
-1-

NRC-093 
Submitted: June 20, 2014

 

U
nited States N

uclear R
egulatory C

om
m

ission O
fficial H

earing Exhibit 

In the M
atter of: 

P
O

W
E

R
TE

C
H

 U
S

A
, IN

C
. 

(D
ew

ey-B
urdock In S

itu U
ranium

 R
ecovery Facility) 

 

A
SLB

P #: 
10-898-02-M

LA
-B

D
01 

D
ocket #: 

04009075 
Exhibit #: 

 
Identified:

 
A

dm
itted: 

 
W

ithdraw
n:

 
R

ejected: 
 

Stricken:
 

O
ther: 

 N
R

C
-093-00-B

D
01

8/19/2014
8/19/2014

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 8 

Ref: 8EPR-N 

Mr. Aby Mohs ni Deputy Director 
nvironmentaJ Protection 

1595 Wynkoop Street 

DENVER, CO 80202-1129 

Phone 800-227-8917 
http://www.epa.gov/region08 

MAR 1 0 2014 

and Performance Assessment Directorate 
Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 

and Environmental Management Program 
U.S. uclear Regulatory Commission (Mail Stop T8D3) 
Washington D.C. 20555-0001 

Dear Mr. Mohseni: 
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The U.S. nvir nmental Protection Agency Region 8 has reviewed the Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (Final SEIS) for the Dewey-Burdock In-Situ ranium Recover 
Project (C Q #20140034) prepared by the U.S. uclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). Our comments 
are provided for your consideration pursuant to our responsibilitie and authority under Section 
102(2)(C) ofthe National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. Section 4332(2)(C), and 
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act 42 U.S.C. Section 7609. Section 309 of the Clean Air Act directs the 
EPA to review and comment in writing on the en ironmental impacts of any major federal agency 
action. 

We appreciate the opportunity to cooperate with the NRC in the EIS process. The EPA Region 8 office 
provided extensive comments on the scoping of this project and the Draft SEIS in January 2013, as well 
as participated in conference calls and reviews of draft material during the development of the Draft and 
Final SEIS. The PA rated the Draft SEIS C-2 (environmental concerns- insufficient information). 
We recognize and appreciate th many revision made in the Final IS to address our concerns and the 
concerns of other . This letter r iterates our concerns regarding the applicability and requirement of the 

� PA 's regulation in 40 CFR Part 61 Subpart W which are not addressed in the Final SEIS. We al o 
include a suggestion to strengthen the assurance of groundwater protection. The e issues are explained 
in the Comments section of thi letter. 

Background 

The issuance of an NRC licen e to possess and u e source material for uranium milling requires 
compliance with NEPA and a upplemental EIS to the NRC's Generic EIS for In-Situ Leach Uranium 
Milling Facilities. The Dewey-Burdock ISR Final SEIS analyze environmental impacts of a propo al 
from Powertech (USA), Inc. to develop the uranium resource on the company's existing leases and 
private property in the Dewey-Burdock project area in South Dakota. In addition to the RC licen the 

inal SETS recognizes a number of other approvals and permit· that are required for the project. 
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