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From: Beltz, Terry
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2014 10:35 AM
To: 'Rippy, L. Randal'
Cc: 'Eckholt, Gene F. (Eugene.Eckholt@xenuclear.com)'; 'Kissinger, Peter W.'; Audrain, 

Margaret; Carlson, Robert; Reisifard, Mehdi; 'Loeffler, Richard A.'
Subject: Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant - Draft Requests for Additional Information re:  Request 

RR-003 (TAC No. MF3050)

Dear Mr. Rippy: 
  
By letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) dated October 31, 2013 (Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System Accession No. ML13308A390), Northern States Power Company – a 
Minnesota corporation (NSPM), doing business as Xcel Energy, submitted Request RR-003.  In RR-003, 
NSPM requests authorization to implement a risk-informed/safety-based inservice inspection (ISI) program 
based on American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and Pressure Code Case N-716, 
"Alternative Piping Classification and Examination Requirements, Section XI, Division 1," for ASME Class 1 
and 2 piping welds for the fifth 10-year ISI interval at the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant. 
  
The NRC staff in the Component Performance, NDE, and Testing Branch of the Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulatory has identified areas where additional information is needed to complete its review.  Draft requests 
for additional information (RAI) are provided below.  
  
You may accept these draft RAIs as formal Requests for Additional Information and provide a response by 
May 9, 2014.  You may also request to discuss the contents of these draft RAIs with the NRC staff in a 
conference call. 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
TERRY A. BELTZ, SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
One White Flint North 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD  20852-2738 
Mail Stop:  O-8D15 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************
*********************************** 
 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

REGARDING REQUEST RR-003 
 

IMPLEMENTATION OF A RISK-INFORMED/SAFETY-BASED INSERVICE INSPECTION PROGRAM 
 

BASED ON ASME BOILER AND PRESSURE CODE CASE N-716 FOR ASME CLASS 1 AND 2 PIPING 
WELDS 

 
FOR THE FIFTH TEN-YEAR INSERVICE INSPECTION INTERVAL 

 
MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT 
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(TAC NO. MF3050) 

 
 
 

By letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) dated October 31, 2013 (Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession Number ML13308A390), Northern States Power 
Company – Minnesota corporation (NSPM), doing business as Xcel Energy, submitted Request RR-003 for 
NRC review and approval.  RR-003 requests authorization to implement a risk-informed/safety-based (RIS_B) 
inservice inspection (ISI) program based on American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and 
Pressure Vessel Code Case N-716 for ASME Class 1 and 2 piping welds for the fifth 10-year ISI interval at the 
Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant, Unit 1. 
 
The NRC staff in the Component Performance, NDE, and Testing Branch (EPNB) of the Office of Nuclear 
Reactor Regulation has reviewed the October 31, 2013, submittal, and identified that the following requests for 
additional information (RAI) are needed to complete its review: 
 

 
RAI EPNB-1 
 
Section 3.3.4 of Enclosure 1, states that relief requests for cases where less than 90 percent coverage is 
obtained will be submitted. 
 
Please describe the efforts in weld selection such that greater than 90 percent coverage is attainable in the 
RIS_B inservice inspection program. 
 
 
RAI EPNB-2 
 
Section 4 of Enclosure 1, states that welds were selected for examination in the 1st period that met the 
requirements of both ASME Section XI and Code Case N-716, and that credit will be taken for these welds. 
 

a. What were the results of the examinations? 
 

b. Was greater than 90 percent coverage attained? 
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