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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
o T17] ‘IDur'ing normal operations on August 9, 1979, at 1100 hours the valve SI-855 mechanically

EREN lstuck in mid-travel after adding nitrogen to the accumulators. This valve is a Con- |

L

(5 Ta] Itainment Automatic Isolation Trip Valve and its failure is reportable under Technical |

[0T5] LSpecification 6.9.2.b(2). The penetration was isolated by locking closed manual valveq

|within the four hours as required by Technical Spécification 3.6.3.C. This is a closed|

[0]7] |system within containment and therefore was not a threat tc the public health or |
(oTs] |safety. _ ' |
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_ CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS @ o :
0] LThe Blaw Knox, one inch, globe, air operated, fail close, carbon steel, 1500 pound |

717] Ivalve failed to close due to mechanical binding. The parallel valves in the line N
T3] ldownstream from containment were locked cldsed to satisfy containment isolation |

T3] Lcriteria. When plant conditions permit, the binding in valve 855 will be corrected. B
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Cause Descrlptlon and Analysis:

During normal operations on August 9, 1979,-.at 1100 hours the antalnment
Automatic Trip Valve SI-855 failed to close after adding nitrogen to the
Safety Injection Accumulators. The fail closed valve was found stuck in
mid-travel due to mechanical binding and is reportable under Technical
Specification 6.9.2.b5(2). The containment penetration was isolated by
locking closed two manually operated valves in this line within the four
hours. as required by Technical Specification 3.6.3.C. This is a closed
system within -containment and therefore was not a threat to the public

health or safety. The precise cause of the binding is not known at this

time since the valve cannot be easily disassembled under operating conditions.

Corrective Action:

‘The two manual valves downstream from containment in this line were locked

closed. A special procedure was implemented whereby nitrogen could be added
to the accumulators by having an operator attend these valves and stay in
direct communication with the Control Room. When plant conditions permit,
the binding in valve SI-855 will be corrected.

Corrective Action to Prevent Further Occurrence:

The valve will be inspected when plant conditions permit. The binding will
be corrected and the conditions investigated to determine what can be done
to prevent further occurrence. The corrective action taken satisfies the
requirements of the Technical Specifications and will be maintained until a
permanent repair of the valve is completed.




