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1 INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received an application from Exelon
Generation Company, LLC (Exelon), dated May 29, 2013 (Exelon 2013), for renewal of the
operating license for Braidwood Station (Braidwood), Units 1 and 2. Braidwood is located in Will
County, IL. The purpose of this report is to provide a concise summary of the determinations
and conclusions reached, including the significant issues identified as a result of the scoping
process in the NRC’s environmental review of this license renewal application.

As part of the application, Exelon submitted an Environmental Report (ER) (Agencywide
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) No. ML131550528) prepared in
accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 51, “Environmental
protection regulations for domestic licensing and related regulatory functions,” which contains
the NRC requirements for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969

(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq., herein referred to as NEPA). The requirements for preparation and
submittal of ERs to the NRC are outlined in 10 CFR 51.53(c)(3).

The requirements in Section 51.53(c)(3) are based upon the findings documented in
NUREG-1437, “Generic Environmental Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear
Plants” (GEIS) (NRC 2013a). In the GEIS, the staff identified and evaluated the environmental
impacts associated with license renewal. After issuing a draft version of the GEIS, the staff
received and considered input from Federal and State agencies, public organizations, and
private citizens before developing the final document. As a result of the assessments in the
GEIS, a number of impacts were determined to be generic to all nuclear power plants (or, in
some cases, to plants having specific characteristics such as a particular type of cooling
system). These generic issues are designated as “Category 1” impacts. An applicant for
license renewal may adopt the conclusions contained in the GEIS for Category 1 impacts unless
there is new and significant information that may cause the conclusions to differ from those of
the GEIS. Other impacts that require a site-specific review are designated as “Category 2”
impacts and are required to be evaluated in the applicant's ER. Appendix B to Subpart A of
10 CFR Part 51 lists Category 1 and 2 issues and summarizes the GEIS findings for these
issues, as supported by the above noted revision to the GEIS. The NRC issued GEIS,
Revision 1, in 2013 (78 FR 37323, June 20, 2013).

On July 24, 2013, the NRC initiated the scoping process by issuing a Federal Register notice
(78 FR 46379). This notified the public of the staff’s intent to prepare a plant-specific
supplement to the GEIS regarding the application for renewal of the Braidwood, Units 1 and 2,
operating licenses. The plant-specific supplement to the GEIS is referred to as the
supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS). The SEIS will be prepared in
accordance with 10 CFR Part 51.

The scoping process provides an opportunity for public participation to identify issues to be
addressed in the SEIS and to highlight public concerns and issues. The notice of intent
identified the following objectives of the scoping process:

e Define the proposed action.

o Determine the scope of the SEIS and identify significant issues to be
analyzed in depth.

¢ Identify and eliminate peripheral issues.



¢ Identify any environmental assessments and other environmental impact
statements being prepared that are related to the SEIS.

¢ |dentify other environmental review and consultation requirements.
¢ Indicate the schedule for preparation of the SEIS.
¢ Identify any cooperating agencies.

o Describe how the SEIS will be prepared.

The NRC'’s proposed action is to determine whether to renew the Braidwood, Units 1 and 2,
operating licenses for an additional 20 years.

The scope of the SEIS includes an evaluation of the environmental impact of Braidwood, Units 1
and 2, license renewal and reasonable alternatives to license renewal. The Scoping Comments
and Responses section of this report includes specific issues identified by the comments. The
subsequent NRC responses explain whether the issues will be addressed in the SEIS and, if so,
where in the SEIS they will likely be addressed. At the onset of the scoping process, the NRC
identified a number of significant issues for this license renewal review. These issues are
site-specific to Braidwood, and they are applicable Category 2 issues as listed in Appendix B to
Subpart A of 10 CFR Part 51. Among the significant issues that were identified in the scoping
process are the potential groundwater impact related to tritium release and water usage.

Throughout the scoping process, the NRC staff identified and eliminated peripheral issues. This
report provides responses to comments that were considered to be peripheral and will be
evaluated no further. Those that were significant or have not been covered by another
environmental review by the staff will be evaluated in detail and documented in the appropriate
sections of the SEIS for Braidwood license renewal.

The staff identified other related environmental impact statements (EISs) that have been
prepared by the staff, in accordance with 10 CFR 51.29(a)(4). These are the EISs for the
Dresden Nuclear Power Station and LaSalle County Station. The applicant’s ER identified
these plants as located within 50 miles of Braidwood Station. These EISs are related to but are
not part of the scope of the EIS for the Braidwood license renewal review.

The NRC staff is required to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), as appropriate, under the Magnuson—Stevens Fisheries
Conservation and Management Act and section 7 of the Endangered Species Act to evaluate
the potential impacts of continued operation on endangered species. The staff is consulting
with FWS as applicable during this review. No endangered species occur near the site, which
are under NMFS’s jurisdiction. In addition, essential fish habitat does not occur near the site.
Therefore, the staff has not initiated consultation with NMFS as appropriate.

The NRC staff plans to comply with section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) in connection with meeting the requirements of NEPA. In accordance with

36 CFR 800(c), the NRC intends to use its process and documentation for the preparation of the
SEIS for the proposed action to comply with section 106 of the NHPA in lieu of the procedures
set forth at 36 CFR 800.3 through 800.6. To fulfill its obligations, the NRC initiated consultation
with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the lllinois Historic Preservation Officer, and
Indian tribes who were considered to have historical ties to the vicinity of Braidwood. The
following tribes are being consulted:



e Citizen Potawatomi Nation;

e Forest County Potawatomi;

e Hannahville Indian Community, Band of Potawatomi;

e Ho-Chunk Nation;

e Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas;

o Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma;

e Miami Tribe of Oklahoma;

e Pokagon Band of Potawatomi;

e Prairie Band of Potawatomi Nation;

e Sac and Fox Nation;

e Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska;
e Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa/Meskwaki Nation; and

¢ Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska.

The staff lists the consultation with agencies and Indian tribes in Appendix C of the SEIS as
appropriate. The staff did not identify any cooperating agencies for the Braidwood license
renewal review. The staff expects to publish the draft SEIS in 2014.

The staff will prepare the SEIS with contract support from Ecology and Environment, Inc.

(E & E). E & E will provide expertise for the review areas of Air, Meteorology, and Alternatives.
In addition, BLH Technologies, Inc., will provide contract support for technical editing for the
scoping summary report and the draft and final EISs for Braidwood license renewal.

The NRC invited the applicant, Federal, State, and local government agencies, Indian tribal
governments, local organizations, and individuals to participate in the scoping process by
providing oral comments at the scheduled public meetings or by submitting written comments
before the end of the scoping comment period on September 27, 2013. The scoping process
included two public meetings. The meetings were held in the afternoon and evening of

August 21, 2013, at the Fossil Ridge Library, 386 W. Kennedy Road, city of Braidwood, lllinois
60408. The NRC issued press releases, purchased newspaper advertisements, and distributed
flyers locally to advertise these meetings. Approximately 60 people attended the meetings.
Each session began with NRC staff members providing a brief overview of the license renewal
process (both environmental and safety reviews) and a detailed NEPA environmental review
process. Following the NRC’s prepared statements, the floor was opened for public comments.
Twenty-four attendees provided oral comments that were recorded and transcribed by a
certified court reporter. The transcripts of the comments from these meetings are included in
Section 5 of this report. The NRC issued a summary of the scoping meetings in

September 2013 (NRC 2013b).

All documents associated with this scoping process are available for public inspection in the
NRC Public Document Room (PDR), located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, Maryland 20852, or from ADAMS. The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is
accessible at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. Persons who encounter problems in




accessing documents in ADAMS should contact the NRC’s PDR reference staff by telephone at
1-800-397-4209 or 301-415-4737 or by e-mail at pdr.resource@nrc.gov.

In addition to the public comments received at the August 2013 meetings, the NRC received
four additional comment submissions related to the scoping of the SEIS. The ADAMS
accession number for each meeting transcript and written submission is listed in Table 1 of this
report.

At the conclusion of the scoping period, September 27, 2013, the staff reviewed the transcripts,
meeting notes, and the four written communications received and docketed in ADAMS in order
to identify individual comments. All public comments are included at the end of this report and
are listed in Table 1. Each comment is marked with a unique identifier including the Commenter
ID (specified in Table 1) and a comment number allowing each comment to be traced back to
the transcript, letter, or e-mail in which the comment is documented. Comments are
consolidated and categorized by SEIS subject areas or by general topics if outside the scope of
the GEIS. After grouping the comments by subject areas, the NRC staff determined the
appropriate action for each comment. The action (where in the SEIS the staff will address the
comment) or resolution (why the comment is peripheral to this environmental review and will not
be reviewed further) for each comment is described in the staff’'s responses in this report.



2 SCOPING PARTICIPANTS

The comments and suggestions received as part of the scoping process are documented in this
report, and the disposition of each comment is discussed in Section 3. Each comment received
an identifying number for the purpose of discussion in this scoping summary report. The
meeting transcripts and written comments are included in their original format at the end of this
report, Section 5.

Comments have been grouped into the following general categories:

o General Comments in Support of or Opposition to Exelon, Nuclear Power,
or License Renewal for Braidwood;

e Alternatives to License Renewal of Braidwood;

e Socioeconomic Impact of Braidwood;

o Water Usage or Hydrology;

e Human Health;

e Terrestrial or Aquatic Ecology;

e Plant Closure Planning;

o Comments Beyond the Scope of NRC’s Environmental Review:
— Plant Security and
— Safety Issues and Aging Management of Plant Systems;

e Comments From Consultation; and

¢ Climate Change.

In those cases where the commenter did not provide any new environmental information, only a
brief response is provided to the comment and no further evaluation will be performed in the
supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS).

The preparation of the SEIS will take into account all the relevant issues raised during the
scoping process. The SEIS will address both Category 1 and 2 issues, along with any new
information identified as a result of the scoping process. The SEIS will rely on conclusions
supported by information in the generic environmental impact statement (GEIS) for Category 1
issues and will include analysis of Category 2 issues and any new and significant information.
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) will issue a draft SEIS (DSEIS) for public
comment. The DSEIS comment period will offer the next opportunity for the applicant,
interested Federal, State, and local government agencies, Indian tribal governments, local
organizations, and other members of the public to provide input to the NRC’s environmental
review process. The comments received on the DSEIS will be considered in the preparation of
the final SEIS. The final SEIS, along with the staff’'s safety evaluation report, will provide much
of the basis for the NRC’s decision on Exelon Generation Company, LLC’s (Exelon’s)
application to renew the Braidwood licenses. The NRC will issue its Record of Decision in
accordance with 10 CFR 51.103 as a part of the issuance of the renewed license, as
appropriate.



Table 1. Individuals Providing Comments During the Scoping Comment Period

Affiliation (If Comment Commenter ADAM.S
Commenter Accession
Stated) Source ID
Number
Comments from
Bill Rulien Braidwood Mayor the transcript, Braidwood 1 ML13248A191
afternoon
: Comments from
Will County : . ML13248A191,
Lawrence Walsh Executive the transcript, Braidwood 2 ML13247A009
afternoon
Comments from
Herbert Brooks, Jr. Will County Board the transcript, Braidwood 3 ML13248A191
afternoon
U.S. Congressman R RS LT
Seth Jansen S gres the transcript, Braidwood 4 ML13248A191
Kinzinger Office
afternoon
Comments from
Rich Girof Braidwood Police the transcript, Braidwood 5 ML13248A191
afternoon
Comments from
Mark Kanavos Exelon the transcript, Braidwood 6 ML13248A191
afternoon
Comments from
Mike Gallagher Exelon the transcript, Braidwood 7 ML13248A191
afternoon
Will County Center ~ Comments from
John Grueling* for Economic the transcript, Braidwood 8 ML13248A191
Development afternoon
IL Chamber of Comments from
Tom Wolf the transcript, Braidwood 9 ML13248A191
Commerce
afternoon
Will County Board
member, Union
Sheet Metal Comments. from _
Don Moran* the transcript, Braidwood 10 ML13248A191
Workers, and IL afternoon
State Rifle
Association
Comments from
James King REED-Custer the transcript, Braidwood 11 ML13248A191
(CUSD)
afternoon
IL Clean Ener Comments from
Doug Obrien .. 9y the transcript, Braidwood 12 ML13248A191
Coalition (ICEC)
afternoon
Comments from
Irfan Khan Exelon the transcript, Braidwood 13 ML13248A191
afternoon
Community Advisory RIS LT
Dee deGroh the transcript, Braidwood 14 ML13248A191

Panel (CAP)

afternoon




ADAMS

Commenter Affiliation (If Comment Commenter Accession
Stated) Source ID
Number
. Comments from
Angie Hutton Braidwood Chamber the transcript, Braidwood 15 ML13248A191
of Commerce
afternoon
Comments from
Chris Rosso Exelon the transcript, Braidwood 16 ML13248A191
afternoon
Comments from
Dave Kraft* NEIS - Chicago the transcript, Braidwood 17 ML13248A191
afternoon
Comments from
. State Senator, 38th : . ML13248A191,
Sue Rezin District the tr_anscnpt, Braidwood 18 ML13248A271
evening
U.S. Conaressman Comments from
Greg Ridenour - gres the transcript, Braidwood 19 ML13248A191
Kinzinger Office ;
evening
Comments from
Denis Forrest Community/Exelon  the transcript, Braidwood 20 ML13248A191
evening
Proactive Strategies Comments from
Philip O'Connor Inc ’ the transcript, Braidwood 21 ML13248A191
' evening
Will County Comments from
Steve Quigley Governmental the transcript, Braidwood 22 ML13248A191
League evening
Comments from
Frank Antos CAP the transcript, Braidwood 23 ML13248A191
evening
Grundy Economic CEmmFNS e
Nancy Ammer* the transcript, Braidwood 24 ML13248A191
Development |
evening
llinois Comment from
Alan Keller Environmental ; Braidwood 25 ML13207A105
. regulation.gov
Protection Agency
Tom Zimmer Braidwood Resident Comm(_ent e Braidwood 26 ML13263A219
regulation.gov
Shawn Cirton Fish and Wildife - Commentfrom g 400427 ML13269A373
Service regulation.gov
Anne Haaker can Histp i ' Comm.ent from Braidwood 28 ML13269A369
Preservation Officer regulation.gov
Kent Collier Kickapoo Tribe of - Commentfrom g 400409 ML13274A239
Oklahoma regulation.gov
David A. Kraft Nuclear Energy Commentfrom g Jiqwo0d30  ML13277A305

Information Service

regulation.gov

*

distribution list in accordance with 10 CFR 51.28(a)(6)

scoping participant who provided mailing address or e-mail address and requested to be on the NRC




3 SCOPING COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

In this section, the staff provides responses to public scoping comments in accordance with

10 CFR 51.29. In providing the responses, the staff identifies the significant issues to be
analyzed in depth and eliminated from detailed study the issues that are peripheral or not
significant, or that have been covered by prior environmental review. For those issues that will
not be evaluated further, the staff provides (1) a brief explanation of why the issues are
peripheral or will not have significant effect on the quality of the human environment or (2) a
reference to their coverage elsewhere.

3.1 General Comments in Support of or Opposition to Exelon, Nuclear Power, and
License Renewal for Braidwood

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 2-2, 3-2, 13-1, 15-2, 15-4, 16-1, 18-1, 20-2, and 23-1. The comments listed below
are extracted from the original sources in Section 5.

Comment 2-2: So, | think that their record, even though not one hundred percent, has been more
than satisfactory. We continue to work. We continue to work together in a partnership that only
makes it better for all concerned, for the plant and for our communities. But | strongly support,
strongly support the re-licensing of the Braidwood Nuclear Generation Station.

And the speaker of the Accounting Board will be up here to speak in a few minutes. But | do have
the resolution, Resolution No. 13187 that was [passed] on July the 24th, just last month, in regards
to a unanimous support from the county board on supporting the re-licensing. So, thank you.

Comment 3-2: This plant provides consistent and cost effective energy that is reliable for Will
County and the entire region. Without this facility, the plant, we would be hard pressed to find a
reliable energy source without the Braidwood Nuclear Station. Will County has a good working
relationship with this facility and the plant, and our communication with this plant and the County
Board has greatly improved. And we're working on further improvement.

Comment 13-1: And our job number one in our organization, our organization at Braidwood is
safety. So, every task we perform, we perform it safely and we ensure that it is safely
performed.

I’'m also part of the North American Young Generation in Nuclear, which is an organization that
fosters professional development for employees under 30. And we also have many activities for
community outreach and for volunteering. And | just wanted to convey my support for the
continued operation of the Braidwood Station.

Comment 15-2: With that, everyone has said how they’'ve helped with the schools, all the events.
[They] do the Fishing for the Cure. They've helped with the Red Carpet Corridor event. More than
they know, they’ve helped with that.

With that being said, helping with all the events, it has had to open the communication because
you can’'t go to an event or talk to them without something coming up about the plant. So, they do
have to answer everyone here in town frequently. They definitely made a big difference here in
town.

| had not been, as the Chamber President, and | also have, you know, with what | do for work, with
people | meet, | have not had anyone say to me that they should not have their license renewed.
So, with that, the Chamber would like to see the Braidwood Station’s license renewed.



Comment 15-4: And as Dee said, the CAP, we go in there and they have no idea what
questions we’re bringing. Anything that the public wants to know, anything that we want to
know, and they do answer it right away, and if not, it's at the next meeting, but they have no
idea. And with all that they do for support, they’re meeting people every day with no idea what
people on the street are going to ask, and they do answer it. And that, in this day and age, is a
big deal, there’s no, well, I'll get back to you or let me see what | can find out, they do answer it.

So, with that and the support that they’ve given us, and Exelon will be speaking at our next
chamber meeting, so, and they’ll have no idea what those people are going to ask that morning.
With that, we would like the license for the station to be renewed.

