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Duke PoweEr COMPANY

PoweEr BUILDING

422 SourH CHURCH STREET, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28242

WILLIAM O. PARKER, JR.

VicE PRESIDENT : May 20, 1981 TELEPHONE: AREA 704
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Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation ’Cp\\ L//
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555 ﬂEC{!VED /'\\ .
Attn: J. F. Stolz, Chief , -’of m.‘[:\
Sk T
: Operating Reactors Branch No. 4 e iAY 2(31921“ L
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Dear Sir:

By several previous submittals, the Staff has been informed of and is
currently reviewing the design of the Standby Shutdown Facility (SSF) at
Oconee Nuclear Station. Significant in-containment installation work is
planned during the forthcoming refueling outages of each Oconee Unit.

In reviewing the installation, it has been determined that a test pursuant to
10 CFR 50, Appendix J, Section IV.A. is required, because the modification
affects penetrations17 and 50. (See attached Unit 1 drawing, the other units
are essentially identical). Further, for a modification of this type, a
hydrostatic test is required by ASME Boiler -and Pressure Vessel Code,

Section XI. ‘ : :

My letter of December 29, 1980 identified these two penetrations as being
tested by Type A test as the system is normally filled with water and
operating under post-accident conditions. Thus, in order to meet the re-
quirements of Appendix J, a Type A test would need to performed following
completion of the modification. This is impractical since Type A tests
were performed on Units 1, 2 in 1980 and on Unit 3 in 1981, and further,

it is considered that the ASME Section XI test would be technically superior
to a.Type A test of the system.

By letter dated January 16, 1981, the Staff gfanted relief from the full
hydrostatic test requirements on a Class 2 component/system by allowing
a pressure test at system pressure and temperature, augmented by both a

100% volumetric weld examination and a weld surface examination. - The SSF
Auxiliary Service Water installation is considered to be similar to the above

request.
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In consideration of the above, it has been determined that testing performed
consistent with the NRC letter of January 16, 1981 or ASME Section XI, System
Pressure Tests would envelope the test requirements of Appendix J and assure
leak tightness and weld integrity of the system.

Unless informed to the contrary, it is considered that the above testing
‘acceptably meets the Appendix J test requirements and that no relief from
10 CFR 50, Appendix J is necessary in this regard.

Very truly yours,
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