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Mail Stop T-6, D 59
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Sirs:

The South Carolina Wildlife Federation would like to provide the following comments as
part of the Environmental Scoping process for Duke Energy Corporation’s Oconee
Nuclear Station.

The South Carolina Wildlife Federation was established by sportsmen in 1931 originally
as the South Carolina Game and Fish Association. Our organization was instrumental in
the development of the National Wildlife Federation and became their state affiliate in
1946. We are a conservation organization representing people who care about preserving
our outdoor heritage.  Sportsmen, outdoor enthusiasts, gardeners, business and
professional leaders, industry and South Carolinians from all walks of life support the
Federation.

Our most recognized programs, in pursuing our mission of promoting wildlife habitat

enhancement and natural resources conservation, are our habitat programs. We offer

programs in Backyard Wildlife Habitat, Schoolyard Habitat and WAIT (Wildlife And

Industry Together). In our effort to educate individuals, schools, industry and the general

public about the various habitat programs, we have developed a long term and successful
* partnership with Duke. -

Beginning in 1995, Oconee Nuclear Station (ONS) began successfully enhancing and
protecting wildlife habitat on its 300 acre site. The process was based on the National

Wildlife Federation’s “Backyard Wildlife Habitat” program but expanded to involve
interested employees from the site as well as outside partners. The enhancements include

activities and habitat work ranging from protection and enhancement of wetlands to
controlled burning of meadows, and are aimed at species ranging from waterfowl to ‘
butterflies. S o , S \
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In conjunction with the habitat work accomplished on-site, the employees at ONS work
in partnership with SCWF and other local and statewide conservation organizations to
conduct several annual youth conservation education events at the ONS site and its
transmission corridors. These events emphasize the value of wildlife habitat protection
and the ethics associated with outdoor sport activities.

This “on-site” wildlife habitat enhancement work is part of a Duke corporate process. It
encourages partnerships and seeks opportunities to educate internal and external
stakeholders on the methods and value of wildlife habitat protection and enhancement at
all major Duke Power generation stations. As a result of Duke’s commitment to quality
habitat work and the extent and success of their efforts at ONS, the National Wildlife
Federation selected ONS as the featured industrial site in its new, nationally distributed
booklet and video promoting wildlife habitat at the workplace.

The success of Oconee’s wildlife habitat program has served as the catalyst to form a
unique program here in South Carolina entitled WAIT (Wildlife And Industry Together) -
see enclosed brochure. Utilizing ONS as the “corporate model," our organization, along
with the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and the National Wild Turkey
Federation has developed this program to certify industrial sites that have developed
plans and programs to enhance and protect surplus lands for wildlife. The program was
introduced in 1996 and now has nearly 40 industries working statewide to protect wildlife
habitat.

Duke’s efforts related to environmental stewardship have also been recognized through
numerous awards. We have awarded Duke twice in the past decade with our top award --
Conservationist of the Year. The award was issued in 1992 for a partnership process that
successfully developed a watershed conservation plan on Duke’s holdings near the Bad
Creek project in upper Oconee County and in 1997 for its long term efforts to
successfully preserve for future generations the extensive mountain lands (approximately
60,000 acres) around Lake Jocassee in Pickens and Oconee Counties.

The South Carolina Wildlife Federation considers Duke’s people and their programs as
industrial models in environmental stewardship and looks forward to continuing a
successful partnership toward the protection and enhancement of South Carolina’s natural
resources at its ONS site, its transmission Right of Ways, and throughout its South
Carolina service area.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. Please call me if any additional
information or clarification is needed.

Executive Director
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