Comment 16-1: So, it's an industrial safety aspect that really bleeds over into every aspect
through -- engineering department into the environmental side and really beyond. So, as a new
member in nuclear, I'm extremely compressed, excuse me, impressed at the culture that’s at
Braidwood and it's something that even if | move on in nuclear, I'll always take with me. So, thank
you.

Comment 18-1: Since | won’t be near Rockville, Maryland anytime soon, thank you for the
opportunity to make the comments here tonight. It's much more convenient. Just briefly I'd like
to say, my senate district is a high energy producing district, and with it we have three nuclear
power plants in here. Exelon has been an excellent company for our communities in terms of,
you know, reaching out to the communities, but also providing good paying jobs in the area as
well. So, we appreciate them. We also appreciate you being here as they’re going through the
re-licensing, and anytime that we’ve had any questions with them, they’re very responsive to us
and we appreciate that as well.

Comment 20-2: As an employee, I’'m a maintenance analyst at Braidwood. I'm proud to say
that | was part of the start-up team from the 1980s, so I've been there quite a while. Not only is
the equipment updated, but the people are updated as well, we are developed, so thank you to
Exelon, they’ve developed me as well.

As | get new employees into the site, I'm so proud of our plant and the way that it looks and the
perception when you see it, that | take my people for tours out in the plant so that they can talk
to their neighbors and say, wow, that is just a great operation. It's not scary when you actually
see it. It’s all the talk behind the scenes, when you don’t actually get to witness it and see how
clean and how professional it is.

Safety, so | am a community, | am community, Mark knows | say that all the time. So when we
tied into the septic, or the sewer, selfishly | was worried about how that would, how my toilet
would handle that at home. Pleased to announce no problems at all. So I’'m always worried
about the community aspect.

They are an excellent neighbor. The plant doesn’t stink, it's not loud. When we do night
activities we notify the community. It's just a respectful company to work for.

Lastly, industrial safety, radiation safety, | have no fears at all being, living in the community and
living my entire life in the community. We have so many systems, so many controls and so
many monitors in place, and even with all that, you still, you have to have a culture. If you have
the people and the equipment in place but you have a culture that doesn’t support that
questioning attitude of being your brother’s keeper and looking out for everything, then you'’re
not going to have a, you’re not going to succeed in this business.



The expectation at Braidwood, and at any Exelon plant, is that if you see something that doesn’t
look right, you bring it up. We don’t hide anything, we put it out there in the open and then we
address it. And that’s everybody’s, everybody’s responsibility, it's not just for Mark, it’s not just
for the manager, it’s for the clerical person all the way up, the contractor, anybody to bring it up.
So knowing that culture, and that is the expectation, I'm grateful to be at Braidwood and | would
like to be extended as well.

Comment 23-1: As a long time resident of the area, | don’t see any problem with them getting
renewed on their license. They've been excellent, good neighbors. All | can tell you, that’s, go
for it.

Response: These comments are general expressions of support for Exelon, nuclear power, or
license renewal of Braidwood.

The comments provide no new and significant information for the environmental review and will
not be evaluated further in the development of the SEIS.

3.2 Alternatives to License Renewal of Braidwood

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 1-1, 1-3, 2-5, 4-2, 7-1, 7-2, 9-1, 10-2, 10-4, 11-2, 12-1, 12-3, 19-2, 21-1, and 30-3.

Response: These comments refer to energy-source alternatives to license renewal of
Braidwood, such as wind, solar, etc., including the “no action” alternative. Energy-source
alternatives will be addressed in the SEIS. Appendix A of the SEIS will include expanded
responses to these comments.

3.3 Socioeconomic Impact of Braidwood

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 1-2, 1-4, 2-1, 2-3, 2-4, 3-1, 4-1, 5-1, 6-4, 6-8, 8-1, 8-2, 8-4, 8-5, 9-2, 10-1, 10-3, 11-1,
12-2, 12-4, 14-3, 18-2, 19-1, 20-1, 21-2, 22-1, 24-1, and 30-2. The comments listed below are
extracted from the original sources in Section 5.

Comment 1-2: Now, not too long, probably about 1980, | was doing a little bit of construction in
the Goose Lake area, which is near the Dresden power plant. | was working for a construction
company. And | noticed that people were building houses nearby. And | wondered about that,
how that would work out.

Well, all | can tell you is for 25 years, we have lived side by side with nuclear power plants in
Braidwood now that are operated. A benefit from that is good jobs. They contribute to our tax
base for our library, our schools, and our fire department. It's been really good for our economy
from that point of view.

They’ve been generous to our communities. And Godley, they’ve spent millions of dollars to
build a water system for the people at Godley. And Braceville, they’ve spent millions of dollars
that subsidize that city. Our food pantry, they contribute thousands of dollars of help to our food
pantry and many other projects in our communities. Last year they helped out our city with
$15,000 to buy an electronic sign and to help out with our little tourist attraction we’re trying to
build for Route 66 to improve our economy here in Braidwood.

10



Comment 1-4: In about 1980 | was doing a little construction work out by Goose Lake, and it
seemed that folks were starting to build houses out by nuclear power plants, and | thought that
was a pretty remarkable thing. Well, for 25 years we in the Braidwood area now have lived side
by side with working nuclear power plant, and it's brought many benefits to our area. They
include good jobs, contribution to our tax base has been enormous, for our library, our schools
and our fire district.

They’'ve been generous to our community. Kindly they’ve given millions of dollars to create a
water system there in Braceville, millions of dollars in subsidy, food pantry, thousands of dollars
in help to our food pantry, help our needy, and many other projects too numerous to mention.
Last year they helped out the city when | asked them to help us buy the electronic sign outside
of city hall, and to help us create a tourism spot that we hope will help us create tourism energy
and economic benefit on Route 66.

So, they’ve been a really good neighbor, and | just wanted to say that a guy here earlier today,
he mentioned that, you know, his whole thing was what’s going to happen if the power plant was
to close down. Well, you know, we think about those things, and my administration’s planned
on those things, and we’re planning to use the money we get in this area from our nuclear
power plant and the good jobs and everything to help prepare us for that future. We've set
aside acreage for industry and things like that, and we intend to be ready for that date.

But | also, personally, believe that the infrastructure that’s there on that power plant site But |
also, personally, believe that the infrastructure that's there on that power plant site now, they will
develop a way to use that, because they’re going to have a major investment in that site, and
they might build Braidwood three and four there, | don’t know, it’ll probably be after I'm long
gone, but | look forward to that.

Comment 2-1: As the Mayor has said, Braidwood Nuclear Generation Station has been a good
neighbor. We’ve had our ups and downs and we’ve had our bumps in the road. And issues like
tritium that we never maybe even knew of ten years ago became a part of our vocabulary.

But with that came the willingness when we brought this issue forward to the station, Braidwood,
their willingness to work with us, to work with the community. It opened the door of
transparency that wasn’t there before, that opened the door of communications that wasn’t there
before, meaningful communications, meaningful transparency.

And as the Mayor said, a nuclear power plant located here in the southwest portion of Will
County in Braidwood, 800 to 900 good paying jobs. Jobs that can support a family. Jobs that
can support a community. Jobs that can support the other governmental entities such as
schools, fire protection district, police departments; all of those are beneficiary of having a
neighbor like the Braidwood Generation Station.

Comment 2-3: WHEREAS, a strong, diverse and competitive energy generation industry not
only brings direct economic benefit in the form of high-paying, skilled jobs, it also supports
thousands of additional jobs across the economic spectrum.

Comment 2-4: WHEREAS, the Braidwood Generating Station employs nearly 900 full-time staff

and supports thousands of additional jobs through vendors and maintenance contracts
benefiting area building trades and small companies.
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WHEREAS, the Braidwood Generating Station creates additional community benefits through
tax payments, charitable involvement and sponsorships and maintaining wildlife habitat
available to area sportsmen.

Comment 3-1: And this plant supports many jobs, not only locally here in Braidwood but all over
Will County and even outside of Will County, and of that we’re very proud.

Comment 4-1: This facility provides lower energy costs for residents and businesses and
supports hundreds of high-paying jobs in lllinois, while helping to ensure state compliance with
federal Clean Air Act regulations. It will undoubtedly play an important role in meeting the
energy needs of lllinoisans well into the future.

Nuclear energy production plays a critical role in lllinois, where nuclear energy generates

48 percent of the state’s electricity and employs nearly 5,000 skilled workers. | can attest to the
value of the Braidwood generating facility has to its local residents and communities, which
benefits through reduced energy costs, high-quality jobs and significant tax revenue.

Comment 5-1: It does supply a lot of jobs, helps the school a whole lot in the taxing bodies.

I know there [have] been some issues in the past. But we still have people moving in. It's a
great place to live. Anything that | can do to help people through Exelon is, like | said, we talk
back and forth all the time. They invite you out for lunch, dinner, whatever.

But, all | want to say it's a great place and the jobs, the support, the family that lives here that
are supported. And everybody said everything there is to say, you know? And | appreciate
their help.

Comment 6-4: Our investment in the future doesn’t stop with investment equipment. We've
hired 152 new employees in the last two years, and we maintain a workforce of approximately
850 employees.

During our annual maintenance and refueling outages, that population grows temporarily to
between 1,500 and 2,000 additional workers to the area which brings a significant boost to the
economy.

Comment 6-8: To ensure that Braidwood continues to operate safely for years to come, Exelon
continues to invest in Braidwood. We’ve spent millions of dollars each year to improve and
modernize our equipment and enhance our plan operations and safety systems. Our
investment in the future doesn’t stop with the equipment. We’ve hired 152 new employees in
the last two years, and we maintain a workforce of approximately 850 employees.

During our annual maintenance and refueling outage, that population grows by another 1,500 to
2,000 employees, bringing a boost to the local economy. We also take pride in our investments
in the community.

Comment 8-1: Since 1990, Will County had more than doubled its population to just under
700,000 people. And we have become one of the fastest growing employment centers in the
Chicago metropolitan area. Will County is also home to the largest inland container port in
North America, supporting global freight movement.

Comment 8-2: The Braidwood facility itself is an economic engine for the region. With over
850 good paying jobs and an annual payroll of $82 million, Braidwood is one of the largest
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employers in Will County. In addition, the facility made $20.7 million in tax payments in 2012,
local tax payments. The significant contributions that Exelon Generation and its employees
make to the local community cannot be overstated.

Comment 8-4: We support critical infrastructure investments as well, such as energy
infrastructure, to make sure that the investments and reinvestments are being made
appropriately to serve our rapidly growing area. Since 1990 Will County has more than doubled
in population to where today we’re just under 700,000 people, and we’ve become one of the
fastest growing job generators in the metro Chicago area. We're also home to the largest
Inland Container Port in North America, supporting global freight movement.

Comment 8-5: The Braidwood facility itself is an economic engine for the region. With over
850 good paying jobs and an annual payroll of $82 million, Braidwood is one of the largest
employers in Will County, and certainly one of its most significant. In addition, the facility made
$20.7 million in tax payments in 2012. The significant contributions that Exelon generation and
its employees made to the local economy cannot be overstated. Support for groups like the
United Way, Fishing for a Cure, and other local and business, local business and civic
associations are critical to the fabric of our community in this part of Will County.

Comment 9-2: At the same time, nuclear generation employs thousands of lllinoisians and
[injects] billions of dollars into our state’s economy every year. In today’s political world, it's
hard to get any kind of serious energy policy going and it's hard to predict how new technologies
will affect future electricity generation opportunities, but it doesn’t take a nuclear physicist, and
I’'m not a nuclear physicist, but it doesn’t take one to figure out that a diverse reliable supply of
electricity will create cost competitive power that our economy and our businesses need to
thrive.

So, in that light, because Braidwood has been a key part of lllinois’ nuclear fleet, which has in
turn been a critical part of lllinois’ electricity infrastructure, because Exelon has shown itself to
be an excellent, responsible owner and operator of the Braidwood generation facility and its
other nuclear plants in lllinois and across the country, and because Braidwood is such a benefit
for the community in terms of employment, tax revenue, direct and indirect spending and
community involvement, for all those reasons and more, the lllinois Chamber of Commerce
strongly supports this application and hopes you see fit to grant Exelon the license renewal.

Comment 10-1: Beginning in the fall of 2007, a full year before the rest of the country’s
economy was affected, the construction industry was decimated by the worst case of
unemployment it had seen since the Great Depression. Literally thousands of our members lost
their jobs, their homes, their families during the next five and-a-half years of economic plight.

One bright spot during all of those years has been the construction jobs provided during
refueling and upgrading of Braidwood Station. Having been involved in the building and
maintenance of the station over the past 30 years, I'm very confident in the continued safe
operation of the plant into the future, and I’'m thankful for their commitment to the local trades by
providing good jobs and benefits to local people.

Comment 10-3: Beginning in the fall of 2007, a full year before the rest of the country’s
economy was [a]ffected, the construction industry was decimated by the wors][t] case of
unemployment it had seen since the great depression. Literally thousands of our members lost
their jobs, their homes, their families, during the next five and a half years of economic blight.
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One bright spot during all those years has been the construction jobs provided during the
refueling and upgrading of the Braidwood Station. Having been involved in the building and
maintenance of the station over the past 30 years, I'm very confident in the continued safe
operation of this plant into the future, and I'm thankful for their commitment to local trades by
providing good jobs and benefits to people.

Comment 11-1: We employ about 300 folks in various capacities, everything from bus drivers
and custodians through teachers and administrators. Our current budget is just approaching
$25 million a year and 77 cents of every dollar comes from Exelon. At one time, that was closer
to 96 cents on the dollar.

Our district could not exist without Exelon’s presence. Exelon provides our source of funding,
the revenue that we need to educate these kids, and a lot of these children have grown up and
they are now working at the nuclear plant. | know because | educated them at Joliet Junior
College and they’re maintenance and IM mechanics at Exelon.

Comment 12-2: But as was noted earlier in the discussion of the EIS process, a big part of our
environment is also our quality of life. So when it comes to jobs that are created, when it comes
to benefits to the community, when it comes to tax revenues that are generated, those are very,
very important parts of the assessment of environment impacts. It does not just go to impacts
on eco systems. It's a comprehensive look and that's why everybody’s voice here is relevant.

Comment 12-4: And I think it's also important to note that while we care tremendously about
the local impacts, the environmental impact statement that we're talking about primarily here
looks at a broad range of issues. In addition to local environmental issues, it looks at quality of
life issues, [and] revenues that are created. [J]ob creation and economic impact are all part of
the environmental impacts of the Braidwood Generating Station.

Comment 14-3: The station, the Braidwood Station has been really a wonderful neighbor,
because they’re not only employing people in the area and helping to feed tax money into our
schools and fire department and police and library, et cetera. They are interested in community
organizations and help all of us, including the Historical Society and the Lions Club and Park
District and many such groups, Chamber of Commerce and so on. So, they’re really wonderful
neighbors and they support all of these groups, and when they do that it makes our town more
viable, more lively, more full of life because they’re helping us to continue in day-to-day issues.

Comment 18-2: The Braidwood station employs over 800 people in high paying-skilled jobs.
The Station contributes hundreds of millions directly into our local economy, supporting local
vendors and employing scores of trade union members on regular maintenance projects.

Furthermore, Braidwood is the backbone of our electricity generation in lllinois and in the
Midwest. It produces large amounts of energy safely, consistently and cost effectively. This
helps keep lllinois’ manufacturing, technology and service industries competitive in global
markets and also helps attract new businesses to our area. The plant is also an important
component to ensure better air quality in Northern lllinois.

Comment 19-1: This facility provides lower energy costs for residents and businesses, and
supports hundreds of high paying jobs in Illinois, while helping to ensure state compliance with
federal clean air act regulations. It will undoubtedly play an important role in meeting the energy
needs of lllinoisans well into the future.
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Nuclear energy production plays a critical role in lllinois where nuclear energy generates

48 percent of the state’s electricity and employs nearly 5,000 skilled workers. Having visited the
Braidwood Generating Facility, | can attest to the value it has to local residents and
communities, which benefit through reduced energy costs, high quality jobs, and significant tax
revenue.

Comment 20-1: We do all of our shopping in Braidwood, we see the physicians in Braidwood,
even the people who don’t live in Braidwood still use all the services that Braidwood offers.
When | hear the truck go by spraying for mosquitoes at night | think, Braidwood may have
impacted that by their tax money, so.

How, the impact, so | live on Bodeen Drive. My neighbors on both sides of my house are
directly impacted by Braidwood Station, either as a contractor or as an employee. My neighbor
on the back side of me is an operator. A block away from me two employees from Braidwood
Station. My son-in-law lives on Third Street, his neighbor is a contractor. So Exelon and
Braidwood Station ha[ve] a direct impact on the economy, just from a personal perspective.

Whenever | go to the grocery store or I'm at the mine, I’'m always running into people that | work
with, even the people who don't live locally, just out of convenience they’ll stop at the grocery
store. [O]ur gas is cheaper here. [W]e gas our cars here. Our taxes are cheaper here, so
purchases are sometimes cheaper.

So, not only for the Exelon employees but also family-owned contractors. We support a lot of
contractors by bidding out business at the plant, so a lot of them are also impacted directly.

Comment 21-2: So Byron and Braidwood are no longer owned by a utility, it’s true they're
affiliated with ComEd, but they are not part of the utility rate base, and they have been operating
successfully as fully competitive assets in a highly competitive generation market. So the
bottom line here is that Braidwood and Byron, if they are allowed to operate well into the future
by being re-licensed, are likely to continue to play a positive role in maintaining lllinois’
advantageous electricity price position, and that, of course, is a big plus for job creation and
prosperity in lllinois.

Comment 22-1: And one of the things, Mr. Greuling took about half my speech so | just left my
notes on the thing, but we do represent almost 700,000 residents. Economic development is a
very important aspect of what mayors do in their communities. John does it in a bigger picture,
our mayor’s do it, you know, for their own communities. Having clean, efficient service and
reliability is a great economic benefit when mayors are going out and trying to do outreach to
bring businesses into their communities, and the Will County community as a whole.

