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Appendix D:  Visual Impacts Analysis 

 
 

D-1 

 

APPENDIX D:  VISUAL IMPACTS ANALYSIS 
 
Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-1 
 
Photograph from Scenic Quality Inventory Point C-1 to North 

 
 

Table D.1 
Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation 

Key Factor Rating Criteria Score 

Landform Low rolling hills, foothills, or flat valley bottoms or 
few or no interesting landscape features. 

1 

Vegetation Some variety of vegetation, but only one or two 
major types. 

3 

Water Present/Little Missouri River and the Oshoto 
Reservoir are occasionally visible. 

1 

Color 
Some intensity or variety in colors and contrast of 
the soil, rock, and vegetation, but not a dominant 
scenic element. 

3 

Influence of 
Adjacent Scenery 

Adjacent scenery has little or no influence on 
overall visual quality. 

0 

Scarcity Interesting within its setting, but fairly common 
within the region. 

1 

Cultural 
Modifications 

Modifications add variety, but are very discordant 
and promote strong disharmony. 

-2 

TOTAL SCORE =  7 
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D-2 

Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-2 
 
Photograph from Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-2 to East 

 
 

Table D.2 
Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation 

Key Factor Rating Criteria Score 

Landform 

High vertical relief as expressed in prominent cliffs, 
spires, or massive rock outcrops; or severe surface 
variation or highly eroded formations including 
major badlands or dune systems; or detail features 
dominant and exceptionally striking and intriguing 
such as glaciers. 

5 

Vegetation A variety of vegetative types as expressed in 
interesting forms, textures, and patterns. 

5 

Water Present, but not noticeable. 0 

Color 
Some intensity or variety in colors and contrast of 
the soil, rock, and vegetation, but not a dominant 
scenic element. 

3 

Influence of 
Adjacent Scenery 

Adjacent scenery greatly enhances visual quality 
(Devils Tower). 

5 

Scarcity 
One of a kind, or unusually memorable, or very rare 
within region.  Consistent chance for exceptional 
wildlife or wildflower viewing. 

5 

Cultural 
Modifications 

Modifications add little or no visual variety to the 
area, and introduce no discordant elements. 

0 

TOTAL SCORE =  23 
Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-3 
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D-3 

Photograph from Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-3 to South 

 
 

Table D.3 
Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation 

Key Factor Rating Criteria Score 

Landform Low rolling hills, foothills, or flat valley bottoms; or 
few or no interesting landscape features. 

1 

Vegetation Little or no variety or contrast in vegetation. 1 
Water Present, but not noticeable. 0 

Color Subtle color variations, contrast, or interest; 
generally mute tones. 

1 

Influence of 
Adjacent Scenery 

Adjacent scenery has little or no influence on 
overall visual quality. 

0 

Scarcity Interesting within its setting, but fairly common 
within the region. 

1 

Cultural 
Modifications 

Modifications add little or no visual variety to the 
area and introduce no discordant elements. 

0 

TOTAL SCORE =  4 
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Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-4 
 
Photograph from Scenic Quality Inventory Point B-4 to South 

 
 
 

Table D.4 
Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation 

Key Factor Rating Criteria Score 

Landform Low rolling hills, foothills, or flat valley bottoms; or 
few or no interesting landscape features. 

1 

Vegetation Some variety of vegetation, but only one or two 
major types. 

3 

Water Present, but not noticeable. 1 

Color 
Some intensity or variety in colors and contrast of 
the soil, rock and vegetation, but not a dominant 
scenic element. 

3 

Influence of 
Adjacent Scenery 

Adjacent scenery has little or no influence on 
overall visual quality. 

0 

Scarcity Interesting within its setting, but fairly common 
within the region. 

1 

Cultural 
Modifications 

Modifications add variety but are discordant and 
promote disharmony. 

-1 

TOTAL SCORE =  8 
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Table D.5 
Scenic Quality  

Inventory and Evaluation 
Average of Four Views 

Key Factor Score 

Landform 2.00 
Vegetation 3.00 
Water 0.50 
Color 2.50 
Influence of 
Adjacent Scenery 

1.25 

Scarcity 2.00 
Cultural 
Modifications 

-0.75 

AVERAGE = 10.50 
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