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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES 

During normal operation PPS leakage past the Containment Purge Outlet isolation I 

valves was observed in excess of limits set by Technical Specification 4.4.1.2. j 
oF4 This is a reportable event per Technical Specification 6.9.2.b.4. Both valves were 

declared inoperable at 0655 in the closed position and were maintained closed. Leak j 

O=6 testing identified the problem as seat leakage past the outer valve Tf regnirer1 

the inner valve was available to maintain containment leakage within allowed limits 

FO B Ithroughout the event. Reference: LER 77-10, LER 77-11 o 
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 0D 
10jLeakage past the seat of the 42 in. 50 FR streamseal Butterfly valve- was dup tn I 

11 normal wear of the Nordel rubber seat. The valve seat was adjusted and both valves ] 

pressure leak tested with leakage within allowed limits. To avoid recurrence 

1232 

13Ioperators will be instructed to be more aware of trends in PPS leakage so preventive I 

14 maintenance can be performed on the valves to avoid leakage in excess of allowed limitis.  
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Supplemental Information For 

Reportable Occurrence 78-25 

1. Cause Description and Analysis: 
A gradual increase in Penetration Pressurization System (PPS) leakage 

past the Containment Purge Outlet isolation valves occurred during 

normal operation. Due to fluctuation in leakage values, the trend was 

not recognized until the value went above .532 SCFM. Per Technical 

Specification 4.4.1.2, leakage above 1.344 SCFM is a reportable event 

in accordance with Technical Specification 6.9..2.b.4; however, when 

leakage exceeds 0.532 SCFM indicated on the RTGB, there is no way to 

determine if leakage actually exceeds the Technical Specification limit.  

As a conservative measure, the valves are declared inoperable, isolated 

and maintenance initiated. The valves were declared inoperable in the 

closed position. Subsequent leak testing identified the problem as 

seat leakage past the Nordel rubber seat on the outer valve. The cause 

is attributed to normal wear typical for this type of valve seat.  

During the course of the event, both valves were maintained closed, the 

position required during both normal and emergency plant operating con

ditions. Since leakage from the inner valve was verified as being within 

allowed limits, this valve was available to prevent release of radioactive 

material to the environment if required. There was therefore no threat to 

either public health or safety.  

2. Corrective Action: 
The seat of the outer valve was adjusted and the volume between the isola

tion valves repressurized. PPS leakage levels observed (.44 SCFM) were 

within allowed limits. Preventive maintenance was subsequently performed 

on the inner valve lowering the PPS leakage rate to .17 SCFM and the valves 

were declared operable.  

3. Corrective Action to Prevent Future Occurrences: 

Plant operators will be instructed to be more aware of trends in PPS leakage 

so that increases in leakage rates will be identified. This will allow 

preventive maintenance to be performed on the valve seats so that leakage 

levels are maintained within allowed limits. No further corrective action 

is deemed necessary at this time.