Comment 24-1: The robust energy market has been good for consumers, and it has also been
good for existing businesses as well as in the attraction efforts of new businesses, especially as
we’re seeing some reemergence of manufacturing in our area, that have very energy-intensive
types of businesses so that we are now, have statistically, the employment, the lowest in the
country. It just gives more validation to what we’ve been working on.

The quality jobs that we see at Braidwood, that we see at Dresden, that we see at Exelon
cannot be understated, especially in this environment of high unemployment. When you take
those 800 plus jobs with excellent payroll, excellent benefits, multiple it by three, by all three of
the stations, and all of a sudden you start to see significant impacts of payrolls in excess of
$80 million here, multiply that by three with the three stations, employment of over 2,500.
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Response: The comments provide no new and significant information and will not be evaluated
further. The comments highlight the socioeconomic benefits provided by the utility (operating
company and its services) and the nuclear power plant (operation of the plant).

Comment 30-2:

Analysis of socio-economic impacts are incomplete. No analysis of impacts of early or
unexpected closure are considered or provided.

The Exelon ER documents a significant local tax impact for the presence of the Braidwood
Nuclear Station, yet only addresses the positive impacts. No mention or analysis of negative
impacts resulting from abrupt, planned, or unexpected early closure of Braidwood is presented.
This is a significant omission.

According to the Exelon ER Braidwood represents less than 2% of the Will County total tax
base, roughly $20 million annually for the years 2008 through 2010. However, it accounts for
upwards of 78% of the Reed-Custer School District 255U’s adjusted property tax levy. These
are not insignificant amounts for the local communities around Braidwood, as opposed to the
county as a whole. Their abrupt disappearance would wreak local economic havoc on the
affected governmental and essential service entities’ ability to operate; while leaving Will County
as a whole largely unaffected.

The ER either fails to recognize or mention at all some of the possible events that could result in
such a situation:

e Unexpected major accident, resulting in immediate and presumably premature closure
e NRC ordered shut down

e Exelon's unilateral decision to close the plant on economic or other grounds, as it did at
Zion, resulting in an immediate loss of about 55% of Zion's tax base

e Devaluation through sale, as occurred at the Clinton station, resulting in enormous loss
of tax base

o Eventual old-age, license expiration closure (the outcome most hoped for)

Exelon even provides a possible indication of the kinds of circumstances that would lead it to
close Braidwood on economic grounds. Section 3.2 on Refurbishment indicates that Exelon is
well aware that Braidwood Unit 2 may need a steam generator replacement during the extended
operational lifetime. It is also tracking the potential for reactor vessel head replacements at its
operating PWRs at both Byron and Braidwood. Should either or both of these conditions
emerge at a time of deflated energy prices, or at a time Exelon acknowledges might occur as
early as 2024 when renewables are much more cost competitive and approaching base load
capabilities (Sec. 7.2, page 7-9), or as the result of multi-season drought curtailing water
availability - Exelon being a business will certainly make the calculations it made when it closed
Zion, and decide if Braidwood should continue to operate.

In this omission the ER makes the same mistake the U.S. Government made when it invaded

Iraq - it had no exit strategy. To simply assume that the only socio-economic effects of
Braidwood's presence will be positive ones is simply irrational.
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Finally, the Exelon ER is somewhat dismissive of the effects that Braidwood seems to have on
local property values. Exelon seems to focus primarily on “property value,” as opposed to
salability, which anecdotally seems to be of much greater concern in the communities directly
surrounding the reactor site. It matters little what your property is “worth” if you are trying to sell
it to move out of the area and can’t. Such figures should be easy to obtain from local realtors,
and should be included in t[h]e ER.

Recommendation: Planning for some kind of eventual closure must be made long before it
happens to minimize economic and service disruptions to the entities whose tax base will be
affected. Debate about the license extension serves as a good reminder of this fact, and an
opportunity to take action. We recommend that dependent governmental and taxing entities
begin formal negotiations with Exelon to establish an escrowed “closure mitigation fund,” based
on some mutually agreeable assessment and payment structure, so that dependent entities will
have some kind of temporary funds available to soften the economic blow of closure, and not
radically disrupt essential services. Salability of property should be investigated and reported
more directly, especially in the communities adjacent to the plant.

Response: Comment 30-2 addresses the negative socioeconomic impacts on local and
regional communities and economy, resulting from abrupt, planned, or unexpected early closure
of Braidwood. Socioeconomic impacts of license renewal will be addressed in the SEIS.
Appendix A of the SEIS will include expanded responses to this comment.

34 Water Usage or Hydrology

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 6-2, 6-6, 25-1, 26-1, and 30-1.

Response: These comments address the impacts of Braidwood on surface and groundwater
use and water quality, which will be addressed in the SEIS. Appendix A of the SEIS will include
expanded responses to these comments.

3.5 Human Health

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 6-1, 6-5, 8-3, 8-6, 15-1, and 15-3.

Response: These comments address the impacts of radiation effects on human health, which
will be addressed in the SEIS. Appendix A of the SEIS will include expanded responses to
these comments.

3.6 Terrestrial or Aquatic Ecology

The comments in this category can be found in Section 5 of this report and are labeled with the
following identifiers: 6-3, 6-7, and 27-1.

Response: These comments address the impacts of Braidwood on the terrestrial or aquatic

ecology which will be addressed in the SEIS. Appendix A of the SEIS will include expanded
responses to these comments.
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3.7 Plant Closure Planning

The comment in this category is in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifier: 17-2. The comment listed below is extracted from the original source in Section 5.

Comment 17-2: You need to not just look at the benefits of having a nuclear power plant in your
neighbor. But perhaps the re-licensing should remind you that it is inevitable that this facility will
close some day. Now, | know you're all hoping that that someday will be 60 years in the future
and everything’s going to fine with the plant and you’ll never lose six million gallons of tritium
again. But reality doesn’t always cooperate.

You know, there are unforeseen incidents that came up. | guess you could ask the Japanese
about that and you can probably even ask some of your own people in terms of the tritium issue.
That was not a planned release. You know, we could run the laundry list of disasters. You
know, everything from Challenger and Columbia down to Chernobyl, Fukushima, Windscale,
Fermi 1, Santa Susana, and on and on and on.

The point is, the world doesn’t always cooperate and at some point in the future, if this plant is
closed on an emergency basis, all of those benefits you described will cease with the tax base
goes away. So, the message | left with the people in the Rockford and the Byron area
yesterday was this may be an opportunity for you to sit down, you the financial planners, you the
elected officials, to sit down with Exelon and start examining what closure is going to look like.

We didn't have an exit plan for Iraq and it really didn’t serve us well. | think now is the time is to
begin looking at an exit plan for when a nuclear facility has to close. As | said, our organization,
I’'m sure everybody in this room wants it to be quietly, peacefully after a long life of production.
But, again, reality doesn’t always work out that way.

And | brought two examples last night that | think you need to pay attention to and perhaps
those of you who are CFQO’s and elected officials here should talk to the officials in Lake County
and down by the Clinton site in central lllinois because in 1997 when Exelon, excuse me, when
Commonwealth Edison made the executive decision to close the Zion nuclear plant, that
community lost $5 million of its tax base overnight.

So, | ask you, what will you do when you come in on Wednesday morning and 70 percent of
your school budget is gone? Unless there’s a plan in place that softens the economic blow of
the eventual closure of the nuclear facility, you leave your community open to the pitfalls of the
company town. When they pull out, all the benefits go with them. If you don’t plan today, it will
be devastating for the community of the future. So, now is the time to really start making those
plans.

And it kind of reminded me of the old Aesop’s fable of the grasshoppers and the ants. As long
as it's summertime and things are great, the grasshoppers are having a great time. But the ants
are sweating it out and doing a little bit of drudge work in the advance knowing that things aren't
always so great and winter comes along.

So, | would like for you in the community to consider making that part of your process of

examination of whether this license should be renewed or not. And, you know, that's something
you’re going to have to sit down and talk to the Exelon people about.

18



Back in 1997, | mentioned to the then state public official, Adeline G. O’Karus in the Zion
community that perhaps an escrow fund needs to be set up now for over a period of time some
money is put into it. It's kept intact out of general revenues so that when the plant has to close,
whether it's from an emergency of some kind, whether it's from government decree in
Washington or whether it's normal closure, you have some sort of a fund that the communities
can draw on to soften the economic blow.

Response: The comment was directed at the Braidwood community leaders, regarding
advance transitioning planning by the community for the eventual closure of the Braidwood
Station. Since the comment was directed at the Braidwood community leaders, the staff will not
respond to the comment.

The comments provide no new and significant information for the environmental review and will
not be evaluated further in the development of the SEIS.

3.8 Comments Beyond the Scope of NRC's Environmental Review

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 14-1, 14-2, 14-4, and 17-1. In summary, these comments refer to plant safety and
security. The comments listed below are extracted from the original sources in Section 5.

Comment 14-1: According to the meeting | attended August 8th, the NRC held at the city hall,
the Braidwood Station had met and maybe exceeded the expected safety and security
performances. And we welcome a license renewal by the NRC of our Braidwood Station
because they really have been a good neighbor. And | thank all of you.

Comment 14-2: At any rate, the concerns about the safety and health issues were alleviated
during those, that time, and it took 12 years to build the plant and open it, it opened in '88, and
at that time the community was allowed to go in and see the plant. | was fortunate enough to be
one of them, and very, very impressed with all of the security concerns and health issues and
just getting in and out at that time.

And then | joined this Community Advisory Panel a few years ago when it was started, and we
got to tour the plant, and with the changes and additions due to 911, it's unbelievable what
security one goes through, on a daily basis if you're an employee and have to get into the plant
every day. It took us, well of course there was about 15 of us, 12 of us maybe going on that
tour, but it took us a good 20 minutes or more. You may have read in the Braidwood Journal
last week the reporter had just taken a tour and she was just in awe of what she saw and all the
security she went through.

Comment 14-4: And, | went to the presentation August 8th at City Hall by NRC, and at that
meeting they made it very clear that Exelon has met, if not exceeded, all their expectations
regarding safety. And because of that, | just welcome the approval of the renewal license for
our good neighbor, Exelon.

Response: The comments are beyond the scope of the license renewal environmental review.
The NRC addresses plant performance, including operational safety and security, as part of the
ongoing regulatory oversight provided for all currently operating power reactors. Therefore, the
NRC does not reevaluate current operation as part of the license renewal review. This is
consistent with 10 CFR 54.30, “matter not subject to a renewal review.”
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The NRC staff safety review addresses the aging management of structures and components
within the scope of the license renewal separately from the environmental review. The staff
examines Exelon’s programs and processes designed to manage the effects of structure and
component aging and to ensure adequate protection of the public’s health and safety during the
20-year license renewal period. This may result in additional aging management measures as
necessary. The staff documents its safety review in the Safety Evaluation Report related to the
Braidwood license renewal.

For security review, security issues are periodically reviewed and updated at every operating
plant. As a part of the NRC oversight activities, the staff performs these reviews throughout the
period of an operating license, whether the original or renewed license. The staff will address
any identified security issues promptly, in accordance with the Braidwood license, including
order issuance to ensure compliance.

Information on the background of nuclear security and past security orders issued by the NRC
to nuclear power plants, including Braidwood, can be found at:

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/fact-sheets/security-enhancements.html

and

http://www.nrc.qgov/readinq-rm/doc-colleclions/enforcement/security/

The comments do not provide new and significant information for this environmental review and
will not be evaluated further in the development of the SEIS.

Safety Culture

Comment 17-1: So, our first comment actually goes towards the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission itself.

And what we urge the Commission to do in the process of re-licensing this and other plants is to
take a qualitatively different attitude towards their safety culture, which they are aggressively
promotion amongst those of you who work in the nuclear industry.

| was at a meeting last December at the Palisades plant in Michigan where then Region IlI
Director Chuck Castro made some remarks about NRC safety culture. And he put up some
view graphs and today | brought them with me. | didn't have them with [me] yesterday.

| just want to read it to you. The NRC believes that the definition of a nuclear safety culture is
the core values and behaviors resulting from a collective commitment by leaders and individuals
to emphasize safety over competing goals to ensure the protection of people and the
environment. And that sounds great, but it's important to dig a little deeper into what that means
so not only | but other people in the audience in Michigan were asking Mr. Castro what would be
some of these competing goals? What does this actually mean with the rubber hits the road?

And what he ended up saying actually, I'm quoting him here is, we’re trying to go beyond what'’s
required. And that is the message | really want to leave with the NRC, is that these exercises in
relicensing need to be more than just a check box exercise of got them, got them, don’t got
them.
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It has to be an attitude that goes beyond what is merely required. Requirements have to be the
floor, not the ceiling, of what goes on these processes. And our organization will be
participating in the licensing process with that attitude in mind; that, yes, certain things may
meet certain very legalistic requirements but in the broader scheme of things, will they actually
afford safety over the 20 year extended operating period.

So, we urge NRC to take its own advice and approach the licensing process with that kind of
attitude towards the safety culture in mind.

Response: This comment refers to the NRC safety culture associated with the licensing
process and the Braidwood license renewal review for the period of extended operation.

The comment is beyond the scope of the license renewal environmental review. The NRC staff
safety review addresses the aging management of structures and components within the scope
of the license renewal separately from the environmental review. This may result in additional
aging management measures as necessary. The staff documents its safety review in the Safety
Evaluation Report related to the Braidwood license renewal.

In support of the NRC'’s safety goal, the Commission has issued policy on safety culture and the
staff has proactively engaged outreach and information dissemination efforts with external
stakeholders on safety culture. For example, in March 2014, the NRC issued “Trait Talk,” an
information tool developed to provide a better understanding of the nine safety culture traits
found in the NRC's Safety Culture Policy Statement. The NRC also issued the companion
NUREG-2165 - Safety Culture Common Language to (a) further clarify the terms used and (b)
provide attributes and examples, in discussing safety culture.

The NRC safety culture policy and activities are listed at the Web site below.
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/safety-culture.html

The comment does not provide new and significant information for this environmental review
and will not be evaluated further in the development of the SEIS.

3.9 Comments From Consultation

The comments in this category are in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifiers: 27-1, 28-1, and 29-1.

Response: These comments are part of the consultation process in accordance with
10 CFR 51.28(a)(3), (4), and (5), which will be addressed in the SEIS. Appendix C of the SEIS
will include expanded responses to these comments.

3.10 Climate Change

The comment in this category is in Section 5 of this report and labeled with the following
identifier: 30-4.

Response: This comment refers to climate change impacts as a significant environmental

issue in general, which will be addressed in the SEIS. Appendix A of the SEIS will include
expanded responses to this comment.
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5 MEETING TRANSCRIPTS, COMMENT LETTERS, AND E-MAILS

The following pages contain the comments from public scoping meeting transcripts and
submittals.
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Transcript of Braidwood Station, Units 1 and 2, License Renewal Public
Meeting—Afternoon Session—08/21/2013 (ML13247A541 )

24
accacate. And the yellew cards aze locaved sutside.
And, again, ocooe Yod g=f invited to the podium,
plea=e introdoce yjour=self.

EBrd at this tims, I'd likes to =tart with
the first public comment £rom Bill Bulien, the mayor

of Braidwood.

ME. ETLIEH: ill Palien, the majyor of
Braidwood, as skhs s33id. L was about ten jyears old,
I a=med to get =y dad's Dnew=paper and read it. 2And I Comment 1-1

started to lear= about the £irst commercial =mclear
power plant in the whole counsry that ssarsed
producing powes And iz was just an amasimg thing
to me with Bo fuel and me pollutiss. And thas plane
was started by Commome=alth LCdisom. That"s gur
listle Dresden plant over thers. They were o= the

cuttizg edge of this tceck=alogy.

How, whern T was aboue 20, I built my
fizss solar cellester. And I also decided mo build
and expecimented with some wind geSeTators. Didn'e

take =& too long to figure out when the wind don't
bBlow, i1t would =ake great sSupplemental powez, but
could mever be reliable as a scurce of power.

In the 43 ypears asince then, almsas
nethizg has changed. If you wane zeliakble, safe,

massed produced pollutica £free powes, Yod'De going
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to get it from a nuclear power plant. 3o, a= far as
we can =e= in the futare, that's what our tare

holds for us.

liow, not %too long, probably abeat 1930,
I was doing a little bit of construction im the
Foose Lake area, which is mnear the Dresden power
plant. I was working for a comstruction company.
And I moticed that pecple were bullding houses
neazby. And I wondered about thav, how thar would
work ous.

Bell, all 1 camn wall you i3 for 28
years, we Rave lived side by side with nuclear power
plants im Braidwood mnow that are operated. A
benefit From that is good jobs. They corntribute o
our tax base for our library, our schools, and our
fire department. It"s been really good for our
economy from that point of view.

= been genErons to our
communities. And Godley, they'we spent millioms of
dollars to build a water aystem for the people at
zodley. And Braceville, they've spent millions of
dollars that subsidige that city. OCur food pantry,;
they contribute thousands of dollacs of help to our
food pamtry and many other projects  im  our

communities. Last year they helped out ouzr city
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with 515,000 to bay a=n electromic =ign and to Belp
out with our little toorist attractiom we're tryim

to baild for Boute && to improwe our economy here in

Braidenood
3o, we belimve here that licen=e reoewal
is im the best interest of our city. And I thark

you for that comment.

M3, BRY: Thank wou. I'd like to imvibe
Larry Walsk of the Will County Emecutive.

ME. WRLIE: Thank yom wery much. Good
afternoom, everyone. I am Larry Walsh and I a= a
Will Cownty executive, Chief Ewecotive Officer of
County Govermment.

I'm herse to stand im stromg suopport of

supportimg Braidwood Nuclear Generation Station's

renewal policy. | A= the Mayor kas said, Braidwood

Buclear Gemeration 3tation has beem a good neighbor.
We've kad our ups amd downs and we'"ve had onr boeps
irn the road. HAnd issoes like tritime that we Dever
maybe even Inew of ten years ago became a2 part of
our vocabolary.

