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In our review of reports submitted by licensees concerning malfunciions
of diesel generators, we find that in some cases the information available
to the control room operator to indicate the operational status of the
diesel generator may be imprecise and could lead to misinterpretation.
This can be caused by the ‘sharing of a single annunciator station by
alarms that indicate conditions that render a diesel generator unable
to respond to an sutomatic emergency start sigpal and alarms that only
Tndicate a warning of abnermal, but not disabling, conditions. Ancther
cause can be the use of wording on an annunicator window that does not
specifically say that a diesel generator is inoperable (i.e., unable

at the time to respond to an automatic emergency start signal) when

in fact it is inoperable for that purpose.

We, therefore,-request that you review the alarm circuitry and diesel
generator control circuitry for the diesel generators at your facility
to determine how each condition that renders a diesel generator unable
to respond t¢ an automatic emergency start signal is alarmed in the
control room. These conditions include not only the trips that lock
out the diesel generator start and reguire manual reset, but also
control switch or mode switch positions that block automatic start,
Toss of control voltage, insufficient starting air pressure or
battery voltage, etC. This review should consider all aspects of
possible diesel generator operational conditions, for example test
conditions and operation from local coatrol stations. One area - : -
of particulsr concern is the unreset condition following a manual
stop at the local station which terminates a diesel generator test
prior to resetting the diesel genarator controls for enabling
subsequent automatic operation. ‘

Please respond within 45 days of your receipt of this letter by
providing the following information:
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(a} all conditions that render the diesel generator incapable of
responding to an automatic emergency start signal as discussed
above, . _

{b} the wording on the annunicator window in the control room that
. -is alarmed for each of the conditions identified in (a);

(c) any other alarm siana]s tnat a]so cause the same annunicator to
alarm;

(d) any condition that renders the diesel generator incapable of
responding to an automatic emergency start signal which is not
alarmed in the control room; and

(e) any proposed modifications resulting from this evaiuation.
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- Robert W. Reid, Chief
‘Operating Reactors Branch #4
Division of Operating Reactors

¢cc:  See next page
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G. F. Trowbridge, Esq.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbr1dge
1800 M Street, M. W.

Washington, D. C. 20036

- Hartsville Memorial Library

Home and Fifth Avenue

. Hartsville, South Carolina 29550




