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General Comment

A critical element of NRC policy needs to be catalyzing and encouraging aggressive
development of new nuclear reactor technology. This initiative is possible without
any direct federal funding. Technologies such as LFTR should be fostered.

For too long, private concerns have shied away from such development because of
the perceived (and real) risk of failure due to excessive regulations and to frivilous
lawsuits. It has proven virtually impossible to collect the needed venture capital in

this environment.

This is a significant national security issue, because other countries--notably China-
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-have been increasing their emphasis on such development. It would be a serious
impact to our economy and to national prestige if we were to end up buying this
technology.

This is a significant environmental issue, because new reactor technology is capable
of providing base load electricity in excess of our forecasted needs for at least a
century. This is something that wind, terrestrial solar and other "renewables" cannot
do. It would also be lower in CO2 production, and more economical (sans lawfare
and unnecessary regulation). Another environmental plus is the elimination of 99%
or more of the issues with current nuclear power...less waste, no meltdown or
explosion risk (and attendant radioactivity fears, usually exaggerated), less waste
and disruption in the fuel supply process, and the consumption of existing
dangerous nuclear wastes from the legacy reactors. In addition, new nuclear is a
genuine opportunity to eliminate electical power generation using coal and other
fossil fuels. '

The NRC can address this issue by:

a.) Including this goal and initiative in the NRC Mission Statement

b.) Revising regulations that tend to discourage such development without due
justification, so they permit it

c.) Seeking and recognizing development initiatives in the private sector

d.) Promoting the results of the ORNL MSR work from the 1960s

e.) Acting to restrain the efforts of groups who wage lawfare against any and all
development

If the 2014-2018 mission statement for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission does

not address this critical need one has to wonder what motives are behind it, and why
the NRC is not acting in the greater interest of the United States of America.
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