Bur with that came the wi_lingness when
we brought this issue forward =o the svaziom,
Braidwood, their willimgness to work with us, to

work with the community, It opened the door of
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transparency that was=n't there before, that opened
the door of communicaticns that wa=an't thece before,
meaningful commanications, meaningful transparenmcy.
And as the Mayer =aid, a nuclear power
plant located bhere in the scuthwest poztion of Will
County 4in Braidwood, EB00 to $00 good paying 3jobs.
Jobs thar cam support a family. Jobs chat can
FUpPSCT a4 community. Joba that can support the
other gowermssntal entitiss such as schools, fize
protection district, police departmenta: all of
those are bemeficiary of having a neighboar like the

Braidwood Gemeratiom Station.

Sz, I think that their rcecord, even
thougk not ooe bhondred percent, has been more than
satisfactory. e cootinpe to work. We comtinoes to
work together in a partnership that only makes it
better for all comcerned, for the plant and for our
COEmUnities. But I strongly suppert, stromgly
support the re-licensing of the Braidwood Nuclears
Generation Statiom.

And the speaker of the Accounting Boazd
will ba up heze o speak in & few minutes. Bue I do
have the resslution, Resslution HNo. 13107 chat was

past on July she 24th, just last momth, in cegards

s a umamisaus support from the county board om
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supporting the re-licensing. 3Jo, thank yowo.

ME. PAY: Thank you. I'd like to invite
Herbert Brooks, Jr., the 3peaker of the Will County
Eoard.

ME_. EROCES: Thank wyou, 3Sheila. Good
afternoon, everyone. My name is Hebert Brooks, Jr.

and as Jheila =aid, I am the Ipeaker of the Will

County Board. And what I do, I am the l=adser of the
legislatiwe body by Will County HBoard a=s Larry, the
Exmcutim= .

But I'm here today just to let you Enow

that the Will County Board totally supports the oe=-

licen=ing of the Braidwood Buclear Flant. | And this

plant =upports many job=, not only locally hers in
Eraidwood but all ower Will County and even outside

of Will County, and of that we're wvery prood.

This plant provides consistent and cost
effactize energy that i= reliable for Will County
and the sntire region. Without this facility, the
plant, we would be hard pressed to find a reliakle
energy socurce without the Braidwood Waoclear 3tation.
Will Coonty has a good working relationship with
this facility and the plant, and ocur communication
with thi= plant and the Coonty Board has greatly

improwved. And we're working on further improvemsnt.
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And ladies and genvlesen, we are in
total suopport of the re-licensing of the nuclear
pla=mt here in Braidwood. Thank you 3o much, Sheila.
HE. RAY: Thamk yeu. I'd like =2 invies
Seth Jansen of Congressman Kinzinger's office.
ME_ JANSEN- Hi, =y name"s HSeth Jansen_
I"'= a Field repressntative for Congressman
Finzinges, and I have a letoer thac cthe Congrmessman
is submitting.
I write to express my Eoll =suopport for

the renswal of the opezaving licenss of the muclear

generating statien at Braidwsed, Illinais. This

facility provides lower energy costs for rcesidents
amd busimessss and supports hundreds of high-paying
joba 4im Illineodis; while halping ©=o ensuce astace
compliance with federal Cleam Adir Act regulations.
It will mundoubtedly play a= important role im
mawting the snezgy nesds of Illincisans well incs
the futuare.

Huclear emergy  production  plays a
ceritical zrole im Illinecis, where =uclear energy
generates 40 pescent of whe state's electriciey and
employs pearly 5,000 sklled workers. I can attest
to the wvalwe of the Braidwood generating £acility

has to its local residents and coomunitiss: which
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benefits throngh redoced energy costs, bhigh—gmality

jeba amd significant Tax Dwwenua.

Ehile mony areas of T1linnis stroggle to
madt clean aiz standards, the genesating statisa as
Braidwood offers affordable, Zbondant snergy with a
fraceion of the greenhouse gas e=issions as other

coavrentional SREIgY SO0UECES .

As Americans’ and Illinsisans' demand
for energy rises, TDUILeAr generaTting sTations ke
Braidwooad #ill be wital to s=seting the energy oeeds
of our citioens. I fully suppors the opsrating
licenss renswal Sfor this geaerating station and
balisve it will play a crizical zole im making
America and the Jtate of Illinpis @ore esoeDgQy
pecurs. Jimowrsly, Rdas Einsimger.

M3_ HBAY- At this Gime, I"d lil to
imviee Chisf Rich Girof of the Cicy of Braidwood.

ME_. GIHE: I dide'"t Inow. I Fu=t
handsed her a card and she called on =e. That's
pretty guick.

I'm Chisf Rich Girof. I've lived in
Braidwood f£or aboot 215 pears. I"'m alss a former
mayer of the City of Braideood and I've had good

dealings with Emelos back izn the "50"2. We

communicate all the time, especially with Hr. Miller
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back there. We =-mail e=ach other a lot. We hawre
breakfast a lot. I get notifications of anythim

that goe=s on in the plant.

Jdince I've lived hers, any problems
always come up first. They takes care of it and I'm
glad I'm liwving here. I ==& the plant from my

backyard, =0 no problems=.

It dom=s s=upply a lot of jobs, helps the
=chool a whole lot in the taxing bodies. I know
there's been some issuss in the past. But we still
have people moving im. It's a great place to liwe.

Enything that I can do to help people through Exelon

i=m, lik= I =zid, w= talk back and fortch all e
time They invite you out for luoach, dianer,
what=rer.

But, all I want o =ay it'ms 2 great
place and the jobs, the =upport, the family that
lives hers that are supported. And everybody =aid
everything thers 1= to say, you know? End I

appreciate their help.

They have donated in the past. They
bought two canine dogs for the City of Braidwood.
They donated money for equipment for the sguad cars.
They also domated a lot of ammunition for us. They

go out and shoot up. That's hard to get anymore.
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25, I =san, they'se always these a5 & neighbss.
They belp ws all the time. #And even now they bawe

an ootage coming up, pelice deparement, Emxelon., we

Bat I beliswve in Exslon and I hope thes
the bet for amother 27 yearsa, which I wom"t be

living herw in 27 ysars, bus I think chey'll do good
for the community. S5, that's all I hawve to say.
Thank=.

ME. BAY: Thark you, I'd liks =o inviece
Mark Kanavos, the Sire Vice Fresident of =zhe
Braidwood Itation.

ER. KAMATOS: Good afcermocon. I'= Mark
Fanaves and I'm the JSite Vice Fresident at the
Braidwood genarating station. I have the ovesall
respomsibilizy £or the safe and reliable operation
of che faciliey, imcluding che coordinatiom and the
management of per=omnel  and  overall  =zation
performance.

A ligzsle bkiv abour =y backgroand. I
hawe over 31 years of progressive nuclear plase
experience. Before taking om my current role as
pive wview president, I was ths plant manager an
Braidwosd for over two jears. I've been the plamt

manggqer at the Clistom station in Clintom, Illi=gdis
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for over three ye=ars, and the Comanche Beak Nuoclear
Jsation inm Glenross, Temas. I"ve alsc worked in
maintenance, project mandgement and enginesring.
Cperating the station safely and
reliably 43 a key responsibilicy of all che
e=ployess at the Braidweood generating station. The
an&s that we takbse very, VEry Serfigoasly and odr
commitment o ocurselves and our commitment o our

coamrunity and to our indmstry.

I'm proud o say that we'we beem a key
part of this commumity for over 15 years. Braidwood
gERErating FTATiOon  OpEIATE’ 1N a4 =anner that
pIEssIveEs the environment . We maintain &
comprehensive radiclogical monitoring program that
exfensitely moAaitors the air and the water and the
food products arcund the facilivy that ensures that

we are not adverssly impacting the savironment.

e alse have a comprehensive om-3ite
enyironmental ground water protection program that
can monicor and decect the presesnce of radisacsiviay
in ground water before it has a chanoe €0 migrate
cff-give. This program includess 1% om-sive wells
designed to detect and alert us of any womsual lewsl
of radiazion in the ground water 30 that we can

address aany changes that = s guickly. W= hawve
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dezailed procedures which ousline how we test all
water leaving our station.

Radiation momicars are staged in owver 40

monitor any radiation of those lewvels and &nsure the
safesy of the communisy.

Wa've alss had gresr succEss Lin our
Eritimm re-mediation =ffores. In the last asven
years, Braidwood bhas made =igrificant progress.
Hydes geslogists have confirssd chat re-mediacion is
having the intendsd effect. As of today, the squace
fookage of land effective by tritiom has besn
peduced by §7 parcent. Ard the  highsae
concemtrations of etrivium in the ground have been
redoced by 909 percent. e will combinpe to monitor
and we 3till retain the abilicy so re-mediate via
pusping ahould ic bscome neceEssasy.

Braidwood"s=s enwirnesental managenent
systems are certified under cthe stricoest criseria
af che Imvermnavienal Organisaeics of Neandapdisswion
or IS0 Specifically, we Deceive the I30 14001 ==
certification which is anm iz.:l:utr:,r :c:-:l-gn_'i.r:.inn af
sur environmental sffores,

This is an intermationally recognised

benche=ark for covironmental =anogement. The I30
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14001 certification Iegaines a commitment Eo
sxcellence in meeting our regulatory requirsments in
the poevention of pollutdiss and continuous

iSpEovesent o ou &R

To=s Ei; SyITEZms .

Last year, the Wildlife Habitar Coumnsil
recogrised Braidwood generatimg station's commitmest
to the environmental stewardskip by awarding us the
Wildlife at Work certificatio=m. This distinctiom
was awanded for our commitsent to ERANTLNG TaE
conEimmamoe of healthy wildlifie in and aroond oor
plans, and ocur fiskh habizat Tesstoration pooject.
The project places artificigl habitats in &Ehe
Braidwood laks the greatly benefic tche fish

throaghoat their life. It has groeatly enhancoed the

fishary.

Is ensure Braidwood comtinuss to operate
for years %o come, Emelon continoes B0 imvest in
Braidwsed. We spend millions of dsllars eacsh yeas

T3 i=prove and modsrnlze Cuor eguUipment and sniance

plan: operations and safecy syscems.| Our investment

in ke future doson's stop with investmemt
SFILPESRT . We'we hired 18I new employess in ths
last ©two years, and we =ainmtoin a workforce of
approsissesly BBD emplopess.

Taring ogur aDmma] @maintenanoe a=dl
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refusling cutages, that populasien grows temporarily
to between 1,500 and 2,000 additiomal workers to the
area whirk brings a significamt boost o the

We al=ze take pride im pur investments im
eur community. Last year, our empiojyess contributed
orer 5240,000 to the Thited Hay Crusade of MHercy.
in ouzr signatdare event, the [ishing for a Cure an
the Braidwood Lake bhas raised ower 5200,000 £for
chazity.

W= also support the Braidwood
Jummerfest, the DBraidwood ZJheot Out and othas
mmEerons commanity events.  Oor esployess host blood
drives, soy dzives, fund drives for wvarious gooups
and agencies. They also volunteer and in short, we
try =0 bacoms the very best seighbor we can.

Chrer the past 25 pears, Braidwood has
perforsed zeliably and safely and has et numarous
beochmarks in the nuclear power Indastry. We look
forward s our license rensewal and work hard om in
every day throagh dedication and o0 continuous
lEpIoveRsnT.

In conclusion, = lock forward to
workizg with the Huclear Regulatery Commission in

the review of pur license application. Thank jyou
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for this opporvanicy to address the public.

ME. BAY: Thasnk you. I'd like o invite
Mike Gallagher, the Vice Fres:dent opf Licenss
Remewal at Exelom.

ME. GALLAGHIR: Good  afvernoon,
everyone. My name is Miks Gallagher, and I'=m Viece
President of Iicensse Beonewg]l for Exelon. I hawre
orerall :i:_'lpnu::.:.'h:i.l:tf for the Braidwood generating
pracican's license renewal applicasissn,

First of all, I'd like to thank the NRC
for this opportandity to =peak on bekalf of Exs=lon
becanse whis project i3 wery, very important o us.
And I appeeciace the ospporsuniey oo spaak,

Exelon has a goeat deal of experience
with license renewsl a5 w= Eave already cobtained the
renewed licenses for Dresden and Quad Cities plant
pighet hare i= Illineis and we Rave thres of our
other £facilities in Pennsylwvania and Mew Jezsey, we
have repewed licenses also. W= al=o, an
.:Lpl:l].il:.l's:i.un pud;ug with, umder HEL review =zow, but
for sur Limerick powar plamt in Pemmasylvania.

85, gjust briefly abour myself. Ihere
been working iz the maclegr power Indnstry for 32
years. [ was a license semior reactor operator and

plant =anager of the Limscick genezating station in

B g m o e e
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Penn=ylvaniz, and I'"ve worked ot two of oor other
nuclear plamts and our corporate office.

Er Eangvos, the Site Vice President fox
Braidwood, =pok= to youn abowt how rcigorously we
safely operate the plant and zbout the rezsons for
renewing the License. I'd like o =peak to yom
abouat the proce=ss for preparing this license renswal
application and the amoont of work a=d enginesring
analy=sis thas Was put intn preparing the
application.

Becam=e the Hraidwood =tation can
operate =zfely and relighly, Exslon decided to
pursus lipense renswal . FBraidwood's =safe, =fficient

operation promotes a critical =mpply of carbon-fres

eleckricity for Illinois and beyond. Braidwood
produces eonpogh power, clean power for more than two
million homes.

So, im 2011, we anooomced owr intention
to =eek license renmewal for Braidwood and a =imilar
plant, Byrom, the generating statiom that's up in
Ogle County. Jo, later that year we =tarted the
work mnecessary to prepare the application. After
ower two years of work, we submitted the application

to the Naclear Begqulatory Comsission on Moy Z%th,
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Zafe and zeliable cpezations has been a
hallwmark of Braidwood station simce it came o= line
and our goal doring the license renewal process is
ko demonstrate to the NRC and to ous neighbors thae
we'll continue this legacy during the addisiemal 20
pear operating period.
The applicatien, you know; when jou
prime iv ouk, it's wvery largs. It's abour 3,300
pages. And when you put it in a bimder, it"s zbout
four large binders about this thick. it"s a huge
mount of informavion. But thas only representa a
small part of the work that was done £or the
engineering analysis to prepare the application.
Tha total amount of this enginescing analysis, if we
primeed it all ouk, wonld be about 400 binders of
that information. = intrmsted orELT &0, 000
engineering =an-hours to complete this work. And
pmoe we completed our engineering work so prepare
the applicatiom, w= brooght in experts from ootside
of Exelon to zeview the application to ensure that
it as complete, thorough and accurate.
Cur total cost to prepare and g=t our
appiication gzeviewed by the Naclear Fegulatory
remmigaion for both Braidwood and Byron astations

will be approwimately 545 milliom. Thers are two
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different parts to this applicatio=, the safety
review azd the sprirommentz]l review.

For the safesy review, we took an im-
depth  lozk at tne Ristorny and comdition of  the
safety eguipment in the plant. B did that ®o
determine whather the RECeIsary =aintanance wal
Being pecformed on that equipmant and o maks sure
the sguipsent will be able to opezave safely for am
addivional 20 yeazs.

35, when you look back a: Braidwood when
it was buile, all the equipment was brand new. It
was thersaghly tested to make it would perfomm
properly- Bat like anything else, equipment does
age and therefore we need to do certain activities
on that eguipment.

Preventative maintengnoe is performed,
sometimes sguipment is refurbished. Some segqoipmes=t
may be replaced. Theres may be mpdifications dome to
the plant to upgrade the equipment. Im fact, Emxelom
has 2zvested over 5230 =milliom iz the last four
years alone at Braidwood to improve and modernise
squipment ard snhance plant cperations anmd safety.

We alss zeviewsed the calculations thas
vere pearformed as pazt of che design of the plame

that were done to ensuse the plant could cperate foz
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the imitial 40 year Llicenss. We analyse thoss
caleulations,and we'sre able to confirm that the
plant would be able =o opezate safely for €0 peazs.
Ovezall, our conclusion from our snginesring wview

vas that Braidweod could operate safely for €0

years.

Fe al=o took a look at the envirpessntal
aspects and Impacts of coomtinoing to operate
Braidwood. We looked at all aspects of continoaing
impacts of the plant on the environment. Asd our
conclusion is that tha LFpASTE On The ERVLITICmERt
are s=all, And I use the cer= small iz the semse of

the regulation. The regulatioms defime small as the

erpvirormmental effects are mot detectible or are
minor .

W= alspgp reviewsd the alternatives if
Braidwood would not hkave its license renewed and
ansther scurce of electric generatiom would have to
be installed either Bere on site o someplace alse
to gensrate that replacemsnt alsssriciey. We
concluded that any other mesams of generating the
replacement electricity would have =more hawve an
impart on the ezvironment than the coztinned

operation of Braidwood.

In conclusion, we operate Braidwood
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zafely and we can continues to operate the plant
sgfely for am additiomal 20 pears. Braidwood will
provide approximately 2340 megawatt=s of Ba=alo
generation that's not only =afe but it's clean, it's
reliable and it's economical. Continoe=d operation
of Braidwood will benefit this community, the state
and our nation. Thanks for this opportunity.

M5, BAY: Thank you. I'd like to invite
John Grueling of the Will County Center for Econcmic
Detwre] opment .

MR. GRUELING: Thank you. iGood
afternoon. My name iz John Groeling and I'm with
the Will Coaonty Center for Economic Development.
The Will County Center for Economic Dewvelopment iz a
private non-profit economic development corporation
which has =erved the citisens and business of Will
County £for 32 jears. Char memhbership inclode=s the
major employers throughouot the region, most of which
are based here in Will County.

