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Regulatory File Cy.  

CP&L W1
Carolina Power & Light Company 

August 31, 1973 

File: NG 3514 Serial: NG-73-353 

Mr. John F. O'Leary, Director 
Directorate of Reactor Licensing 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

"26I 

Dear Mr. O'Leary: 

H. B. ROBINSON UNIT NO. 2 
LICENSE NO. DPR-23 

VIOLATION OF HIGH STEAM LINE FLOW SETPOINT 

As a result of a letter from Westinghouse, a review was made 
to determine proper scaling of setpoints for all safeguards flow loop 
instrumentation which have control bistables located upstream of the 

square root converters. On August 24, 1973, it was determined that the 

setpoint for high steam line flow specified in Technical Specifications, 
Table 3.5-1, was incorrectly set above its limits. This condition is 
an abnormal occurrence as defined in Technical Specification 1.8.a, and 
is reportable to the AEC under Specification 6.6.2.a.  

This incident was caused by incorrect initial setpoint calcu
lations during plant startup. These setpoints were expressed in volts 
and consequently, were never recognized as incorrectly representing steam 
flow. PLS and Technical Specifications state that the steam flow setpoint 
be set linearly between a AP corresponding to 20% full steam flow at zero 
load and AP corresponding to 1207 full steam flow at full load. The actual 
setting corresponded to approximately 69% full steam flow at zero load and 
1287 full steam flow at full load.  

On August 24, 1973, the high steam line flow setpoints were reset 
to the correct values. A letter was written to-We'stinghouse requesting their 

evaluation of this incident including possible cause.  

The high steam line flow limit is designed to protect against large 

steam line break accidents. For breaks in a location which would actuate 

the high steam line flow signals protective response could have been delayed 
causing a departure from the analysis of the FSAR. However, high steam flow 

protection is paralleled by coincident low pressurizer level and pressure, 
steam line differential pressure, and containment vessel pressure. The 
accident analysis also includes many conservative assumptions which would 
cause the analysis to be more severe than the actual case.  
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Mr. John F. O'Leary - 2 - August 31, 1973 

The Plant Nuclear Safety Committee met in special session on 
August 24, 1973, to discuss this incident. The Committee recommended 
that the steam flow setpoints be reset and that Westinghouse be consulted 
for comments and evaluation.  

Notification of the incident was made to Mr. Herb Whitener of 
DRO by telephone and to the Director of Reactor Licensing and the Director 
of Regulatory Operations, Region II, by telegraph on August 24, 1973.  

Yours very truly, 

E. E. Titley 
Vice-President 
Bulk Power Supply 

ACT:mvp 

cc: Messrs. C. D. Barham 
N. B. Bessac 
B. J. Furr 
D. V. Menscer 
N. C. Moseley 
D. B. Waters


