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THE PALMETTO ALLIANCE OF SOUTH CAROLINA HAS DULY AUTHORIZED BERNICE
FOLT A PALMETTO ALLIANCE MEMBER AND RESIDENT OF CLEMSON SOUTH
CAROLINA (206 STRAWBERRY LANE, AND WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE
OCONEE NUCLEAR STATION) TO SEND THIS TELEGRAM TO THE NUCLEAR
REGULATORY COMMISSION TO1 L .
1. PETITION NRGC» PURSUANT .TO 10 CFR 2.206 TO IMMEDIATELY SHUT DOWN
UNITS 1 2 AND 3 OF DUKE POWER COMPANIES OCONEE SOUTH CAROLINA
STAT 10N - o ' .
2. PETITION NRC» PURSUANT TO 10 CFR 2.202 TO IMMEDIATELY REVOKE THE

- : y

LICENSES OF THE THREE OCONEE UNITS AND REQUIRE THE UTILITY TO SHOW
CAUSE WHY THEY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE * :
3. DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE NRC SHUTDOWN OF OCONEE UNDER NRC'S " INHERENT
AUTHORITY" TO TAKE SUCH ACTION

THE PALMETTO ALLIANCE 18 BLUFF RD COLUMBIA SC 29201
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[ " incoming: __The Palmetto Alliance

! o s a:From: 18 B1 yff Road

Columbia. SC. 29201

" 1o Samuel ChT1K, SECY oy _4/27/79

‘subject: __Requests shutdown of Oconee Plants

R PR

G e e e o

. D - Prepare reply for signature of:
: O chairman,
D .Commissione( :
.. .[J€0d,6C, cL, SOL; PA, SECY

I S ) Signature block omitted
‘; . '\E] Return original of incoming with response
3
i ;
| XXXKX For direct reply* Suspense: May 18

: D For appropriate action \

Rec’d fo,fu Q

D For information Date. . .ol e s L:J'.Zl':’J’ oozersts

3 For recommendation THIE oogromeome s ersns Eiorars ™™

Remarks: Cpys to: RF

To be treated Dursuant to 2.206

For the Commission: __ Combs

*Send three (3) copies of reply to Secy Mail Facility
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

G~ LN 2
. >
\ f

May 9, 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR: Harold R. Denton, Director _ ;A .
~ 0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation & e

FROM: James P. Murray ‘
Office of Executive Legal Director

SUBJECT: PETITION TO REVOKE LICENSES ISSUED FOR ”~%n :
OCONEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION &

The Commission has referred to the Staff a telegram from the- .
Palmetto Alliance which requests under 10 CFR 2.206 that the
Commission immediately shutdown the Oconee Nuclear Power Station' s
Units T, 2, and 3, and institute a proceeding to show. cause why =
the 11censes for the three units should not be revoked :

Because the petition states no facts to provide a bas1s for “Ehe e S
proposed action, you may deny the petition within your discretion -
without further action on the part of the Staff. Accordingly, I

enclose for your consideration a draft decision denying the

Alliance's telegram-petition. The draft decision contains a

cover letter, decision, and headnotes. The headnotes should be

attached only to the copies of the decision sent for publication

to the Office of Administration.

James P. Murray
Director and Chief Counsel
Rulemaking and Enforcement Division

Enclosure: )
Draft Decision
w/attachments

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 LTSRS & LI



DRAFT

Ms. Bernice Holt

The Palmetto Alliance

18 Bluff Road

Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Dear Ms. Holt:

The Commiss%on referred your telegram dated April 27, 1979, on
behalf of the Palmetto Alliance to the Director of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation for consideration pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206 of the Commission's
regulations. Your telegram requested that the Commiésion order an
immediate shutdown of the Duke Power Company's Oconee Nuclear Station,
Units 1, 2, and 3, and institution of a proceeding to show cause why:
the 1icenses for the three units should not be revoked. For the reasons
stated in the enclosed decision, your request is denied.

A copy of this determination will be placed in the Commissjon's
PubTic Document Room at 1717 H Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20555,
and in the Tocal public document room for the Oconee Nuclear Station
at the Oconee County Library, 201 S. Spring Street, Walhalla, South
Carolina, 29691. A copy will also be filed with the Secretary of the
Commission for review in accordance with 10 CFR 2.206(c) of the

Commission's regulations.

