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General Comment 7

Regarding "manmade" "artificial" "nuclear radiation" "• 'i---

A great man once said -- > ' ,-"

" there is no amount of radiation so small that it has no ill effects at all on anybody. There is
actually no such thing as a minimum permissible dose. Perhaps we are talking about only a very
small number of individual tragedies the number of atomic age children with cancer, the new.
victims of leukemia, the damage to skin tissues here and reproductive systems there perhaps these
are too small to measure with statistics. But they nevertheless loom very large indeed in human
and moral terms.

Radiation, in its simplest terms figuratively, literally and chemically is poison. Nuclear explosions
in the atmosphere are slowly but progressively poisoning our air, our earth, our water and our food.
And it falls, let us remember, on both sides of the Iron Curtain, on all peoples of all lands,
•regardless of their political ideology, their way of life, their religion or the color of their skin.
Beneath this bombardment of radiation which man has created, all men are indeed equal."

John F. Kennedy, 2 April 1960, Wisconsin
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