July 28, 2015

Mr. Robert Braun

President and Chief Nuclear Officer
PSEG Nuclear LLC - NO9

P.O. Box 236

Hancocks Bridge, NJ 08038

SUBJECT:  SALEM NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION, UNIT NO. 2 - RELIEF FROM THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE ASME CODE (TAC NO. MF4591)

Dear Mr. Braun:

By letter dated July 30, 2014, PSEG Nuclear LLC (the licensee) submitted a request to the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for relief from certain American Society of
Mechanical Engineers Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section Xl requirements at the Salem
Nuclear Generating Station (Salem), Unit No. 2.

Specifically, pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 50.55a(g)(6)(i),
the licensee requested relief and to use alternative requirements, if necessary, for inservice
inspection (I1S1) items on the basis that the code requirement is impractical.

As set forth above, the NRC staff determines that granting relief pursuant to

10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i) is authorized by law and will not endanger life or property or the
common defense and security, and is otherwise in the public interest giving due consideration
to the burden upon the licensee that could result if the requirements were imposed on the
facility. Accordingly, the NRC staff concludes that the licensee has adequately addressed all
of the regulatory requirements set forth in 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i). Therefore, subject to the
NRC imposed alternative that the inspection of weld 10-SJ-1211-16 will not be considered or
counted as part of the risk-informed ISI program in the fourth inspection interval, the NRC staff
grants Relief F |t '-13-R-132 at Salem, Unit No. 2, for the third 10-year ISl interval.



R. Braun : -2-

If you have any questions, please contact the Project Manager, Carleen Parker, at
301-415-1603 or Carleen.Parker@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

Douglas A. Broaddus, Chief

Plant Licensing Branch -2

Division of Operating Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-311
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5-UV-1241-13 Upstream side of the weld obstructed by the 50%

configuration of the valve.
3-CV-1231-16 Upstream side of the weld obstructed by the 50%

configuration of the valve.

10-SJ-1241-14 Limitations from the tee side of the weld. The weldis [50%
obstructed due to acoustic properties of the cast
stainless steel tee.

10-SJ-1231-14 Obstructed due to configuration of valve 23SJ56 on thel0%
downstream side of the weld and no ability to scan
from the upstream tee side of the weld due to acoustic
properties of the cast stainless steel tee.

10-SJ-1211-15 Limitations from the tee side of the weld. The weld is [50%
obstructed due to acoustic properties of the cast
stainless steel tee.

The licensee has shown that it is impractical to meet the ASME Code-required volumetric
examination coverage for the subject welds due to the design and proximity of other
components. Based on the examinations performed, along with the examination of pressure
retaining welds in other ASME Code, Section XI, Class 1, welds, it is concluded that if
significant service-induced degradation were occurring in the subject welds, there is
reasonable assurance that evidence of it would have been detected. Therefore, the NRC staff
further concludes that there is reasonable assurance of structural integrity of the subject welds
based on the examinations that have been performed.

4.0 CONCLUSION

As set forth above, the NRC staff determines that granting relief pursuant to

10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i) is authorized by law and will not endanger life or property or the
common defense and security, and is otherwise in the public interest, giving due consideration
tothebure 1+, I licel th 1t if tl i v imp:  {onthe
facility. Accordingly, the NRC staff concludes that the licensee has adequately addressed all of
the regulatory requirements set forth in 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i). Therefore, subject to the NRC
imposed alternative that the inspection of weld 10-SJ-1211-16 will not be considered or
counted as part of the RI-ISI program in the fourth inspection interval, the NRC staff grants
Relief Request S2-13R-132 at Salem, Unit No. 2, for the third 10-year ISI interval.

All other ASME Code, Section Xl, requirements for which relief has not been specifically
requested and approved remain applicable, including third-party review by the Authorized
Nuclear Inservice Inspector.

Principal Contributor: S. Cumblidge

Date:  July 28, 2015