Cur primary mission is to assist the
retention, the expansion and the recruitment of new
business into Will County, certainly focus=sing om
berping the bosinesses that are already here makin
payroll, kbeep them here and growing.

Bdditionally, we =upport critical
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infrastructure, investments and re-investmscts suchk
as what's been going on 4t the nuclear plant o make

sure that we can suppesrt our rapidly growing area in

the southern part of Will County.

dince 1550, Will Com=mty had more than
doubled its population to just uander 700,000 people.
And we have become one of the fastest growing
exploymant cemters in the Chizage =stropolitan area.
Will Coomty is also home o the largest inland
cootainer port in Horth America, =sapportimg global

freight movement.

Tha Will Councy Center for Ezonomic

Developmant i3 hare today to support, in support of
Braidwood gemerating station's license renewal
application suheitted to the U.3. Huclear Begulatory
Commt ssion on May 2IZ8th, I0132. Jinece L1583, ths
Braidwood facility has besn producing emission fres
anergy to northeasterm Illimods, which is a good
thimg, The CED beliewes by gramtimg this remewal,
the HEC will zllow Exelon Generation to comtimas to
provide cowver 3,3€0 megawatta of clean energy to the

tans of thousands of businesses in the regisa.

hdeguacs, reliable, and affordable

epergy aupply has become ome of the most important

farctors when  businesses ars considerimg arn
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explanation or locatiom or relocatiom. Withoat it

we camnnct hew in Will Coumty, secosssfully cospets

for good jobs for our residents.

e T T N N S g I I ——
o e ol ol I ol Pl i T i ol e g L b - LT}
eromomic engime for the region. Witk owver BS0 good

paying jobs and an anmual payroll of 02 millionm,
Braidwood i=s opme of the largest e=plojyers in Will
County. in addivion, the facilicy made 3520.7
millipn in tax payments izm 2012, local tax pay=ents.
he significant comtributions chat Exelon
Generation amd its employess mae &0 the local

camsunivy cansst be sverscated.

Sapport for the Tnited Way, Fiskisg for
a Cuzre;, local business and specific associavions and
other wery important events are cCcritical o the

fabriz of the community here.

The CED reECcogQRipes that a oo
envirsnmental steward Ixelon is at their Braidwood
Eacility. The radiological momivoring amd &he
ground water protecticm programs in place today give
the communicy & sense of safety and envirormmental
protecticn that we expect fram a world-class

facility like Braidwood.

Ts reicerate, the Cemcer f£for Economic

Development supports the remewal applicacion for whe
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Braidwood generating statio=m. Thank you.
HE. FAY: Thank you. I'd liks te invics

To= Wolf from the Illinois Choasber of Commerce.

ood afterncon, I'm Tom Wolf, Emxscutive Director of
the Esergy Council av che Illinsis Chazber of
Commerce, and I'm herce ‘EI:I-II!-.:I.T 5P-E:|I:"_:1.g aon bekalf of
the chasker and its members from across the state
Erom every corner of the ssave, big and small, =5
ask you to approve the resewal of the Braidwsod
generation facility opszating license becauss we
need o support the continned operation of this
vital componant of ocur snergy infzastructucs.

It"s mo secret that Illinois continoess
to Zfaze significant challssges ®o creacing and
attracting and retaining Jobs. But im a=id
discussions of cax rates, regulation, pensicn refozs
and infrastructure isproveseni, there im o=
pelazively constant asset thas helps keep Illineds
competitive in the global =acketplaces a reliable,
abundant, and cast compet i tithe =apply af

slectricivy.

To maintain an abundant and diverss
alectricity supply and =o bs able wo provide thas

supply at competitive rates, Illinnds relis=s keawsly
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o dits fleet of mnuoclear generation stations.
Illinois has more nuclear power gensration than any
state im the country. Hearly 43 percent of
I1linois" emlectricity is prodoced from nuclear power
and 50 percent of Illinois" carbon-free slectricity
i= produced £rom nuclear power. If you want GO
impre=s= wour friend=s at a cocktail party, test that
trivia on the nomber one state for moclear. They
rery rar=ly goess Illinois.
Whether or not you agres with President

Cbhamz'"= re=cent pu=h on making America a lead=r in

redocing carbon emissions, every kBnd of energy
geaeration im looking to improre its cost,
efficiency, reliability, and T its carbon
footprink . While coal and gas remain wviable, an

important =source of electricity and our renswable
sector continoss to grow, Lllinois' moclear industry
combi nen Capacity, reliability, and efficiency

withoot carbon =mis==ions.

At the =ame time, npuclear generation
employs thousands of Illinpi=sians and =jects
billions of dollars into our state's sconomy Every
yEar. In today's political world, it"s hard to get
any kind of serions esn=rgy policy going and it's

hard to predict how new technologies will affeck
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futuse electricity generatisn opportunities, but it
doecsn't take & mmclear physiciss, and I'm mos a
ruclesr physicise, buat it dossn't caks ocne we figuse
ont that a diversse relizble sopply of electricity
will create cost competitive power thav our sconomy
and oor businssses oeed to thrioe

3o, in that light, becauss Eraidwood has
been a key part of Illinois" nuclear fleet, which
has ir wurn bee= a cricical pare of Illinsda’
electricity infrastructurs, becauss Emslon has shewn
itself %o be an emcellent, responsible owner amd
cperarar of the Braidwood genecavion faciliey amd
its other puclear plants in I[1limgis and across she
counesy: and because Braidwood is suoch a bensfic fox
the commmity in terms of emsploysent, tax revesoe,
dirsct and indirect spanding and community
imvolvemsnt, £for &2l1 thoss reascsns and more, Ehs
1lineis Chamber of Ceopmerce stremgly supporta this
application and hopes jou see £it o grant Exelon

the license renswal.

I wane =o end in & perscnal note chae I
took =y £fifth opoclear plant Howmr thizs week in
Lafalle Couney. IL'we caksn & wour of che Braidessd
farility and I wish every Americam bad a chaneoe ©o

walk through that Sacilisy. Thare aDs TwWwe DEasomd
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that do==n't happen. Un= is they don't care= that
much, they Jjust want their lights to turn on. And
two, The security guards &t Exelon'"s head would
axplode if I =aid all Americans were coming to the
plant.
But it"s too bad that kind of lins=
domsn't happen becanose if people =maw the plant ap
clo=e and personal, they'd s== what the people, what
I'we =een and what other people that are brought o
the plant have =men, professionzl staff working hard
to create electricity in a safe enviromnment and they
would e=ven see the HEC working hard a= an owversight
committes to make sure it's done safely. 3o, thank
you wvery much.

ME. BAY: Thask wou. I['d like to iovits
Don Moran repressnting a number of entities.

MR. HORAN: zood afternoon. From 19385
to L1GET7, I worked =zt the Braizdwood Stationm s= =
young construction worker, an apprentice sheet metal
worker. Today, I'm employed a= & business
repressntative for sheset metal workers and I'11
apeak not only on behalf of my own local uniom, bak
also on behalf of the Will and Grundy building

construction trades.

Beginning in the £311 of 2007, a £ull
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y=ar before the rest of the coontry's economy wWas
affected, the constructicon industry was decimated by
the worst case of unemployment it had seen since the
Ereat Depression. Literally thousand= of our
merbers lost their jobs, their homes, their families
during the next firve and-a-half ypears of economic
plight.

Cme bright spot during all of thos=
ye=ars has besn the comnstruction jobs provided during
refueling and upgrading of Braidwood Station.
Hawing besn imwvrolwved in the boilding and maintenance
of the station owver the past 30 ypears, I'm wvery
confident in the contimusd s=afe operation of the
plant into the futore, and I'm thankful for sheir
commitae=nt %o the local trades by providing good

job= and benefits to local people.

My frustratiom with high wonemplojyment
led me to ron for office. BAnd I was elected to the
Will Coonty Board last Hovember. Will County Board
recently passed a resglution sopporting the licenss
renmswal for Braidwood Statiom a= well, and I woted

for that re=oclution.

As Illinois struggles in today's
competitive business market, we cannot afford to

ignore any of the things that help us put us om
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better footing. fmne of the building blocks to
economic development is affordable and relizble
electricity. The Illinpois"s diverse network of
electricity generation coming from coal, wind, and
nuclear gives us an advantage in enticing new and
retaining existing bosinesses to the area.

Unlik= the rolling blackouts experienced
in Califormia during 2000 and 2001, owr local
electrical generation and transmission systems hawve
provided consistent relighle slectricity and hawre
don= =0 with diminishing cost o CoOosumeErs as
compared to the CFL.

I remember cooling my first home, a tiny
GO0 =guare foot house with summer monthly electric
bill=s of over %5200 in the mid-80s. Today, [ live in
a mode=st town home about thres times that large am
pay about 5130 in summer months to ocool ik. Caite
the bargain comparsd to neazly 30 years ago,
especizlly when considersd next to the cost
a=sociated with fuelin your car or paying for

health care.

i= the president of the Illinpis 3Jtate
Rifle Association, I represent the intersst of many
outdoors people including fishermen and water £foul

hunters, many of whom have benefitted greatly from
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the puoblic asceas =0 the Braidwasd stasisn's cooling
lake.

Im addition of being 2 =ooooce of
reliable l:"_.l,‘.-l:‘l.'.:l.'il::.tl'.l' g:n::;tiﬂr.. Braidwood Scation
has besn o bemnefie we local schosl disezices, fize
protection and other tasning bodies and comssnity,
not to mention itw commitment to locz] chaorities omd
community events. They'we been good stewards to our
communities and I'd ask that the MNEC zenew the
license for Braidwood Statien. Thank you.

5. B2¥: Thank you. I'd like ©to imwite
James Iimg, the Iirector of Operatioms at CasTer
Coan.

BR. KING: ¥i, I'm James Eing, Ddrectax
of Opergtiom= for the school district. IL["= probably
the only ome that can =ay thas I a= & _ifelong
membsr of this communivy. I geew uwp, I was bozn
eight miles from here and accept for a few yeacs for
colleqge a=d a coaple of years working oot of =tate,
I've been bere ever since.

In 1PTE, I Buile & houss in Custsr Fark,
which is six miles from here. I grew up iz Essex,
=0 that'"s omly abonot eight miles from here. T "=
been a Eforser member of the Re-Custer Boazd of

Fdgzaeion for L& pears. 1 spene 32 yeszs ar Jolise
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Jurinr College and the last sight pears I've spest
a=s onr bosiness monoger ot the school districkt.

I'd liks o address what a lot of prople
refer %o, and that 3is that the school districts
bepnefitted from Emelom's pressnoe. Cur schoeeal
district has educated approximately Z,000 three year
alds thesough 1B sear olds ewery year and I

caleculased approximately €0,000 stcadescs adnce Uais

1 want o= boazd; went co-line.

Wa employ about J00 Zolks in wvaricus
capacities, averyching from bus drivers amd
custodiany through teacshers and admdimistrators., Our
current budget i3 just approaching 3525 milliem a
year amd 77 cents of every dollar comes from Emelos.
At ome Sime, that was closer to 56 cents on the
dollar.

Cur distzict could =ot exist withost
Exrlon"s poessnos._ Exelon provides owr sooarce of
funding, the revenows that »= nesd to sducate thess
kids, and a lot of these children have grown up amnd
they are oo working at the nuclear plant. I koow
because I educaced thes at Joliet Jusior College asnd

they'se saintenance and IM mechanics at Emelon.

In additics wo those benefits to ouz

school dissrice, Exeloz has also provided a lot of

e e
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sther amcillasy bensfits, suach as peoviding grants
for Gabby Green, envirommental granss where our
students get AR opportunity Tto BIy ta create
something that i eavironmeztally sound and gets
funded from Exelon, scme awards given for thas.

School supplias that shay've puschased
svar tha ysazs, thae Bass Fishing Club tshat we Bave
i= a non-profit club that we do mot fund iz anyway.
Exelor has assiswed wich shan, They've provided
the cooling lake, they provide whatevsr assistance.
We have a good working relatiomship between the
Bass Club and Exelon.

They'ws  alss  sponscrzed proms and
hemecoming dances and a lot of wvarious activities
for the school. Amd I'm forgetting ome that was
alzsady msntioned saxlisz, But I dom't eecall whas
it wams right now but they have Jjus=t beex 2 great
assst to our school daisvrict and tha studsnts of our
community.

3o, I dom't think it"s guite surprising

if I tell poun that we support the licenss remswal 2

hundred percent. | And I also would like ©o say om a

personal note that the reascs I =entiomed thae I
grew up and was borm eight =miles £from here is

because I used = play o the spails for the ssal
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mining that was done there. Iv's poobably illegally
but back then nobody said anythimg abous is, He
played in tho=se ILakes, we played on those =poils.
Arnd when I go back cheze to this day and wisit my
relacives, amd T see all of the red lighes Flashing
from all of the windmills, it kimnd of =ake=s me =ick
w8 my stomachk wo see what has happened o aome of
the erriromsental, you ®walk about exvirommental
impact, that o ==, when jon drive =outk of DelWitt
and you see all of cthoese windmills, and Then jou
realice thar the generavion from those windm:lls is
slight in cosparisos o the =mall footprint of this

plant.

S22, we aze in support. Thank you for
the opportunity.

HES. BAI: Thank you. i would like to
invics Douwg O'Brien of the Illincis Clsan Enasrzgy
Coalition.

HE. O"HRIEN: Thank you. I appreciate
tha opportunity o be here voday. I'= Doug O'Brien,
the Executive Director of the Illimpis Cleam Enerqgy
Coalition.

Ars group is suppozted by business, labox, and

policy leaders across the state and we promote the

detvelopment and ase of clean energy in a competitive
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market thatr bensfivy both the environment and our
ECOnOmY -

And wa've heazd a lot today about the
positive impacts that Hraidwood kas o= the
sucrfounding <commuanities, %The jobs, the economic
activicsy, the millisms of dollars that it poepa inks
the local ecopomy. EBut the positive impacts Deach
much further thamn che areas that banefic dizec:ly
from the plant operations.

Huclear alss brings broad benefics o
T11imnis by bhelping maintain a competi tive
macketpiace for consumers. Whi.e Theze are =any.
many fFfarctora that play imte the rates shat are paid
by residential and commercial COnYERETS - the
exrscence of a reliable and abundane base-line
epergy supply is a significamt factor to Illinodis'
lowar anecgy zates. More cham 10 parcent lower than
the matiomal awerage, 25 percext lowsr tha= Michigan
and over 4 percent Lower than in the IJtate of [lew
York, accordimg o twhe 0.3, Energy Informakiom

Administration.

Ard the benefics derived from Braidwoosd
and the other npuclear plants in Illinodis are Dot
limived o tha esconomy. It's an snormous benefic

that +the gereration of 18 milliom =egawatt=s of
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electricisy at DBraidwood last jear produced =mo
carbon air admissioms.

Earlier thin yeEar, HEIR'Ss Goddard
Institate sought to gquantify the real impact of
nucleas power's cachom emissions Sres operations.
The Goddard stvudy found that replacimg nuclsar power
with fos=il foerl generation woold lead to a=
estimated TE,;000 deaths per jear globally, primarily
ar & zesale of dincreassd cardic and pulmomazy
dissgzme.

And this is eyren more Iimportant here in
Illineds. The Chicage metropolitan area is
desigrnated a non-attainment area by che IPFA dus oo
air pollption. BAnd this situatiom wounld be greatly
acerbated without the existence of the Braidwood
generating station which produces essugh electriciey
to powsr two million homss withouts adding to this
envirpesenta]l probles.

And I think it"s also important to note
we'tw talking A grear deal about owo pacts of ouz
enviromsent. He're talking about ecosystem and the
impact= that w= traditionally think of L
envirormental. We talk about emissions and we talk

aboas i=pazts on the air and the water.

¥

But as  was nobed earlisr i
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discussion of the EIJ process, a bkig part of our
environment 13 al=oc pur guality of life. 3o when it
comes o Jjobs that are created, when it come=s to
ben=fits to the commonity, when it comes ©to tax
revenoes that are generated, those are wery, wvery
important parts of the asseszment of esnvirooment
impacts. It do== mot just go to Impacts on e=co
syabems It"= a comprehens=iye look and that's why

eyerybody's woice hers is relevant.

And for all thes= rmasons, the Illinods=
Clean Energy Coalition uarges the renewal of the
operating licenses +to +the Braidwood geoeratin
station. Thank you.

M3. HAY: Thank wyou. I'd like to invits

Irfarn Fhan of Exelon.

ME. FHAN: zood afternoon. My names is
Izfan Eham. I'm amn engineer at the Braidwood
generatin station. I work im the Design

Engineering Crganication where we're responsible for

making design change=s to the plant and other plant

activities. Znd our job numker one in  our
organisation, our organization at Braidwood is
safety. So, e=wvery task we perform, we perform it

safely and we ensure that it is safely performed.

I'm also part of the Horth Imerican
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Young (Generation in  Huclear, which dis an
srganisation that fosvers professional developmant
for employees under 30. Bnd we also hawve many
activitien for community potreach  and for
velunteering. And I Jjust wanted to convey my
support for the continued operation of the Braldwood

deation. Thank you.

M3. BAY: Thank you. I'd like to invite
Des delbroh, our resident at Braidwood and alss a
mamkbar of the Communivy Advisory Boazd.

ME., DEGROH: Thank wyou, BSheila, and
thank you everybody. My name is Dee deGrok. And I
mowred to this commanity £ull time about eight years
age and moved Lnve my geandpazents’ home.  And my
parents and grandparents and great-grandparents all
grew up in E=ssew, Braidwood area. 3 I'wve, of
course, known it all my life.

I cemember back in about 1F7€ when thay
first started comstruction of the plant, There were
commi ttees formed at that time Go meet with
representatives because no one knew much of anything
about the plant, the nuclear power. It was just new
to sverybody. And mo one knew how to sven react to
ik.

