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Duke Prrer Compam
Gr onwce Nuclear Site 

DUKE POWER 

November 26, 1996 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Document Control Desk 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Subject: Oconee Nuclear Station Unit 
Docket Nos. 50-269, -270, -287 
Licensee Event Report 270/96-05 
Problem Investigation Process No.: 2-096-2031 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73 Sections (a) (1) and (d), 
attached is Licensee Event Report 270/96-05, concerning 

the technical inoperability of the Main Steam Safety 

Valves.  

This report is being submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 

50.73 (a) (2) (v) (D). This event is considered to be of 

no significance with respect to the health and safety of 

the public.  

A supplemental report will be submitted by January 30, 
1997.  

Very truly yours, 

J. W. Hampton 
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Document Co ol Desk 
November 26, 1996 

CC: Mr. S.D. Ebneter 

Administrator, Region II 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
101 Marietta St., NW, Suite 2900wazzu 
Atlanta, GA 30323 

Mr. D. E. LaBarge 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

INPO Records Center 
700 Galleria Parkway 
Atlanta, GA 30339-5957 

Mr. M. A. Scott 
NRC Resident Inspector 
Oconee Nuclear Station
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On October 14, 1996, Units 1 and 2 were at cold shutdown and Unit 3 was in a 
refueling outage. As a result of industry events, an inspection of the Unit 
2 Main Steam Safety Valves (MSSV) was conducted. This inspection indicated 

that the spindle nut cotter pin was not properly installed on four of the 
sixteen valves. On October 24, 1996, an inspection of the Unit 3 MSSVs 
indicated that the spindle nut cotter pins were missing from two of the 
sixteen valves. All MSSV spindle nut cotter pins on Unit 1 were found to be 

properly installed. On October 29, 1996, at 1000 hours, an engineering past 
operability review concluded that a reasonable doubt existed as to whether 
the MSSVs could have mitigated the consequences of certain accidents.  
Further analysis on past operability is ongoing. The root cause and 

corrective actions will be provided in the supplemental report.  
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