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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
2000 NAVY PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-2000

5104
Ser N45/14U132784
16 October 2014

Mr. Shawn Seeley
License Reviewer C;;. 2 N
Division of Nuclear Material Safety

U.S. NRC Region I 5 k /‘//.9
2100 Renaissance Blvd, Suite 100 45—”’023é$[ *.0/

King of Prussia, PA 19406-2713

Dear Mr. Seeley: 03 O "2‘ 71% é "'L

SUBJECT: LOSS OF LICENSED MATERIAL iy

Fi

Loss of licensed material reportable under Title 10, Code of
Federal Regulations, Part 20.2201 occurred with Naval Radicactive
Materials Permit No. 19-00019-T5NP, which authorizes distributicn
and possession of the devices. This permit wag issued under the
authority of Nuclear Regulatory Commission Master Materials
License No. 485-23645-01NA. The enclosed report provides
information required by Title 10, Code of Federal Regulationsg,
Part 20.2201(b).

Sincerely,

0L

D, W. FL HER

CDR, MSC, U.S, Navy

Executive Secretary

Naval Radiation Safety Committee

Enclosure: 1. Information Concerning Lost Radioactive Material

Copy to: Naval Sea Systems Command Detachment, Radiological
Affairs Support Office (nsscnavsearascadmin@navy.mil)
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NMSS/RGNT MATERIALS-002



INFORMATION CONCERNING LOST RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

1. The lost radicactive material consisted of seven in flight

blade inspection system (IBIS) indicators which were originally
located on.a CH-53 aircraft. Each IBIS indicator (P/N: 12210-1,
S/N: 3777, 1147, 4134, 3260, 2574, 1387, and 1168) contained one

500 migro-curie Strontium-9%0 source.

2. On 11 September 2014, seven IBIS indicators were reported
lost as a result of a mishap on 1 September 2014 involving a CH-
53 aircraft that crashed as it attempted to land on a ship. The
Navy was analyzing feasibility of recovering the aircraft until
10 October 2014, at which point it was determined that the '
alrcraft is probably unsalvageable.

3. The sources are most likely lost approximately 20 nautical
miles off the Republic of Djibouti in the Gulf of Aden :
(coordinates 12 02.15N 043 47.15E).

4. The potential for personnel exposure from thege sources is
not likely as the ocean depth is reported to be over 3900 feet.

5. No preventive measuresg will be taken for this incident. The
IBIS is necessary for the safety of the aircrew and aircraft,
Mishapg, while rare, cannot all be prevented. The IBIS pressure
indicators were lost because of a serilous aircraft mishap. A
Mishap Investigation RBoard has been convened and will determine
the likely cause({s) of -the incident and ensure appropriate
actions are taken to minimize future mishapg.

Enclosure (1)