In "EE when they had their open house
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for the community, various dates, I was fortunate
anough =0 be able =o go through the plant av thae
Tl Corrently, I a= on mamy commitbees im sownm.
I'm on the Library Board. I'm a member of the
Community Advisory Fanel for Exelon: president of
the Historical Society im town: and Chanber of
Cemmarce and =army othar community church groups and
even on the =sckool, what 1= that called? Citizens,
no, Commmmity, CIC. Bhat is that called? Commanity
Iovalivement Committes, that"s what CIC is. Anyrway
I am very such involved in the community and hopa to
continue wo be.

Bot a= a mesher of Commuonity Advisory
Panel, we were allowed to tour the plant a couple of
yeacs ago. And we were all amaged at how immense
tha plant is and all the security. My goocdnass, I
realime it was imcreased after 5711, bot it'"as sealy
amgeing and we were 211 just very impressed with
everything we saw.

And scme of you may have zead the
Braidwood Jour=mal last week and Tana MeKillop wrote
an article zhoot ber esxperience having toured the
plant a few weeks ago. And it's something that
those who Live in this area should experience ak

poma  time oF another |because it's  abascslutely
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Bur =z sell you listle more about the
Cempunity Advisery Fanal, thare are, I don't know,
mayba 1} of us on the commivtes. And we meet
quacstezly and we boing gquestions to Exelon that we
have ocurselves about the plant and nuclear power, as
well as guestioms that other pecple have stated to
us after our experiences.

And 211 of tho=e guestion=s are an=wered
either immedigtely at thoss Deetings or somep=e
comes and makes 2 presentation to us at their next
meeting. Do, we alwaps get an exnplanation of what
has happenad, and an answer to our Quastioms,

I Ekmow one of che things that was
intezesting to =me and shocking to me was that HRC
has 24/7 office xight on the premises at the power
Atation plant. L mean, their offices are right
thers. They shut the computers and the input and
the output and the bottons and all the gadgets om
regular basis. 2nd it was ju=ts comforti=g, I think,
to me to Imow that.

hlse, the plant, Exelon, kas been a
really good neighbor to our communitiss. Mazy
people Bave told you aboutr schools and the different

srganisations and they help keep our towns vibrans
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and workable for all of us=.

Arcording to the meeting I attended
EZugu=t A8th, the HBECL held at the city hall, the
Eraidwood Station had ==t and maybe e=xcesded the
expected safety and security performances. RAnd we
welcome & 2 licen=se renewal by the HEC of ouar
Braidwood 3tation becau=se they really have been a

good neighbor. And I thank all of you.

M3. BAY: Thank youo. I'd like to inwvitse
Angie Entton of the Braidwood Chamber.

M5, HUTTONM: Ei, I'm BHAngie Hutton,
President of the Braidwood Charmber and I too am a

member of the CAP group.

Exelon has been hers a long time and
they'ire been a good neighbor. And with the
exception of the tritium leak, they did tak= care of
it, maybe not liks some pecple want i%, but it has
been taken care= of. It did open the commonication

up a lot.

helped with the schools=, all the swvent=s. The do the
Fishing for the Cure. They"wve helped with the Red
Carpet Corridor ewent. More than they know, they'ws
helped with that.

With that being =aid, helping with all

62

Comment 14-1

Comment 15-1



&2

the events, it has had to open the communication
because jyou can't go to an event orf talk to them
without scmathing coming up about the plane. Jo,
thay do kave =0 answer everyons Rerse iz towm
frequently. They definitely made a bhig difference
hers in town.

I bad ook Eman, as Th= Chashber
President, and I also hawe, you koow, witk what I do
for work, with people I meet, I have not had anyone
say to ma that thay should not have cheir license
renewed. So, with that, the Chamber would like t2

age the Braidwood Stacion's licenmse renswed.

M3 HAY: Thank you_. I"d lilb= to inwvite
Chris Hosso of Exmlonm.

ME. RO330: Thank you. I am a former
menber of the WIGH, MNuclear Toung Generation of
Buclear with Exslon amd I work av the plants now
about thres-and-a-half years, 32 oauill a |baby
compared to everybody else om site. I work im the
PBroject Mormagement Department. Zrnd there"s besn 2
lot of statistics that bhave been throwsn oaot, a los
of impressite statistics. Some of them I didn'"t
know. Again, I'm relatively new to the industry.

But something that I've noticed being a

new membar of nuclear socisty is shas iz's really
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the behaviors and the culturs behind nuclear that's
pretty striking. &As a project manager, I === a lot
of new workers come on =ite, as my projects begin
flourish and then knd of dwindle back again and we
lay people off, primarily labor workers.

But really the major piece is the shock
that you ses= when folks come from the out=ide of the
nuclear world and they come in and they work with
u=s. BAnd it's really a process of us bringing them
op to =pes=d to our culturs. 2&nd it'= the nost s=l1f-
critical cultuors that I'"ve aver been & part of.

I went to =chool for construction
engineering and most of the peers that I had, I
talked to them about their jobs and the different
izsue== that they have. And almost all of them ars=
storie=s of other agencies coming in and criticising
them, finding all the=e isz=sp=s. 2And my experience
with many different a=pect=s of nmuclear i=s that the
majority of oor issoss, since I"we been at
Braidwood, are self-identified. And it's really
incredible how =self-critical we are.

3o, part of being a part of a nuclear
and envirommental safety orientated culture=, it
really starts with a =afe work enoviccnment. Omne of

the other roles I have the opportunity to be a parct
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of on =ite i= I'm involired with the Safety Committes
a=z well a= the VEPF Itar Be-certification Committes.
So for those of you who don't know, O3HR rons a
voluntary protection program to which menmbers of the
indostry can join, be a part of really to go abows
and beyond the basic 03EA rules. And it's som=thing
that, a3 a Star member, 3is the highe=t possikle
certification that 08HA can offer.

AZnd where that came from wa= not
nece=ssarily management. It wa= the workers at the
plant drowve that proces= throogh, broaoght OSHA on
mige Again, we're exkremely mzlf-critical,
analysed everything that was going on from primarily
and induostrial safety aspect and convinced C3HR to
giwve u=z the certification four years ago, and this

pear we'vre just re-certified it

Jo, it'"s an industrial =afety aspect
that re=ally blesd=s owrer into every asp=ct throagh --
engineering department into the sovironmental =side
and really beyond. 2o, a= a new megber in nuoclear,
I'm extremely compressed, excuse m@me, Iimpresss=d at
the culturs that's at Braidwood and it"=s =omethin
that even if T move on in noclear, I"1l always talke=

with me. 3o, thank you.

M3. BAY: Thank you. I'd like to invite
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Davwid Erafe of HEIN in Chicage.

ME ERAFT: Thanlk you for Ehe
sppartunity t2 speak today. Good afssrnoon.

My name is Dave Keafe, E-f-a-f-t, and I
direct a groop called Noclear Energy Informotion
Sgrvice. We're a 31 year old moclesar wasch dog
grodp based ia Chicage. 9o we've had coasidecable
experience with formally Com Ed, formerly [ndicos,
ard mow Ixalon as well.

I was at the Byron meeting last nighs
and came today becanse the eovirommertal portion of
thay lizemss applicacisn's going =o ba spliz for =hs
twa facilitiea. 5o some of the remarks I kad given
yeaberday will apply o the plant today.

Bur the two =ain pisces I wamt ©o get
across are first of all, jyou know, we'De Dot here to
say for or againss. We're bhere o find ouk

informavion and to bas a2 pare of che licensing

process and &EEamsne 1B S8, our £irst coEment

actually goes cowards the Buclear Regulatory
Commission izself.

And what »e urge the Commission o0 do in
the process of re-licemsing this and other plamss is
o takbe 3 qualizacively diffecent atvivade towards

their safety cultare, which they are aggressively
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promotion amomgst thoss of you who work in the
nuclear industry.

I was &t & =eeting last Decembar ar the
Palizades plant im Mirkigam where then EBegion IIT
Dizrecter Chuck Castro =ade some oDemacks about HNHRC
safery culture. BAnd he put op some view graphs and
today I brought them with me. I didn"t hawve them
with my yesterday.

I ja=t want to rpead it to you. The HEC
balisves that the definicion of a nmuclear safety
culture is the core valwes and behawviors resulting
£zom a EolliECTivE [ by leaders and
imdividuals to emphasize safety over competing goals
to ensure the protection of people and the

envirsnment. Ard =kat sounds great, but it's
important to dig a Little deeper into what that
means »o not only I but other pecple in the audisnce
in Michigan were asking Mr. Castro what wouold be
scme of these cospeting goals? What does this
actoally meam with the robher higs the road?

And what he ended wp saying actually
I'm gquoting him here is, we're Erying &2 go beyond
what's reguired. And that is the message I really

want to leave with che HRC, i3 shat thase susrcisss

in re-licensing meed o be more than just a check
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box exercise of got them, got them, don't got them.
It has to b= an attitude that goes
beyond what is mersly regoired. Fequirements hawe
to be the floor, not the coe=iling, of what goes om
these processes. End our organisation will be
participating im the licensing process with that
attitode in mind; that, y==s, certain things may mee=t
certain wvery legalistic reqairemesnts but in the
broader scheme of things, will they actually afford
=afety over the Z0 jyear extended cperating pericd.
3o, we urge HEC to take itz own advice
and approach the licensing process with that kind of

attitode towards the safety culture in mind.

The second item surprised me last night.

It doesn't surprise me Goday anymores. It's not
surprisin and it"'s oertainly totally consistent
with homan mnatore that people will respond to the
positive things we're given and =sometimes forget
that thers are rainy days. fnd I'vwe heard last
night at the Byron meeting and I'm hearing it today.
8o I wanted to bring this up because I gues=s since
you corsider community dnpubs and some of the
impacts of the local commanity as part of this

FIoosIE.

Tou mneed o not Just look at she
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benefits of having a maclear power plant 2Iin your
neighbor. But pechaps the se-licensing should

pemind you that it i3 imevitable thaw this faciliey

will clp=se some day. Now, I krow you're all hopimg
that that =omeday will be €0 years iz the future amd
everything's going to fipe with the plant and you'"ll
never lose six milliom galloms of sritium again.
Bus zealivy dossn't always coopecate.

You koow, there are unforeseen incidents
that came up. I gosss you could ask the Japaness
about that and yom can probably even a3k some of
your own pecple in terms of the tritiom issue. Thas
was =ot & planned releass. You know, we could rum
the laundry list of disasters. You kmow, sverything
from Challenger amd Colomhia dowe to Chernobyl,
Fokusbi=a, Wind=cale, Fermmi 1, Santa Sosa=na, and om
and oo and on.

The point is, the world doesn’'t always

cooparate and at soms point in the fuvure, if this
pla=t is clpsed om am emergency basis, all of those
benefits poun described will cease with the tax ba=e
goss away - S0y the message I left with the people
in the Rockford and the Byron area jyesterday was
this may be an opporvuniey for you oo asit down, you

the fimamcial plammers, wyou the elected officials,
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o siv down with Exelon and start ssasmining what
closure is goimg to look like.

We didn"t have an exit plan for Irag and
it really didan't sarve us well. I think zow is the
time is o beginm looking at am exits plam For whem a
muclear Efacility has to close. As I =aid, our
srganization, I'm suse everybedy in this zocom wants
ie to be gunietly, peacefully afeer a lomg life pf
production. Bat, again, reality doesn"t always work
TET TRAT way.

End T brought two examples last might
that I think you nDeed to pay atbtention o and
pechaps those of you whe aze CTO's and elected
offirials here should talk to the officials im Lalke
County and down by the Clinton site in ceotral
Illinsis becaase in 1997 when Imelon, excuse =i,
vher Commnmwealth Edison made the executive decision
to close the Iion maclear plant, that commmmnity lost
5% million of its tax bass owernight.

25, I ask you, what will you do when yon
come in om Wedoesday morning and 70 percent of your
school budget i3 gone” Unless theze's & plan in
place that softerns the sconomic blow of the evemtual

closure of the oDaclear facility, you Leawe yoar

community open to the pivfalls of che company vown.
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When they pull ouwt, all the benefits go with them.
If you dom"t plan soday, it will be devastating for
the communisy of the future. Jo, now is the time to
really stars making those plans.

Erd it kind of reminded me of the old
Besop's fable of the grasskhoppers a=d the ants. Bs
lJomg as it"s summertime and things are great, the
grasshoppers are having a great time. BHat the ants
are sweating it out and doing a little kit of drudge
work in the advance knowing that chings azen's
always so great and winter comas along.

35, I would like #For you im the
commmmity o consider making that part of your
process of examingtion of whether this licen=ss
should be renswed or not. And, you know, that"s
scmething jyou'"re going to hawve to sit down and talk
to the Exelon peacple about.

Back iz 1597, I mentioned to the then
state public pfficial, Adelime 6. O0'Farus in the
Zipm commnity that perhaps an escrow fund needs to
b= st up now for ower a period of time =ome money
is put into it. It's kept intact out of general
tevenues 85 that when the plant has to close,
whathar it's from an smergency of some kind, whathas

it's from gowernment decres in Washimgton or wvhathesr
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it"s pormal closure; jyou hawve =ome sort of a £ond

that the compunities can draw on to ssfcen the

economic blow.

30, that's something I would leave jyou
with to consider and eventvually we'll wrice this wp
and make part of the official docket as well. 3o,
thark you for listening. EIrmjoy the day.

M3 BAY: Thank yom. I'd like to check,
im Dezmzt=e Forrest in the aodisnce? At this time, I
woold like to ask, are thers any other comments from
mesbers of the audience? Fe have extra time=, =o if
you'd like to make other comments, pleasse £eel
welcomed.

Okay, at this =ime I°d like to thank
sracyone for coming and for chalr participatios.
The comments provided hers will be addressed in the
scopimg summaEy rEporS amd for opERnEss amd
tramsparency, the scopimg sumsory report will be
publicly available omn the HELC licenss reoewal
website znd also the address Iis pn the handoots
provided. And if therse are any further comments
yoa'd l1ike to make, Vi can provide them
electronically or in writinmg or in person. And thas
contact infermation is provided in the handouts on

this zabls.
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before you leave ;] to 11l out 3 card, amd then add
your addaress Lo it.

And that concludes =y presentation,

MS. HAUSMAN: Thank you, Tam. Before we
movE Ilnto the public commant period, Che NRC atarr
would like to offer the opportunity to answer aoy
questions about the presantation you'wve just seen.
Does anybody have any guestions about the
presentation or the material that was presented?

okay. Then we'll go into the public
comment period, and I'11 be calling everybody up one
3t 3 time. When you get to the microphone, the
podium, please gtate your name and spell your last
namé B0 tha COUrt Qeportar Ccan gat tha Corresct
gpelling of your name for the transcript. Firet I

would like to inwvite Sue Rezin, State Senator.

M5. REZIN: Thank you. Rezin, R-e-z-i-mo.
Eince 1 won't be near Rockwille, Maryland amytime
§ocn, thank you for the opportunity to make the
come=nts here tondght . It"se muxch more conovenient .
Just briefly 1'4d like Lo say, =y sanate district 1is 3
high energy producing district, and with it we hawe
three nuclear powar plants in hare. Exelon has bean
an excellent company for our communitiss inm terms of,

you kKnow, reaching out to the comsunities, buk also
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providing good paying jobs in the area as well. So,

we appreciate them. We alsc appreciate you being
here as they're going through the re-licensing, and
anytime that we've had any gQuestions with them,
they'ra very responsive to us and we appreciate that

as well. Thank you.

ME. HAUSMAN: Thank vou. HNext I would
like o 1inwite Greg Ridenour ffrom Representative
Kissinger's offica.

HE. RIDENMNTR: It's R-1-d-e-n-o-u-r. The
congressman couldn't make It here tonlght, bDut e
gave me 3 Btatement he would like me Lo read for him.
It"'s addressed E£o0 the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commigeion. I write to express my full support for

the renewal of the operating license of the muclear

generating station at Braidwood, Illinois. | This

facility provides lower energy costs for residents
and businesses, and supports hundreds of high paying
jobs in Illinois, while helping to ensure state
compliance with federal clean air act regulations.
It will undoubtedly play an important role in meeting

the ensrgy nesds of Illinolisane well into the future.

Nuclear enargy production plays a

critical mle in Illinols whers muclear energy
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generates 48 percent of the Etate's elactricity and
employs nearly 5,000 skilled workers. Having visited

the Eraidwood Gensrating Faclility, 1 can attest to

las T wam 9 B s Fon T -l e - o =t T
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which benefit through reduced energy costs, high

guality jobs, and significant tax reveme.

Wnile many areas of Illinols struggle to
meet clear air standards, the generating statiom at
Braidwood offers affordable, abundant energy with a
fraction of the greenhouse gag admigsions 3@ other
conventional energy Sources. A= Americans and
Illinoisans’ Oemand for energy riges, nuclear
generating statioms like Eraidwood will be vital to

meeting the energy needs for our citizens,

I fully support the operating license
renewal for this generating statiom, and balieve It
will play a critical role in making America and the
state of Illinois more anargy Bsecurs. Signed, Adam
Kissinger, mesber of Congress.

ME. HAUSMAN: Thank you. I'd lika to

iovite B1l]l Bulien, Mayor of Braldwood.

ME. RULIEN: When I was about 10 years
old T used to read my dad's newspaper, and the first
comeerclal nuclear power plant 1 about 1960 came

online, and it was an amazing thing to me. It

75

Comment 19-2

Comment 1-3



23
produced power with almost no fual, no pollutlon.

Commonwealth Edison, the parent company of Exelon,
was the cutting edge of technology, the cospany that
brought that to us.

Wnen I was about 20, I built a solar
collector, and I also experimented with a wina
generator. It didn't take too long to realize wnen
the breeze quit that it was great supplemental power
but it wasn't something you could really rely on as a
source of power. Im the 43 years since then, thare
hasn't been anything much that's changed. If you
want reliable, mass produced pollution free alectric
power, muclear power is the proven technology and the
way to go for now, and am far as wa can sea into the

future.

