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What is the Statistical
Abstract?

The Statistical Abstract of the United States, published since 1878, is the
authoritative and comprehensive summary of statistics on the social,
political, and economic organization of the United States.

Use the Abstract as a convenient volume for statistical reference, and as a
guide to sources of more information both in print and on the Web.

Sources of data include the Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Bureau of Economic Analysis, and many other Federal agencies and
private organizations.

The U.S. Census Bureau is terminating the collection of
data for the Statistical Compendia program effective
October 1, 2011. The Statistical Compendium program is
comprised of the Statistical Abstract of the United States
and its supplemental products - - the State and
Metropolitan Area Data Book and the County and City
Data Book. In preparation for the Fiscal Year 2012 (FY
2012) budget, the Census Bureau did a comprehensive
review of a number of programs and had to make difficult
proposals to terminate and reduce a number of existing
programs in order to acquire funds for higher priority
programs. The decision to propose the elimination of this
program was not made lightly. To access the most
current data, please refer to the organizations cited in
the source notes for each table of the Statistical
Abstract.

Sources of Data

The Abstract is also your guide to sources of other data from the Census
Bureau, other Federal agencies, and private organizations.

» Guide to Sources
» Federal Agency Statistical Reports

» State Abstracts

[Excel] or the letters [xIs] indicate a document is in the Microsoft® Excel®
Spreadsheet Format (XLS). To view the file, you will need the Microsoft® Excel®
Viewer [3» available for free from Microsoft®.

[PDF] or ﬂ denotes a file in Adobe’s Portable Document Format. To view the file,
you will need the Adobe® Reader® [3+ available free from Adobe.

This symbol [3» indicates a link to a non-government web site. Our linking to these
sites does not constitute an endorsement of any products, services or the
information found on them. Once you link to another site you are subject to the
policies of the new site.
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