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Cproline Power & Light Company LO 

H. B. ROBINSON STEAM ELCTRIC -ILMT  
Post Office.Box 790 

Hartsville, South Carolina 29550 

June 26, 1979 

Robinson File No: 2-0-4-a-3 SERIAL:RSEP/79-654 

Mr. Jame" P. O'Reilly 
Directorate of Regulatory Operations 
U. S. Nuclenr Regulatory Commission 
Region. 11 - Suite 3100 
Atlanta, Corgia 30303 

Dear Mr. O'Reilly: 

As reqritred by Technical Specification 6.9.2.a.8, the follcwing event is 
reported: 

On Juie 25, 1979, as a result of review of information provided to 
Carolina Pow.er & Light Conpany by Westinghouse Electric Corporation (NSSS 
Supplier), it was determnined that the Plant Technicnl Specifications could 
have permitted reactor operation in a manner less conservative than amsured 
in the safety analyses. Specifically, recent analyscs have revealed that a 
high energy break (feedivater line rupture) inside the reactor contain'ent 
could reulr In a non-conservative bians to steam generator law level act.tation 
of reactor protection due to amblent heatinR of the instrumvent's reference leg.  

This effect, it.wap determined, could cause am much as a 10% (of level span) 
error r-es-ulting in a delay of the Lo-Lo level reactor trip and auxiliary 
feedvater initiation. Technical Specifications currently Include only a 5% 
mrrgin to the safery analyses a-ssumption for the level at which these actions 
occu.r. The Plant Cperating Manual (PM), however, requires that this setpoint 
be at 15% of level span. Therefore, due to P0M controls, no unsafe condition 
exists.  

This event was reported to Mr. H. R. Banks, Hanager of Nuclear Generation and 
to Mr. P. J. Kellogg of the NRC Atlanta Office on June 25, 1979.  

Very truly yours, 

R. B. Starkey, r.,Manager 
H. B. Robinson SEG Plant 
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