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Dear Mr. Price:

- This is in reply to Mr. Boyd's letter of November 3, l969,lconcerning;f
Aumendment No. 1G to.the application by the Carolina Power and Light
Company for an operating license for the H. B. Robinson Nuclear Power

- Station, Unit 2, Darlington County, South Carolina, AEC Docket No. "
50-261. o L

The apullc‘nt s proposed environmental radiological monitoring pro-
gram is not in complete agreément with recommendations included in
our letter of Februory 17, 1957. While the progran includes the
collecticn of water and {ish samples, it does not include the collec-
tion of benthic plants and animals. The applicant states that no”
provisions are $¢ be made for the collection of benthic organisms
since they do not represent a source of potential human exposure.
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We do not agree that organisms such as clams and crayfish do not con-
tribute to the food chain of man. Although it may be that few of them
are ccnswned directly by man, radionuclides concentrated by benthic’ -
organisms can be transferred through shellfish, predatory fishes, and =~ .
other aquatic-feeding wildlife to man. By sampling benthic organlshs,ﬁﬁ~f
radioactivity can be detected bcfore significant amounts accumulate in o
the aquatic environment. ’

We arc also concerned that populations of fish and: W11d11fe'be main- . v
tained in adequate nuwmbers and that such populations contlnue to be
safe for human use.

Since trends indicate that the use of fish and wildlife resources will =
increase as human populations ‘and leisure time increase, benthic and -
other organisms that are little used now may be used both nore exten-
sively and intensively in the future. The buildup of radionucludes,
or lack thereof as the case may be; in the environment should be docu-
mented so that reasoned actions can be taken . toward meetlng publlc
needs.




]
For the above s tutﬁd rcasons, ve urge that the Carollnd Pover and _
Light Company be- required to include in its environmental survelJlance P
program, samples of clams,. crayiis h, and aquatic plants collected as
near as pracical to the reactor ejf {lvent outisll. Such sampling i
should be continued until it can be demonstrated that the radioactivity -
released irom lnc »taLLon is not ,Jncuntrat1n~‘in these orgenisms, .

The opporiunlty for pres cnting_our views on this amendment . is

appreciated..

Sincerely yours,

(Ufoartos 10 W[ cohmnn—

‘Commi.ssioner