In about 1580 I was doimg a little
construction work out by Gooee Lake, and it seemed
that folks were starting to bulld houses out by
muclear power plants, and I thought that was a pretty
remarkable thing. Well, for 25 years we in the
Braidwood area now have lived side by side with
working nuclear power plant, and it's brought many
benerits to our area. They include good jobs,
ooncribucion to our Cax base has bean Enarmoug, for

our library, our schools and our fire districkt.
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They've bDeeNn gQensrous to our comsunity.

I_lnr:ll]r they've given millione of dollars to create a

WILEr syBLem Chere In Braceville, sllllone of dollars

47 SmiF”sEd A Frstl fnanE e Fhmsands AF Asl11as
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help
to our food pantry, help our needy, and mamy other
projecte too mmerous to mention. Last year they
helpad out cChe city whan 1 asked chem Co help us buy
the electronic sign outside of city hall, and to help
use create a tourism spot that we hope will help us
create touriem energy and economic benefit on Route
66 .

S0, they'va been a really good neighbor,
and I just wanted to say that a guy here earlier
today, he mentioned that, you know, hie whole thing
was what's going to happen if the power plant was to
close down. |Well, you know, we think about thosa
things, and my administratiomn's planned oo those
things, and we're planning to use the money we get in
this area from our nuclear power plant and the good
jobs and everything to help prepare us for that
future. We've set aside acreage for industry and
things 1ike that, and we intend to be ready for that
date.

But I also, parsonally, believe that tha

infrastructure that's there oo thakt power plant site
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now, they will dewelop a way to uee that, because
they're going to have a major investmant in that
gite, and they might build Braidwood three and four

thers, I don't know, 1C'1l probably be arfter I'm long

gone, but I look forward to that, |and we look forward

to you giving them a license to continue operations
into the future. Thank you.

MS. HAUSMAN: Thank you. I'd like to
invite Mark Kavanog, site VP for Braidwood.

ME.  KARAVOS: Kanavos, K-3-N-3-v-0-8.
Good evening, I'm Mark Kanavos, I'm the Site Vice
President at Bralodwood Generating Statlon. I hawve
the overall responsibility for the safe and reliable
operaticn of the facility, and the coordination and
managesent of personnal, and overall station
performance.

A little bit about wmy background, T hawve
over 312 years of progressive nuclear power plant
experience. Before I took my current role as Site
Vice Presldsnt, 1 was Cha Plant Manager at Rralowood.
Prior to that I was the Plant Manager at Clinton
Nuclear Statiom im Clintom, Illimois, and at Comanche
Paik Muclaar Statlof in Glan Rosa, Taxas. I'va had
experience in project management, maintenance and

Engineering.
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Operating the statlon safely and reliably

18 a key responsibility of all of the employees at
the Braidwood Generating Station, one that we take
very esriously amd a5 a personal commitment to
ourselves, to the community and to our industry.
Proud to B3y that we've beem a key part of this

commmity for owver 25 years.

Braiowood Generating Station  operates
under thé Banner that preserves the environment. We
maintain a comprehensive, radiclogical monitoring
program that extensively monitors the air, water and
food products around the facility to ensure that we

did oot adversely l1spact the environmenkt .

=] hawe a comprehensive on-glte
envirommental groundwater protection program for
monitoring anmd  detecting the  preeence of
radipactivity 1in the ground water before 1t has a
chance to migrate off of our property. This program
includes 19 on-site monitoring wells designed Gto
protect, detect and alert us of any unusual events,
lawels of radiation 1in thea groundwatar, 80 Lhat wa
can assess and address any changes quickly.

We have detalled procedures that outline
how we test all the water leaving our station.

Radiation monitors are staged at 40 locatione within
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a2 ten mile radius around the planet to monitor any
ragdiation levels and dose Lo ensure the safety of the
COmEITITY.

Wz also have had great succes® 1n our
tritius ressdiation efforte. In tha last saven ysars
Braldwood hae made significant progreass.
Bydrogeclogists have confirmed that remediation ie
having the intemted effect. AsS of today the sguare
footage of land affected by tritium hae been reduced
by % percent, and the highest concentrationa of
tritium in tha groundwatar have baean reduced by 99
percent. We'll contimue to monitor and retain the
ability to remediate via pumping, should that become
NECESEATY.

Braidwood's environmental management
Systems are certified under the strictest criterla,
the Intarnational Organization of Standardization, or
180, specifically we have received the I80 14001
certification, an industry standard recognition.
This 18 an inftermationally recognlized bencheark for
envirommental managesent The 180 14000
certification requires a commitment to excellence in
meeting our regqulatory requirements, and tha
prevention of pollution and continuous improvemant in

our envirommental programs and Systems.
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Last year the Wildlife Habitat Counsel
recognized Braidwood Generating Station's commitment
to the envirommental stewardship by awarding us the
Wildlife award certification. This distinction was
awarded to our commitment for ensuring that the
continuance of Gthe healthy wildlife around our
planet, throwgh our figh hablitat restoration project.
This project places artiricial habitats in the
Braidwood Lake, and that greatly bensfits the fish
throughout their 1life, amd greatly enhances the

rishery.

To ensure that Braldwood continues to
operate safely for years to come, Exelon continues to
invest in Eraidwood. We'we spent millioms of dollars
each year to improve and modernize our equipment and
enhance our plan operations and safety ESystems. Our
investment in the future doesn't stop with the
equipment. We've hired 152 new employees in the last
two ysars, and wa maintailn a workforce of
Epproximately B50 employess.

During our annual =saintenance and
refueling outage, that population grows by another
1,500 to 2,000 employees, bringing a boost to the

local economy. We aleos take pride in our investments

in the community. | Last year employees contributed
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ower 240,000 to the United Way Crusade of Mercy, and

OUr signature annual avent, Flehing for 4 Cura, has
genarated ower 5300,000 to charity ower the Yyears.
We alsc support the Braldwood Summer Fest, the
Braldwood Shootout, and numercus other community
activitlaa,

our employeea hoat blood drivea, toy
drives and fund Arives for various commmity groups
and agencies. They also wvolunteer, and in short, we
@0 our vary bast to ba a good naignbor.

For over 25 years Braldwood hae performed
reliably and safely, and has Seb mMmercus benchearks
in the mnuclear power industry. |We work towards
license renewal every day through dedication to
continuous improvement .

In conclusion, we look forward to working
with the Nuclear Regulatory Commiseion in the review
of our licenss ranewal application. Thank you for
this opportunity to address the public.

MS. HAUSMAN: Thank you. I would like ©D
invite Mike Gallagher, the VP for License Renewal,
Exalon,

ME. CGALLAGHER: Okay, good evening. My
mame is Mike Gallagher, and that's G-a-1-1-a-g-h-e-r,

and I'm the Vice President of License Renewal for
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Exelon. I have overall responsiblility for the

Braidwood Generating Station licenge renswal
application.

Firet of all I'd liks to Chank the NRC
for this opportunity to spaak on bahalf of Exelon for
this wery important project for us. Exslon hae a

great desal of exparience with license renawal, as wa

have already obtained the renswed licenses for our
Drasden and Quad Cities plants hare in Illinois, and
for three of our other facilities in Pemnsylvania and

Naw Jersay. Wa've alsc, an application for our

Limerick Flant in Penneylvania umider HEC review.

Just a 1ittle, briefly, about myself.
I've been working in the nuclear industry for 32
"'Eiﬂ. I wag a licensed senlor reactor D'Fﬂntﬂl' and
plant manager at our Limerick OGenerating Station
facility in Pemmsylvania, and I worked at two other
nuclear power plantg and our corporate office.

Mr. Kanavos, the Site Vice-President for
Braidwood gpoke to ug all here about how rigorously
we safely operate Braldwood, and about the reasons
for renewing the license. I'd like to speak briefly
about the process for preparing thie license renewal

application, and the amount of the work and

engineering analysis that was put into preparing the
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application.

Because the BEraldwood Statcion can operate
safely and reliably, Exelon decided to pursue license
renswal . Braldwoodl's gafe, efficient operation
promotes 3 critical supply of carbon fres elactricity
for I1linols and beyomd. Braidwood prxuces enough
clean power to supply more than two million homes.

S50 in 2011 we announced cur intention To
ek license renewal for Hraldwood and a3 similar
plant, or Byron Generating Station up im Ogle County.

Later that year we Btarted the work necessiry to
prepare the application, and after over two years of
work we sgubmitted the application o the Buclear
Regulatory Commission on May 29th, 2013.

S0 safe and reliable operations has been
hallmark at Braidwood Station since it came online,
and our goal during the license renswal process 18 to
gemonEtrate to the WRC and to our nelighbors that we
will continue that legacy throughout the 20 year
aextended operating period.

The application 18 a wery large
application. When you print 1t out it's about 3,500
pages, and when you put it in bimders, it's in four
large binders about this thick. It's a4 huge amount

of information. Bur that only represenfs a =small
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part of the work that was done for the engineering

analysis. The total amount of enginesring analysis
if we printed 1t all out would be about 400 binders
of informaticon. We lowested over 90,000 ®an hours of
engineering work. Once we completed the engineering
wWOrk to prepare the application, we brought in
experte from outside Exelon ©to review the
application, to ensure that it was complete, thorough
and accurate. our Ctotal cost ©To prepare Ethie
application and to get it reviewed by the Nuclear
Regulatory Coemmission for both Byron and Braldwood
will be approximately 445 million.

There are two different parte of the
application, the safety review and the envirommental
review. For the safeLy review we took an in-depth
look at the history and the condition of the safety
equipment 1in the plant, Ne did that to determine
whether the necessary malntenance was being performed
on that egquipment, ©o make sure that the eguipsent
will be able to operate when it's needed, not only
for today, but for the additional 20 year period.

When you look back at Braldwood, when 1t
was built, 1t wag brand new, 1t was all thoroughly
tested to make sure it would work properly, but 1ike

anything else the eguipment does age, and therefore
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we have Lo do certalnm activities to 1C. Preventaclve

maintenance 18 péerformed, Sometimes eaguipssent 18

refurbished, some eguipment may be replaced, there
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equipment . In fact, Exelon has inwvested ower 5230
million in the last four years alone at Braldwood, to
improve and modernize the eguipment, to enhance plant
operations and safety.

We aleoc reviewed the calculations that
were performed as part of the design of the plant,
that were originally dome to, for the plant to
operate for the original 40 year period. We analyzed
211 those calculations and were able to confirm that
the plant was able to operate safely for an
additional 20 years, up to &0 years. 5o overall our
conclusion from an engineering review was that
Braidwood could operate safely for &0 years.

We also took a look at the envirommental
agpects, and the impacts t0 continue to Operate
Braidwood. We looked at all the aspects of the,
well, the impact of the plant on the enviromment, and
our conclusion is that these impacts on the
enviromment are small, and I use the term small in
the sense of the regulation. The regulation defines

EmaEl]l as the envirommental effects are not detectable
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or mElmor.

We'wne aleo reviewed the altermatiwves 1If
HBraildwood would not hawve 1te license renewed and
anokther sgurce of elecbtric generaticn would hawve To
be 1netalled, elther hers on gite Or =omeplace else
to generate the replacement electricikty. We
concluded that anmy other means o©f generating the
replacement electricity would have morse an impact to
the enwvircnment than the oontinued operatlon of

Hraidwood.

S0 in conclusion, we operate Braldwood
safely, and we can continue to operate safely for an
additional 20 years. HBraldwood will provide
approximately 2,340 megawatts of baseload generation
that's not only safe, but 1t's clean, it's rellable,
and 1t's economical. Continued operation of
Hraidwood willl benefit this community, the =state of
I1linois and our nation. Thanks again for the
opportunity to make my statement.

MS. HADSMAN: Thank you. Next I would
like Lo invite John Greuling, Will Oounty Center for
Economic Development.

MR. GREULING: Thank you, and that's
Greuling, G-r-e-u-l-i-n-g. The Will County Center

for Economic Dewelopment is a private, not for profit
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economic development ocorporation that's served Will

County for 32 years. Our membership includes
representatives from the largest corporations im Will
County, along with other private sector leaders as
well as govermmental leaders. Our mission 18 to
assist in the retention, the expansion amd the

recroitment of businege to Will County.

We support critical infrastructure
investments as well, such as energy infrastructure,
to make sure that the investments and reinvestments
are being made appropriately to Berve our rapidly
growing area. Since 1990 Will County has more than
doubled in population to where today we're just under
700,000 pecple, and we've become one of the fastest
growing job generators in the metro Chicago area.
We're also home to the largest Inland Container Port

in North Amarica, supporting global freight movemant.

The Will County Center for Economic
Development 18 hers today in support of Bralowood
Generating Station's license renswal application
sutmitted to the U.5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
on May 29th of this year. Eince 1987 the Braiawood
facility has been producing emissions-free energies

in Horthesgtern Illimods. The Center for BEoonomic
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Development believes by granting thie renewal the NRC

will allow Exelon Generation to contimme to provide
thousands of megawatte of clean energy to the tems of
thousands of businesses in the regiom. Adeguate,
reliable and affordable energy supply h3as become one
of the most important factors when businesses are
coneldering an expansion or relocation today.
Without it we cannot successfully compete for good

jobe for our residents.

Thié BEralowood Cacility 1tealfl 18 an
economic engine for the reglon. WIith over G50 good
paying jobs and an annual payroll of $82 million,
Braidwood 18 one of tha largest employers im Will
County, and certainly ome of its most significant.
In addition, the facility made $20.7 million im tax
payments in 2012. The significant contributions that
Exelon generatiom and its employees made to the local
economy cannot be overstated. Support [or groups
like the United Way, Fishing for a Cure, and other
local and ﬂlﬂlmir 1ocal buginess and civic
associations are coritical to the fabric of our

community in this part of Will County.

T™The CED recognizes wnat a3 good
environmental steward Exelon has been and will

continue to be at thelr Braldwood facllity. The
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radiological monitoring and the  groundwater
protection programs im place today give the community
2 senee of sgafety and envirommental protection we

exnect from a worl
-

=1
|
ot
|i.|

To close, tha CED again supports the
renewal application for the Braidwood Generating
Station, and I think you for your time.

M5, HAUSMAN: Thank you. I would like to
next invite Don Moran.

MR. MORAN: Good evening, Dom Moran, M-
o-r-a-n. From 1984 until 1987 1 worked at the
Braldwood Station 38 3 young construction worker, or
sheet metal worker. Today I'm employed as a businsss
repragentative for shest metal workers, but I'11
Speak on behalf of not only wy own local union, but

the Will and Grundy bullding and constructlion trades

ag well.

Beginning in the fall of 2007, a full
year before the rest of Che Country's economy was
effected, the construction industry was decimated by
the worse case of unesployment it had seen since the
great depression. Literally thousands of our members
losc thelr Jjobe, Chelr homeés, Thelr families, during
the next five and a half years of economic blight.

One bright spot during all those years
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has besn the construction jobs provided during the

refueling and upgrading of the Braiodwood Statiom.
Having béan imvolved in che bullding and =3lnCenance
of the station over the past 30 years, I'm very
confident in the continued safe operation of this
plant into the future, and I'm thankful for their
commitment to local trades by providing good jobs and

penefits to people.

My frustration with the high unemployment
led me to run for office. Earlier today the Will
County Executive, Larry Walsh, and the Will County
Board Speaker were both here, and spoke on behalf of
OUr county Doard, whare wWe passed 3 unanimous
resolution supporting the re-licenaing at our July

board meefing. I voted im favor of that resolutiomn.

As Tllinois sBtruggles 1in today's
competitive Dusiness market, we ocannot arfford €o
ignore any of tha things that helped put us on a
better footing. One of the building blocks to
economic development 1= affordable and reliable
electricity, I1linoig' diverse network of
electricity gensration coming from coal, wind and
nuclear gives us an advantage in enticing new and
retaining existing businesses to the area.

Tnlike the rolling blackouts experlienced
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in Califormia during 2000 and 2001, our local
electric generation and transmigelon systems have
providaed consistant, reliable aslactricity and have
d3one 80 with a disilnilshing ooet to consumers, as
compared to the CPI.

I remember cooling my first home, a tinmy,
00 square foot housa, with summar monthly electric
bills of ower £200 in the mid 80's. Today I live in
2 modest towm bhome about three times that large and I
Pay about 3150 in the summer monthe to ocool 1f, quite
the bargain compared to nearly 30 years ago,
especially if comsidered next to the costs associated

with fuel in your car or paylng for healthcare.

As President of the Illinois State Rifle
AEscclation, I represant the Interest of &any
outdoors people, including fisherman and water foul

munters, many of whom hawve benefitted grestly from

the public access to Eraldwood Station's cooling
lake. In adaition to being a 8ource of reliable
electricity generation, Braldwood Station has been a

benefit to local school districte, fire proctection

and othsr taxing bodies in the commnity, not Lo
mention 1tE commitment ©o 1local charities and
commmity events. They've besn a good steward to our

commnities, and I'd ask that the HNRC renew the
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license for Braidwood Station. Thank you.

MS. HAUSMAN: Thank you. Next I would
like to invite Dee deGroh, who's a member of the
Commmity Advisory Board.

MS. DEGROH: Good evening, and thank you,
Sheila. My name is Dee deGroh, and that is spelled
d-e-G-r-o-h. I, my family's from the Braidwood/Essex
area, my parents and my grandparents and my great
grandparents were from Essex and Braldwood. 1 moved
ners about eight years 30, and was Just concernad
that I wanted to be involved in the community, =0 I
became quite involved, as a matter of fact I'm
Presigent of the Historical Soclety, Secretary of the
Library Board, a member of CAP, the Community Advisor
Panel, and the Chamber of Commerce. School district
has a group called the Community Involvesent
Committee, to get the students involved in our
comemnitlies and wice Veraa, amnd of DOoUTHE I'm
involved in church groups. So, I'm an involved
peraon.

