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UNITEq STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

BEFORE THE ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD

In the Matter of ) 
) 

POWERTECH (USA) INC., ) 
) 

(Dewey�Burdock In Situ Uranium RecojVery )
Facility) I ) 

Docket No. 40�9075-MLA 

Declaration of Wilmer Mesteth 

1. My name is Wilmer Mesteth. Iifl m the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer ("THPO") for . 

the Oglala Sioux Tribe of the p· e Ridge Reservation. In my activities as the THPO, I
regularly review cultural resour e reports and surveys, including the survey and reporting
methods.

2. The Oglala Sioux Tribe is a bodt politic comprised of approximately 41,000 citizens with
territory of over 4, 700 square miles in the southwestern portion of South Dakota. The 
Oglala Sioux Tribe is the freely and democratically-elected government of the Oglala
Sioux people, with a governing body duly recognized by the Secretary of Interior. The
Oglala Sioux Tribe is the succeskor in interest to the Oglala Band of the Teton Division
of the Sioux Nation, and is a pro�1 ectorate nation of the Unites States of America. The
Oglala Band reorganized in 193 as the "Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation" ("Oglala Sioux Tri e" or 11Tribe") under section 16 of the Indian
Reorganization Act of June 18, 934, ch. 576, 48 Stat. 987 , 25 U.S.C. § 476, and enjoys
all of the rights and privileges gtiaranteed under its existing treaties with the United States
in accordance with 25 U.S.C. § 478b. Its address is P.O. Box 2070, Pine Ridge, South
Dakota 57770�2070.

3. In 1992 the U.S. Congress adop� amendments to the National Historic Preservation Act
(P.L. 102�575) that allow federally recognized Indian tribes to take on more formal
responsibility for the preservatioh of significant historic properties on tribal lands. 
Specifically, Section 101(d)(2) 11ows tribes to assume any or all of the functions of a 

State Historic Preservation Offijr ("SHPO") with respect to tribal land. 

4. I am familiar with the license application recently submitted to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) by the Canadian company Powertech Uranium Corp., doing business
as Powertech (USA) Inc. ("Powertech" or "Applicant'') for the proposed Dewey�Burdock
in-situ leach uranium mine in sorthwest South Dakota.

5. The lands encompassed by the Pbwertech proposal are within the Territory of the Great
Sioux Nation, which includes th� band of the Oglala Lakota (Oghila Sioux Tribe)
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