Sincerely,

-Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: K
Director's Denial

.
-

(FINAL MUST BE BLUEBAGGED TO'OGC'&‘SECRETARY) <
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

" DUKE POWER COMPANY | ) ‘ .
(Oconee Nuclear Station, ) Docket Nos. gg‘ggg
Units 1, 2, and 3) )

50-287

DIRECTOR'S DECISION UNDER 10 CFR 2.206

By telegram dated April 27, 1979, Bernice Holt on behalf of
the Palmetto Alliance, Columbia, South Carolina, petitioned the-
Commission ?p issue an order to jmmediately shutdown the Duke PoWer
Company's Oconee Nuclear Station, Units 1, 2, and 3, and institute
a proceeding to show cause why the licenses for the three units should
not be revokeq. The Alliance did not provide reasons why the licenses
should be revoked or why the facilities should be immediately Shﬁfdown;“
For the following reasons, the Alliance's petition is denijed.

In.addition to specifying the action requested, a'petitidner
under 10 CFR 2.206 1is required to "set forth the facts that constitute
the basis for the request". 10 CFR 2.206(a) The Alliance's petition
stated no facts to support its request that the Oconee facilities beA )
shutdown and théir Ticenses revoked. Facts are necessary to establish
a basi§ for taking proposed action, not only in a petition under 10 CFR
2.206, but also to justify proposed action of the Director of Nuclear
Reactor Regulation in his own discretion. See 10 CFR 2.202. Because
the Alliance's petition states no facts that establish a basis for the
proposed action, the petition is denied.

Notwithstanding - this denial of the Alliance's petition, the



* ®

Commission is currently takihg_necesséry action to assure public
health and safety with respect to the Oconee Nuclear Station. See
the enclosed Order of May 7, 1979, issued to Duke Power Company
requiring either that certain action be taken at the Oconee units-Ey
certain dates or that the units be shutdown until such action is completed.
A copy of this determination will be placed in the Commission's
Public Document Room at 1717 H Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20555
and in the local public document room for the Oconee Nuclear Station,
at.the Oconee County Library, 201 S. Spring Street, Walhalla, South
Cafo]ina 29691. A copy of this decision will also be filed with the
Secretary of the Commission for review in accordance with 10 CFR 2.206(c)
of the Commission's regulations.
Pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206(c) of the Commission's regulations,
this decision Wil] constitute the final action of the Commission
twenty (20) days after the date of issuance, unless the Commission on

" its own motion institutes review of this decision within that time.

Harold R. Denton, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
Order of May 7, 1979.

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland,
this day of May, 1979.
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THE PALMETTO ALLIANCE' OF SOUTH CAROLINA HAS DULY AUTHORIZED BERNICE.
HOLT A PALMETTO ALLIANCE MEMBER AND RESIDENT OF CLEMSON SQUTH ;
CAROLINA (206 STRAWBERRY LANE, AND WITHIN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE
OCONEE NUCLEAR STATION) TO SEND THIS TELEGRAM TO THE NUCLEAR 1
REGULATORY COMMISSION TO1 =

1« PETITION NRC.» PURSUANT TO 10 CFR 2 206 TO IMMEDIATELY SHUT DOWN
UNITS 1 2 AND 3 OF DUKE POWER COMPANIES OCONEE SOUTH CAROLINA

STAT ION

2. PETITION NRC: PURSUANT TO 10 GFR 2.202 TO IMMEDIRTELY REVOKE THE

LICENSES OF THE THREE OCONEE UNITS AND REQUIRE THE UTILITY TO SHOW
CAUSE WHY THEY SHOULD SE ALLOWED TO OPERATE

3. DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE NRC SHUTDOWN OF OCONEE UNDER NRC'S "INHERENT
AUTHORITY" TO TAKE SUCH ACTION
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tne Oconee I, II, and III nuclear facilities in

my unce*s;andl g that the NRC presently hes pending before it

nich is calling for a shut-down of the Oconee facilities

or

t regards,

I am

Respect e

/-~ LER DERRICK

MICORMICK
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ABBTVYILLE AIKEN ANDERSON EDGEF1E.D G REINWODOD

actors, specifically, in the possible event of a fire.
ition on this pending case, either in favor of
keeping it operational,

shutting

I would be grateful to learn
reached by the NRC in this matter, and when such a decision
The recent controversy surroundlng the Rasmussen/Lewis

tly increased the interest in this facility ané a2 prompt
commission would be cuite helpful.

