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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
[072] | During normal operations on September 3, 1979, at 0555 hours, pressure transmitter 496]
(613] [(PT-496), which is one of three monitoring steam generator "C", failed to full output. |
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[0]5] |Pressure and for High Steam Line Flow coincident with Low Steam Line Pressure or Low |
[0 ]6]) |Tavg. This mode of failure blocks the inputs from PT-496. This results in operation |
[0T7] |with less than the required minimum degree of redundancy as stated in Table 3.5-3 of |
[0]8] |Technical Specifications and is reportable under Section 6.9.2.b.1. Before the bistablgs
7 8 90of this 10053 could be manuallCX oEperated, the instrument had resumed normal operation. 80
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS @

["To] [The cause of this event was not definitely determined due to the instrument resuming ]

["]7] lhormal operation in a matter of minutes. An investigation by plant I&C techniciaps hasl

[T]2] jnot been able to duplicate this failure or find any condition which could have contri- |

[713] |buted to it. The instrument is being monitored closely. If a cause cannot be deter- |

[T]4] [mined, it will be returned to the manufacturer for their examination. |
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Cause Description and Analysis:

During normal operation on September 3, 1979, at 0555 hours, pressure
transmitter 496 (PT-496) which is one of three monitoring Steam Generator
"C" pressure, failed to full output. This type of failure mode blocks

this input to the Safety Injection initiation logics for High Steam Line
Differential Pressure and High Steam Line Flow coincident with Low Steam
Line Pressure or Low Tavg. The event is contrary to the minimum degree of
redundancy as stated in Table 3.5-3 of Technical Specification and is
reportable under Section 6.9.2.b.1. Another function of this instrument

is to provide pressure compensation to one channel of steam flow for feed-
water control on ''C" Steam Generator. This failure caused a high flow rate
on this control until the operator put the control on manual and then
switched to the other channel of steam flow which was operating normally.
This resulted in a slight increase in '"C" steam generator level but created
no problems. As the operator prepared to manually operate the trip bi-
stables in the failed loop, the transmitter PT-496 resumed normal operation.

Corrective Action:

The operator immediately put the 'C" feedwater control on manual and switched
to the channel of steam flow which was not affected. Then, while checking on
the Operating Work Procedures (OWP) so that bistable switches for the failed
pressure channel could be placed in the trip position, Transmitter PT-496
resumed normal operation.

Corrective Action to Prevent Further Occurrence:

The cause of the upscale failure of PT-496 has not been determined due to
the instrument resuming normal operation before Instrument and Control
Technicians could investigate. The instrument has been tested and monitored
closely but the failure has not been duplicated nor has any condition been
discovered which would have contributed to it. If the continuing investiga-
tion fails to determine the cause of the instrument's momentary failure, it
will be returned to the manufacturer for their examination.



