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General Comment 
Docket ID: NRC-2012-0246, The Waste Confidence GEIS is No Excuse for Leaving Dangerous Nuclear Waste 
at Closed Nuclear Plants 
 
700 Sierra Club Angeles Chapter supporters have signed on to this letter. 
 
Dec 20, 2013 
 
NRC Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
 
To Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff, 
 
The comments that follow are regarding Docket ID NRC-2012-0246. 
 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) should dismiss the findings of 
its Waste Confidence Generic Environmental Impact Statement. The study 
is flawed and should not become the excuse for leaving dangerous 
nuclear waste behind at closed nuclear plants.
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I oppose the GEIS findings that highly radioactive nuclear waste can be 
safely stored in current temporary facilities above ground for the long 
term on the grounds of the closed San Onofre plant and at similar 
temporary facilities near all other nuclear plants closed or still 
operating nationwide. 
 
I support the call by the Sierra Club for the NRC to create a safe, 
long-term solution for managing and disposing of the nation's spent 
nuclear fuel and high level radioactive waste. 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission seeks public input on NRC 
NUREG-2157, also known as the Waste Confidence Generic Environmental 
Impact Statement. The apparent intent of this Statement is to justify 
storing nuclear fuel waste on-site at closed nuclear power plants for 
decades or even longer, with no requirement to move the waste at any 
point to a less hazardous location. 
 
The NRC Statement rates the risks of on-site storage as almost 
insignificant. This is not credible at any site. And because 
environmental impacts are shown as "generic," no distinction 
is made of added risks at sites such as San Onofre that are in 
earthquake and tsunami zones on small and valuable pieces of land near 
major population centers and transportation corridors. 
 
At best, permanent on-site storage would take these sites out of use 
for any purpose other than housing waste storage in above ground 
concrete "mausoleums." 
 
At worst, this dubious policy would put area residents in peril of 
accidents in spent fuel pools or from long-term decay of dry-cask 
storage. These perils have been greatly increased by the use of 
"high burn-up" fuel that is hotter both thermally and 
radioactively, making it more dangerous to handle and more difficult to 
store. Currently, high burn-up has no approved means of storage beyond 
20 years. 
 
Overall, the proposed NRC Statement underrates risks at all sites, 
blurs or eliminates the fact of higher risk at some sites, and seeks to 
walk away from the search for less hazardous sites. 
 
The Sierra Club's bottom line conclusion: There remains no alternative 
but to continue the hard and necessary work of "creating a safe, 
long-term solution for managing and disposing of the nation's spent 
nuclear fuel and high level radioactive waste," in the words of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Blue Ribbon Commission, which 
reported in January 2012. 
 
The NRC should recognize that the attempt to use a GEIS to wish away 
this problem is fundamentally flawed, and should return to the sound 
policy proposed by its own Commission. 
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Thank you for your attention to these concerns. 
 
 
George Watland, Los Angeles, CA 
Glenn Pascall, Dana Point, CA 
 
All 700 supporters signing this letter are included in the attachment. 

Attachments 
NRC Letter Sierra Club Angeles Chapter 
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Docket ID: NRC-2012-0246, The Waste Confidence GEIS is No Excuse for Leaving 
Dangerous Nuclear Waste at Closed Nuclear Plants

700 Sierra Club supporters have signed on to this letter as shown below.

Dec 20, 2013

NRC Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff
Washington, DC 20555-0001

To Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff,

The comments that follow are regarding Docket ID NRC-2012-0246.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) should dismiss the findings of
its Waste Confidence Generic Environmental Impact Statement.  The study
is flawed and should not become the excuse for leaving dangerous
nuclear waste behind at closed nuclear plants.

I oppose the GEIS findings that highly radioactive nuclear waste can be
safely stored in current temporary facilities above ground for the long
term on the grounds of the closed San Onofre plant and at similar
temporary facilities near all other nuclear plants closed or still
operating nationwide.

I support the call by the Sierra Club for the NRC to create a safe,
long-term solution for managing and disposing of the nation's spent
nuclear fuel and high level radioactive waste.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission seeks public input on NRC
NUREG-2157, also known as the Waste Confidence Generic Environmental
Impact Statement. The apparent intent of this Statement is to justify
storing nuclear fuel waste on-site at closed nuclear power plants for
decades or even longer, with no requirement to move the waste at any
point to a less hazardous location.

The NRC Statement rates the risks of on-site storage as almost
insignificant. This is not credible at any site. And because
environmental impacts are shown as "generic," no distinction
is made of added risks at sites such as San Onofre that are in
earthquake and tsunami zones on small and valuable pieces of land near
major population centers and transportation corridors.

At best, permanent on-site storage would take these sites out of use
for any purpose other than housing waste storage in above ground
concrete "mausoleums."