HYlember of Concgress

NEWBERRY

OCONKEE

PICKENS EALUDA

" THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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The Honorable Strow Thurmond

United States Senate

 wash1ngton, 9 .C. 20510

Eear Senator Thurnnnd'

- This letter rela*cs to your vreferral to thp Daaartnent of Energv of an
“{aguiry from your constatuenta, Everett and Grace Laitala. The :

Departmont of Eneray forward d your teferral to the Huclear Regulatory
Pommzss1on,

I an p]E?S“ﬂ to prﬂv1d° you with information re?atxng to the mission
of the Muclear Pegulatory Cormission, accldents at nuclear power plants,

" and the (conee Huclear Station. Information relating to each of these

sattors fs enclased. Your constituents appear to be concerned about

 the environmantal imnact of nucléar: power reactors, particularly the
- Qcones Huclear Station located near Ciemson, South Carolina. There-

fOre, the enclosed 1nfbrwaalon is. a1roctcd teward these subjects.

‘1 trust the enclosed information is rﬂsponsive to your request. Please

let ma know if I can be of further assistance.

- Sincerely,
@aned) ‘Wﬂip‘na Lqu:!
Williz *\ﬁ Dindes
Assxstam Froolins .‘321;3:32017‘
for L,,c;*mh =y '
Enclosures: (See next page) - S SO I /2/_,

__ SEE_PREVIOUS YELLOW FOR CONCURRENCES . 3 /18,
bfPlAtﬁzV) “X00S’ e ELD. ‘ 1.7 %00S - B 00:iE | peiE , EDO (\
: '» BURNAME > RCPaulus : - ELJdordan -JGDavis : EVol genau ; ‘ :

oes 1.3/ 078 | 30 78 | 30778 13/ s78 |3 y18 |3/ /78

- NRC FORM 318 (9-76) NRCM 0240

) * '} 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING QFFICE! 1870 = 626624 o



The Honorable Strom Thdfmond - 2 -

Enclosures:

1.

2.

3.

Mission of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission w/enct,
"1976 NRC Annual Report®
Nuclear Accidents w/encls,
(a) Appendix 5 to Regulatory
- Guides 4.2 and
(b) Evaluation of environmental
-impact for postulated acci-
dents FES - Oconee
Oconee Nuclear Station w/encl
Ltr dtd 3/24/77 to Sen. Thurmond
Ltr dtd 3/29/77 to Duke Power Co.
Ltr dtd 3/31/77 to Duke Power Co.
with IE Investigation Report
Ltr dtd 4/20/77 to NRC from Duke
Power Co. with attachments A
through F -
Ltr dtd 6/13/77 to Duke Power Co.



Mission of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission o ', - -

The NRC is charged by law with four areas of respons1b111ty with respect
to C1v111an nuclear activities:

Protect1on of the public health and safety
Protect1on of environmental quality
SafegUarding nuclear material and facitities

Assuring confofmity with antitrust ]éws.

To accomplish its mission,'NRC.maintains a broad program of standards-

setting and rulemaking, technical reviews and studies, Ticensing actions,
inspection and enforcement, evaluation of operating experience, and
regulatory research., A description of NRC programs is contained in the
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Annual Report for 1976, a copy of
which is enclosed.

Chapter 4 of the 1976 Annual Report addresses the preservation of

environmental qua11ty and describes NRC programs and requirements

placed on licensees in this area. This section of the report also
discusses the interface between NRC and EPA.

Enc]osure 1
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" Nuclear ‘Accidents .

