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~ Duke Power Compan
Duke A Duke Energy Company pany

' POWers- Oconee Nuclear Site

A Duke Enengy Company ‘ o . ) PO. Box 1439
Seneca, SC 29679

W. R. McCollum, Jr. ’ ' (864) 885-3107 OFFICE
Vice President (8641 885-3564 Fax

November 5, 1997

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: Oconee Nuclear Site
Docket Nos. 50-2693, -270, -287
Inspection Report 50-269, -270, -287/97-12
Reply to Notice of Violation

Gentlemen:

By letter dated October 6, 1997, the NRC issued a Notice of
Violation as described in Inspection Report No. 50-269/97-12, 50-
270/97-12, and 50-287/97-12. '

Duke Power acknowledges this violation. Accordingly, Duke has
taken corrective actions, as described in the attachment, to
address the root cause.

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, the attachment provides
written response to the violation as identified in the subject
Inspection Report.

vVery truly'yours,

W. R. McCollum;y Jr.
Site Vice President
Oconee Nuclear Station

Attachment
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cC:

Mr. L. A. Reyes, Regional Administrator -
U. S§. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I1I

Mr. D. E. LaBarge, Project Manager
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Mr. M. A. Scott
Senior Resident Inspector
Oconee Nuclear Site



Attachment 1

Reply to Notice of Violation
Violation 97-12-05 (Reply)

1997, 4 Violation of NRC Fequirementsg Was identifjeq, In
accordance With the "General Statement of Policy ang Procedures
for NRC Enforcement Actions, " NUREG'1600, the violation 1s listeq

10 CcFrRr Part 20.llOl<a) States that each licensee shall develop,
document, and implementAa radiation Protection Program

System Radiation Protection Manual, which implements 10 CFR Part

20.1101(a), Procedure I-13, use of Protective Clothing and

Related Equipment; Revision 2, r'equires Personne] removing

protective clothing to remove booties as you transfer to the
‘step—off pad which is clean.

Contrary to the above, on August 27, 1997, test technicians
exXited 3 Contaminateqd area withoyt removing booties as they

This is g Severity Level 1v violation (Supplement Iv) .

A detaileg oot caiuse analysis was bPerformed for this event,

The cause of the event was ;3 failure tq follow Procedure

because of a humar €Xror. The Operations Tesr Group (0OTG)

technicians made an inappropriate decision on the'appropriate
. actions for freguent entry and exit into gz Contaminated
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Reply tc Notice of Violation
Violation 97-12-05 (Reply)

Radiation Control Zone (RCZ). This decision was inappropriate
because it was contrary to System Radiation Protection
Manual, Procedure I-13, Use of Protective Clothing and
Related Equipment. :

The routine procedure PT/3/A/202/11, "HPI Pump Test",
requires contacting the Unit 3 Control Room for starting and
stopping pumps. The telephone in the High Pressure
Injection (HPI) pump room is located outside the RCZ. Once
the HPI pump is started, a wait is required for the pump
parameters to stabilize before testing.. Therefore, the OTG
technicians wait outside the RCZ and away from the pumps.

In the past, with a Radiation Protection (RP) technician
monitoring for contamination, the OTG technicians have been
allowed to remove only their outer rubber gloves and shoe
covers and walk across the step-off pad to use the
telephone. The RP technician would monitor the technicians
reentry into the RCZ and reuse of their old rubber gloves
and shoe covers. This would be a deviation from the
Standing Radiation Work Permit (SRWP) and would be documented
on the reverse side of the SRWP or recorded in the Shift Log
book. However, in this event, RP was not consulted when the
decision was made to deviate from the SRWP requirements. . The
OTG technicians believed that the decision to remove the
rubber gloves and shoe covers, walk across the step-off pad
and reenter the RCZ and then replace the original rubber
gloves and shoe covers, was appropriate based on past
experience.

The corrective steps that have been taken and the resuizts
achieved:

pverforred

[o})
n

A radiological survey of the surrounding area w
and no spread of contamination was discovered.

Operations Test Group management has counseled zhe Test
technicians on the following points:
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® The importance of fully understanding and complying with RP
directions and (S)Rwp Fequirements, '

® Any deviation from (S)Rwp requirements 1s allowed only "’
under the direction of RP,

radiologica] Fequirements,

A site wide “stop work” was conducted_to emphasize tq all site
employees the importance of proper radiological work
Practices, Each site employee was given g Summary of thisg

€Xamples of Rp work bractices. Accordingly, Site Mmanagement’ g
€Xpectations for Program compliance were Te-emphasized.

The Corrective Steps that wijl] be taken Lo avoig further
violations:
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Reply to Notice of Violatior
Violation 97-12-05 (Reply)

The corrective actions that have been completed will avoid
further violations and no additional corrective actions are
planned. No regulatory commitments are contained in this
Reply to Notice of Violation.

The date when full compliance will be achievéd:

Duke Power is in full compliance.