At worst, this dubious policy would put area residents in peril of
accidents in spent fuel pools or from long-term decay of dry-cask
storage. These perils have been greatly increased by the use of
"high burn-up" fuel that is hotter both thermally and
radioactively, making it more dangerous to handle and more difficult to
store.  Currently, high burn-up has no approved means of storage beyond
20 years.

Overall, the proposed NRC Statement underrates risks at all sites,
blurs or eliminates the fact of higher risk at some sites, and seeks to
walk away from the search for less hazardous sites.

The Sierra Club's bottom line conclusion: There remains no alternative
but to continue the hard and necessary work of "creating a safe,
long-term solution for managing and disposing of the nation's spent
nuclear fuel and high level radioactive waste," in the words of
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the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Blue Ribbon Commission, which
reported in January 2012.

The NRC should recognize that the attempt to use a GEIS to wish away
this problem is fundamentally flawed, and should return to the sound
policy proposed by its own Commission.

Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

George Watland, Los Angeles, CA
Glenn Pascall, Dana Point, CA
Elmer A Anderson Jr
Anji A.,Verdugo City,CA
MARTIN ANSELL
Sigrid Acosta Ramos,Van Nuys,CA
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Maggie Adrian
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Natalie Alexander
Zsanine Alexander
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Misha Askren,Los Angeles,CA
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Crissi Avila
Benjamin Axt
John Ayala,Fullerton,CA
R B
ROLLIN BLANTON,Los Angeles,CA
Michael Bailey,Mission Viejo,CA
William Baker,San Clemente,CA
Lee Baldwin,Norwalk,CA
Jeronimo Barajas,Los Angeles,CA
Nancy Barcellona,Los Angeles,CA
Mary Barker,Lancaster,CA
Rebecca Barker,Los Angeles,CA
Sharon Barnes
Candice Barnett,Santa Monica,CA
Angela Bartolomeo
Abigail Bates,Los Angeles,CA
John Bates,Tujunga,CA
Charles Beals,Van Nuys,CA
Heidi Bean,Newport Beach,CA
Evan BeattieCA
Sarah Beauchamp,Los Angeles,CA
Carol Becker,Sherman Oaks,CA
Ann Bein,Los Angeles,CA
Jim Bell
Jim Belsley
Douglas Benedict
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Hideki Yoshida,Hawthorne,CA
Aerie Youn
Jo Young,Culver City,CA
Nancy L Young,Laguna Woods,CA
Noah YoungelsonCA
Hayim Zadaca,Long Beach,CA
Joy Zadaca
Malene Zamora,La Mirada,CA
V. Zamora,Torrance,CA
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Theda Zaretsky
paige Ziehler-MartinCA
John ZimmermannCA
andrea anaya,Tustin,CA
mary andre,los angeles,CA
j angell
jena ardell
claudine armand,Los Angeles,CA
reva biers,Tarzana,CA
patricia borchmann,Escondido,CA
simone boudriot
renee bradford
harvey buchbinder,Beverly Hills,CA
kx bx,Lancaster,CA
jesse calderon,Baldwin Park,CA
janessa caldwell-garcia
thomas canning
suzy capano,Laguna Beach,CA
seth carr,Signal Hill,CA
joy cash,San Diego,CA
James clement,Covina,CA
jerry collamer,San Clemente,CA
steve coltonCA
Luis de la Fuente,Pasdena,CA
robert deferrante,Pasadena,CA
scott dennis,Long Beach,CA
susie diwald
dinda evans,san diego,CA
suzy fentonCA
richard gary
linda gibboney
mark & susan glasser
tanya guchiCA
patt healy,santa monica,CA
clare hone,Anaheim,CA
jeff hopkins,Lindenhurst,IL
stefan jeremias
darynne jesslerCA
andrea jimenez,Los Angeles,CA
arnold johnson,Los Angeles,CA
lee jordan,Los Angeles,CA
alena jorgensenCA
bev kelly
brian kesslerCA
diana kliche,Long Beach,CA
marisa landsberg
linda lemieux,Lakewood,CA
kathy meschCA
eric meyers,Winnetka,CA
jean molinari,San Pedro,CA
greg nelson
robert nola,Los Angeles,CA
terrence ohearnCA
richard oliver,capistrano beach,CA
diane olson,Santa Monica,CA
c paz stanuikynas
Peter pfeiffer,Altadena,CA
rose puntilloCA
richard ramirez,Fullerton,CA
virginia rater
lisa rennie
hector reyes
joe rivera,Monterey Park,CA
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Sergio sanchez
Robert schultz,Sylmar,CA
barbara shapiro,Santa Monica,CA
marc silverman,Los Angeles,CA
anette stauskeMD
moe stavnezer,San Gabriel,CA
Harvey sternheim,Los Angeles,CA
barbara and steve szemenyei,sjc,CA
janice tarr,Los Angeles,CA
paul templeman,Topanga,CA
matt thomasCA
Darius von Knobelsdorff
eric webber,Lawndale,CA
lynne weiske
judith winston
matt woodward
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