" In its evaluation of the environmental impact of major nuclear facilities
pursuant to the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of ,
- 1969, the NRC analyzes postulated accidents from operation of the facili- °
ties. In the consideration of the environmental risks associated with

the postulated accidents at nuclear power reactors, the probabilities of
the accidents occurrence and their consequences must both be taken into
account. Since it is not practicab1e to consider all possib]e accidents,
the spectrum of accidents is divided into . classes ranging from trivial to-
very serious. For nuclear power reactors, the classes of accidents are

as fo]]ows :

1. Tr1V1a1 accidents
2. Small re]eases of radicactive materials outside containment:'
3. Radioactive waste system failures

4, Radioactive fission products to the primary coolant of a
.boiling water reactor

5. Radioactive fission products to the primary and secondary
~ systems of a pressurized water reactor

6. Accidents occurring during refue]rng operations
7. Accidents occurring during hand]ing of spent reactor fuel .

8. Loss of coo]ant acc1dents, ‘steamline breaks and acc1dents
with similar consequences

9. Accidents 1nvo1v1ng sequences of postulated successive .
fai]ures more severe than Class 8

The postulated acc1dents are d1scussed in more detail in Append1x 5
to Regulatory Guide 4.3, "Preparation of Environmental Reports for
Nuclear Power Stations". A copy of Appendix 5 is enclosed.

-The Final Environmental Statement Related to the Operation of the Oconee
- Nuclear Station Units 1, 2 and 3 was issued by the-Atomic Energy Commission
(predecessor to NRC) ‘in March 1972. This report contained an evaluation of
the environmental impact from postulated accidents involving the Oconee
plant. A copy of this port1on of the Final Env1rmnmenta1 Statement is-
enclosed. :

- Enclosure 2



Oconee Nuc]ear Stat10n

The Oconee Unit No. 1 reactor experienced a leak of rad1oact1ve1y
contaminated water in January 1977, resulting in a release to -the Keowee
River. The NRC concluded that this release was insignificant from the
public health perspective. Nevertheless, there was substantial public
concern about the release and its possible effects, particularly from
members of the public residing in the area of Clemson, South Carolina.
This public concern was due to the fact that the potable water supply

for the town of Clemson is drawn from the Keowee River downstream from
the Oconee site. Because of the public concern, news releases were made
by NRC and Duke Power Company. In addition, Duke Power Company officials
"met with about 200 citizens to discuss the radioactive release. Represen-
" tatives of NRC, Environmental. Protection Agency and the State of South
Caro11na attended the meeting.

On March 22, 1977, the NRC responded to an inquiry from Senator Thurmond
regarding the release of radioactive water from the Oconee Nuclear
Station. Copies of that correspondence and follow-up documents provided
to Senator Thurmond are enclosed.

~ Enclosure 3



' A (niled Blales Senale

WASHINGTON. D.C. 23510

- January 3, 1978

RE : Enclosed Correspondence

TO:Dr. John M. Deutch, Director Designate
- 'DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

217 01d Executive Office Building
17th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D. C. 20500
Sir: :

The attacvhed is respectfully referred

to you for such considerat ion as it may

r ' warrant and for a report ..nereor 4in duplicat te,
4_' ¢
. . i pey)
. if possible. = in
A . = 1 - - .
Your assistance in etzbling” me: =
L . m
» o provide a prompt respo.;se to Ry -c"'ns +Huent
' is ,greatly' appreciated‘. PLEASE c.nTLR\
’ T

THIS LU*'{Q;':? ONDENCE WITH-YTUR DEPLY.

s

e g Strom Thurmond

' - : United States Senator
: SRR
ST/ XL
L §
¥
. -
y e
- o T i g .
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, Department of Energy -
- Washington, D.C. 20545

FEB cyp

Honorable Strom Thurmond
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. = 20510

' Dear Senator Thurmond:

Reference is made to your recent referral regarding an inquiry from
your ccnstituents, Everett and Grace laitala. -

We have rev1ewed your referral and belle"e it relates tc a
program fer whlch the followug agency has *espm._lblllty

» Mr. ‘Carlton Kammerer, Director
- Office of Congressicnal Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Cormission

1717 H Street, N.W. _
Washington, D.C. 20555

We are, by copy of thlS letter, referring your maulry to
that agency for appropriate action. Further inquiries of

. th.s nature shculd oe sent to the qmvc adéress.

If we can be of further a551stance, please conta:" us.

Sincerely,

7«@4##@

Prederlck P. Hitz
Dlrector of Cc"f*ressnnal Affalrs

3 mclosure : :
Inccmmg corresoonde. ce

: Nuclear Regulatory Curm.;s:.on



