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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
[GTZ] | On September 13, 1979, while Unit 2 was operating at 100% power, shift operating per- J

ro—'rg—] { sonnel discovered a welding ‘cable running through an open conduit between the Hagan |

(0J4] | Room and the Unit 2 Cable Spread Room. Proper compensatory action was not immediately|

[0]5] | taken and this resulted in a degraded mode of operation as permitﬁted by Technical 1
[0Te] | Specification 3.14.5. This event constitutes a reportable occurrence in accordance ]

017 | with Technical Specification 6.9.2.b.2. Reference HBR 2 RO 79-03. (HBR 2 RO 79-36) |
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECT!VE ACTIONS
[TT0] |Construction had failed to remove the welding cable from the penetration and had fail-|

T3] ped to seal the penetration. A fire watch was posted approximately three hours after |

EREl | the hole was discovered and temporarily plugged. The hole was sealed soon after the |

TTz] | fire watch was posted. Construction was reminded not to leave open penetrations un- |

(712} | attended. Operations was reminded to take required compensatory action immediately ifj

78 gany future similar occurrences evolve. 80
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

LER 79-036
Serial: RSEP/79-1117

Faciiity: HBR Unit No. 2 Event Date: 9-13-79

1.

CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS:

On September 13, 1979, at 0530 hours, the Shift Foreman discovered a welding
machine cable passing through an open conduit between the Hagan Room and the
Unit No. 2 Cable Spread Room. The welding machine had heen used for welding
pipe hangers on September 12 and apparently the construction personnel fail-
ed to remove the cable and did not post a fire watch. The Shift Foreman had
the cable removed and plugged the hole with asbestos material. 1In his opinion,
this constituted adequate temporary action to restore the penetration to oper-
ability. In fact, the asbestos material was not sufficient to restore the
penetration to a 3-hour fire rating. A major cause for this decision was in-
adequate administration guidance on what constitutes adequate repair of con-
duit penetrations. This resulted in a degraded mode of operation permitted
by Technical Specifications 3.14.5.

CORRECTIVE ACTION:

At 0815 hours on September 13, 1979, the new Shift Foreman and the Operating
Supervisor decided to post a fire watch on the penetration as a conservative
measure. The Maintenance Subunit was then directed to seal the penetration

using a metal threaded conduit plug. This was considered as adequate to re-
store the penetration to a 3-hour fire rating and the fire watch was removed
at 0900 hours on September 13, 1979.

CORRECTIVE ACTION TO PREVENT FURTHER OCCURRENCE:

Construction personnel were given explicit instructions on the necessity of
ensuring that all fire barrier penetrations not be left in a degraded mode.
In addition, operations personnel were reminded to take the most conservative
immediate action as required by Technical Specifications, whenever any fire
barrier penetration is discovered to be non-functional. Also, a revision
will be made to the plant operating manual to previde adequate guidance for
repairing all types of conduit penetratioms.