I recall thare was excitement when it was
announced that thers was going to be a power plant
built in the Braidwood area im 197¢. They started
construction them, and my mother and my sister and

mamy others WEIe am commElttees to talk Lo
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Commomesalth Edieon at the cime about how 12 this
going to effect us, what 18 1t? Pecple alan't even
now what i1t was and how it was golng to effect our
ComsEmI Ly . And Lhay did form various comsitteas Lo
talk to ComEd, and they felt somewhat, I'm sure, very
relieved, because not conly was it going to improve
the economice of the area, but they were alsc taking
over some of Che spolled lande left by the coal
companies, and it was considered spolled lanmd at that

time. MNow Cthey're wonderful recreation clubs for

many psople, Dut at that time there weren't a lot.

At any rate, the concerms about the
Fafaty and health 1ssuERs were Jlleviated oOourling
those, that time, and it took 12 years to build the
plant and open 1t, 1t opened in "BE, and 3t that cime
the community was allowed to go in and ses the plant.
I was fortunate enough to be one of them, and very,
very ispressed with all of the security concerns and
health igsues and just getting in and out at that
Eime.,

Ana then I joined this Community Advisory
Fanel a few years ago when It was started, and we got
to tour the plant, and with the changes and additions
dug to 911, it's umbelievable what Becurity one go&s

through, on a dally basis if you're an employee and

94

Comment 14-2



42
have to get into the plant everyday. It took us,

well of course there was about 15 of us, 12 of us
maybe going on that tour, but it took us a good 20
mimutes or more. You may have read im the Braldwood
Journal last week the reporter had just takenm a tour
and ghe wag Jjust in awe Of what ehe saw and all the

pecurity she went througn,

At any rate, this advisory panel halps
the community because anyone who asks us 3 guesticn
about an 1ssue that they're concerned with, we can
take that concern to the CAP meeting, and Exelon
either addresses it right them amd there or our next
meeting they'll have Someone who 15 knowledgeable
about that 1ssue, such ag tritium, and bring it to
the committes, and we'll gpend the entire evening
maype discussing that issue, It's wonderful Cthat
they're 80 CONCErned about OUr safety and acceptance
of Exalon.

We're all interested in public health and
safety. We all want it. I Xxnow 1 wamt 1t for
myself. I would not have moved here if I didn't feel
comfortable doing 80 eight years ago, and I have

never f[elt uncomfortable being in the area. The

station, the Bralgwood Station has besn really a

wonderful neighbor, because they're not only
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employing pecple in the area and helping to feed tax
money into cur echools and fire department and police
and library, et cetera. They are interssted in
community organizations and help all of us, including
the Historical S&Soclety and the Lions Clubx and Park
District and many such groups, Chamber of Commerce
and B0 on. S0, they're really wonderful neighbors
and they support all of these groups, and when they
do that 1t makes our town more wviable, more lively,
more full of 1ife because they're helping us to

continue in day to day issues.

And, I went to the presentation August
Bth at City Hall by NRC, and at that meeting they
magde it VEery clear that Exelon has III.E'.'., if not
exceaded, all thelr expectations regarding safety.
And because of that, I just welcome the approval of
the renewal licenss for our ng:ﬂ I.'I.El'g:l'l.b'l:ll'. Exelon.

Thank you very much.

MS. HAUSMAN: Thank you. I would like to
iovite I:-::H.:g O0'Brien Ifrom the Illinois Clean EI.'I.EI'.'g'f
Coalition.

MRE. O'BRIEN: Thank you very much, it's
0-B-r-i-e-n. And I'm the Executive Director of the
T1linois Clean Emergy Coalition. Our group that is

supported by business, 1labor and policy leaders
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across the state promotes the development and use of
clean energy in a competitive market that bensfits
both the environment and our economy. And regardless
of whare pecple are individually om what various
policy courses they favor, I think everybody across
the country wants ©0o Bee Ourl COUNLIY mOWVe GCOwards
cleanser, a cleaner enviromment, and the Cleaner
generation of energy.

How, wa've haard a 1ot about the poElllve
impacts that Sralowood has on the surrounding
commumnities, the jobs, the economic impact, the
millions of @ollars that are inwested 1in the
community, but the positive Iimpacts reach much
further than the areas that banafit directly from the
plant operations. Nuclear has also brought a broad
bepefit to the energy market in Illinois. It has
impacted, had a positive impact on rates, and
certainly on reliability, and as we've heard that 1s

ofcentimes 3 key Cactor 1in attracting and retaining

good jobs.

And the benefits derived at Braldwood and
other miclear planfs are ot limited to the economy.
It"s an enormone benefit that the gemsration of 18
million megawatts of electriclty at Eraidwood last

year produced no carbon alr emisslons. And that's an
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objective, that's a goal we all want to strive to in
QuUr Country.

Earlier this year HASA'S
Goddard Institute, which 18 a 1leading research
organization studying the impacts of climate change,
sought to gQuantify the 1impact of nuclear power's
carbon free emissions. Goddard's study found that
replacing nuclear power with fossel fuel generation,
would lead to approximately 76,000 deaths globally
every year, primarily as a result of increased cardic
and pulmonary digease.

Thie 18 even more I1mportant here i1n
Il1linois, as we all know the Chicago metropolitan
area 1s designated as a non-attaimment area by the
EPA due to alr pollution, and this situation would bhe
greatly exacerbated without the existence of the
Braidwood Generating Station, which produces energy
to power up to two million homes, without adding to

our existing environmental problems.

And I think it's aleo lmportant ©o note
that while we gCare tremendously about the local
impacte, the environmental impact statement that
we're talking about primarily here looks at a broad
range of issues. In addition to local enviroomental

igsues, 1t looks at gquality of life isgues, revenues
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that are created, Jjob creaticn and economic i1mpact
are all part of the eovironmental ispacts of the

Braidwood Gensrating Station.

And for these reascnE the Illinois Clean
Energy Coalition etrongly urges the renewal of the
operating license for the Braldwood station., Thank
you.

M5. HAUSMAN: Thank you. 1 wild like o
invite Angle Hutton from the Braldwood Chamber.

MS. HUTTON: It's Angle Hutton, H-u-t-t-
o-n, and on behalf of the Chamber, amnd I Bent a blast
e-mall out before I left the house, I got nothing
derocgatory from any of them again, Exelon SuUpports
our echoole, all of our businessss, and not only with
wWhat they oo for us but the padplé that work thare,
which is, definltely helps our businessas in Cown,
and our schools couldn't do without them. 1 mean,
they're just, thay've been wondarful. Anything we've
asked for, they've helped us as the chamber, and for

that we say thank you.

And there was an issue with the tritium,
and as being a good neighbor, which they promised
when they started, they did remediate the area, they
pought the property that was impacted, and with that

they took aggressive action so that it doesn't happen
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again. And with that they also opened up great

commanications.

And ag Des gaid, the CAP, wé go in thera
and they have no 1dea what questions we're bringing.
Anything that the public wants to know, anything
that we& want to EKnow, and they do anewer 1t right
away, and if not, 1t's at the next meeting, but they
have mo idea. And with all that they do for support,
they're meeting people everyday with no idea what
pecple on the strest are going to ask, amd they do
answer it. And that, in this day and age, 1s a big
deal, there's no, well, I'll get back to you or let
me see what I can find ocut, they do answer it.

S0, with that and the support that
they've given us, and Exelon will be speaking at our
next chamber meeting, so, and they'll have no idea
what those people are going to ask that morning.
With that, we= wouold like the license for the station

to be rencwed.

MS5. HAITEMAN: Thank you. I would like ©o
iovite K. Denise Forrest from the commmity amd
Exelon.

M5. POEREST: Bello. Lasft mnamsa'\
Forrest, F-o-r-r-g-g-t. 50 rfirst I1'1ll talk £o you as

34 commumity member. So my dad grew up in Braldwood
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and attendsd the one-rooE Bchoblhouse on Cefnter

Btreet, and I 4alan't wentura far fro& home bDecause I
bought a3 house I1n Braldwood five years a&go. My
future son-in-law just bought a house in Braidwood in
January. We're both employees of Hraidwood Station

and grateful to be employees of Braildwood Station.

We do all of our shopping in Braidwood,
we see the physicians in Braidwood, even the people
who don't 1ive I1in Braldwood B8till use all the
Berwices that EBraldwood offers. When 1 hear the
truck go by spraying for mosquitoes at night I think,
Braidwood may have impacted that by their tax money,
BO.

How, the 1mpact, 8o I live on Bodeen
Drive. My oeighbors on both sides of my house are
airectly impacted by Braidwood Station, either as a
contractor or as an employee. My neighbor on the
back side of me is an operator. A block away from
me, two employees from Braidwood Station. My son-in-
law 1liwves on Third Streset, hie nelghbor 18 a
contractor. 20 Exelon and Eraldwood Station has a
direct impact on the econowmy, just from a perscnal
perspective.

Whenever I go to the grocery store or I'm

at the mipe, I'm always rumning intc people that I
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woOrk with, owven Lthe people who don't 1ive locally,

just out of convenience they'll stop at the grocery
gtore, our gag is cheaper hers, we gag our Cars here.
Our tawxes are cheaper hers, 8o 2 purchasss are
spometimes cheaper.

So, not only for the Exelon employees but
alsc family-owned contractors. Wa support a lot of
contractors by bidding out business at the plant, o

3 lot of them are also impacted directly.

A= an employes, I'm 3 maintenance analyst
at Braidwood. I'm proud to Say that I wae part of
the start-up team from the 1980's, so I've been there
quite a while. Not omly is the equipment updated,
but the pecple are updated as well, we are developed,
5o thank you to Exelon, they've developed me as well.

Az I get new employees into the site, I'm
s0 proud of our plant and the way that it looks and
the perception when you see it, that I take my people
for tours out im the plant sc that they can talk to
their neighbors and say, wow, that is just a great
operation. ItL's not scary when you actually see it.

It's all the talk behind the scenes, when you don't
actually get to witness it and see how clean and how
professional it 1is.

Bafety, 80 I am a comunity, I am
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comsunity, Mark knmows I say that all the time. 5o

whern we tied into the septic, of the sawer, Selfisnly
I wag worrled about how that would, how &y tollet
would handlie that at home. Pleased Lo amnounce oo
problems at all. 50 1'm alwaye worrled about the
community aspect.

They are an excellent nelghbor. The
plant aoesn't stink, it's mot loud. When we do night
activities we nootify the community. It*s just a
respectful company to work for.

Lastly, Iindustrial safety, radiatiom
safety, I have mo fears at all being, living in the
community and living my entire life in the community.
We have S50 many Systems, S0 many controls and so
many monitors in place, aml even with all that, you
sti11l, you have to have a culture. If you have the
people and the egquipment in place but you have a
culture that doesn't sSupport that guestioning
attitude of being your brother's keeper amd locking
out for everythimg, then you're mnot golng to have a,
Yyou're mot goling to succesd in this business.

The expectation at Eraidwood, and at any
Exelon plant, 18 that if you see something that
doeen't lock right, you bring it up. We don't hide

amything, we put it out there in the open and then we
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adaress 1it. And that's everybody'sm, everybody's

responsibility, it's not just for Mark, it's not just
for the manager, it's for the clerical person all the
way up, the contractor, anybody to bring it up.

80 knowing that culture, and that is the
expectation, I'm grateful to be at Braldwood and I

would like to Dée axtendsed as wall.

ME. HAUSMAN: Thank you. 1 would like to
invite PRilip O'Comnor from Proactive GStrateglies,
inc.

Mi, O'COMNOR: My name 18 Philip .
O'Connor, that's O-'-C-o-n-n-o-r. And first of all,
thank you to the NRC for holding this meeting. In
the early 1980's, during the peak construction periocd
at both Braidwood and Byron, 1 was serving as
halrman of the Illinols Commerce Commisslon, which
is the utility regulatory body for our state. At
that time I was also serving as the representative of
all of the othar state utility regulators on the
board of, Lthae AdViSsory Board of the InEtitute for
Muclear Power Operations. And one of the things that
we came to an appreciation of during that period, and
even more so since, is the connection between the
safe practices in a muclear plant and economic

performance.
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That peak period of construction in the

early B0's was cne of substantial Cconirovarsy about
both the economics of the projectz and the lomg run

imPast an el acstris] Fw
am = T 2LeCTTLCLLY

mrisas 1in northarn T11
Bt g 4] Fe a0 a5 ddi Ml el s il e

know, because my home used to be regqularly picketed,
and T would be yelled at on the bus.

But let me tell you, and we all know it,
thinge have worked out extracrdinarily well, far
better than most expected. Just three quick points.
First, both Braigwocod and Eyron have proven to be

stellar performers with capacity factors wall ovar %0

percent . Second, in am era imn which there's been
both great uncertalnty about the economlice as well ap
the environmental aspects of foasll fusla, these two
stations hawe had the advantage of a low cost, non-
foaall fusl supply amd all of Cthe inrendsd

coneegquences of that.

Third, and thig is particularly dsar to
my heart, T1linois was a ploneer in moving away from
traditional electricity price regulation and toward
customer choice and competition in the generation and
supply sectors. The high performance and the low
production costs at both Braicwood and Byrom have
bean isportant factors in a successful transition

from traditional regulation and competition.
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=t m= Just 1llustrate this. Im the
decade pricr to Illinois' 1997 restructuring law, the
average Illinoie electricity price was consistently
about 10 percent above the national average. In the
more than a decade since the full implementation of
cholice, average Illinois electricity prices have been
seven to eight percent below the naticnal average.
That 18 polnt ewling hase bDeen worth about 35 billllon
dollare s0 far, and is growing every day.

A of the end of May, Illinols had the
11th lowest electricity prices in Che United States.
I mean, the only ones who have lower prices are
thoee with, in the west, with a lot of hydroelectric
power and go forth. And I think that {just, you know,
Mr. Moran's comment about his D11l now compared oo

what 1t was, I Think helpe to lllustrate the polnt.

f21a] :E],rrnn and Braldwood are no ].IIIII.QEI'
owned by a utility, it's true they're affiliated with
ComEd, but they are not part of the utility rate
base, and they hawve been operating successfully as
fully competitive assste 1n a highly competitive
generation market. So the bottom line here 18 that
Draidwood and Byrom, if they are allowed to operate
well into the future by being re-licensed, are likely

to contimie to play a positive role in malntaining
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Tllinois' advantageous electricity price positiom,
and that, of course, is a big plus for job creation

and progperity in Illimoie.

S0 let me end where I began, and that is
Eimply noting that Exelon's ongoling adherence to best
practices for muclear safety will be an important
underpimning of ongoing strong economic performance
of both those plants and of the Illinols elactricicy
market. Thank you.

M5. HAUSMAN: Thank you. Next I would
like to invite Steve Quigley from the Will County
Govermmental Laague.

ME. QUIGLEY: ulgley, Q-u-1-g-l-e-¥.
Hi, I'm Steve Quigley, Will County Governmental
League on behalf of the 31 communities that the Will
County Govermmental League Iepresents. We would
endorse the licensor to ba renewed. On a parsonal
note, 1m 1983 I becams= Che Public Information
DMrector for tha Illinocis Esergency Managemant
Office, and, or agency actually, and as a public
information director I had the opportunity and chance
to wview all the muclear power stations in Illimods,
and I learned a lot.

Fumber one, I didn"t know that we had

more actlve muclear gites, oOr reactors in Illinmoias
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than any other state in the nation, Upon doing that,

that wae back in the ComEd days, I Saw how safety was
an important aspect to what goes on in any nuclear
power gtation, and T also learned gpubsequently when T
took this position how the Exsalon/ComEd, it was ComEd

when 1 started, now Exelon, took Chelr ocommunitcy
outreach. Community outreach to
individuals in tha ocomunities 1 represent is
paramount to having a utility such as a nDuclear
Bafety of miclear production #ite 1iké this, to what
the mayors that I represent, they want to know, they

want Iinformaticonm, 1t's mot just Bralowosod, it's the

commmnitlies Cthroughout Will County. | And one oOf Che

things, Mr. Greuling took about half my speech so I
just left my notes on the thing, Dut we do represent
almost 700,000 residents. Economic

development is a very important aspect of what mayors
do in their commumities. John does it in a bigger
picture, our mayor's do it, you know, for their own
commumities. Having clean, efficient pgervice and
reliahility is a great economic benefit when mayors
are going out amd trying to do outreach to bring
businesses 1into thelr commmities, and the Will

County community as a4 whola.

But 1 cannot commend the staff at this
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local station more for the owtreach. They get 1in
touch with me two or three times a year, ask if
there's any meetinge that they can attemd, we have
monthly meetinge with our mayors amd our city
adminigtrators, are thers things they can come, 18
there anything they can do on the behalf to
enlighten. They offer opportunities for the
comsunity leaders to come and tour the plant. I had
the privilege of golng right befora they did the last
generator turnover, which I think was a couple years
ago.

I'va had tha opportunity to go since than
but they were gearing up and the safety on the ineide
aof the plant and the security on the outside of the
plant in =y humble opinion, as somebody who's Peen
thie over tha last 15 yeare, can't be Satched. Asd
we would endorse fully the HRC's extensicn for the
next 20 years of this licensor. Thank you.

ME. HAUSMAN: Thank you. Mr. Frank Antos

from the Community Advisory Panel.

ME. ANTOS: | That's A-n-t-o-8. A8 &3 long

timéa rasldent OF the area, I don't se& any probles
with them getting renewed on their license. They've
been excellent, good neighbors. All I can tell you,

that's, go for it.
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MS. HAUSMAN: Thank you., Nancy Asmer
from the Grundy Economic Development.
M5, AMMER: Good evening, last name
Ammer, A-m-m-@-r. Like Mr. Quigley I'm tespted to
8ay ditto and 851t baCck dowm 38 I Enow you're all
anxious Lo get home, but I just want to =ake 3 few
quick comments. I'm with Ehe Grindy Econo&Eic
Development Counsel in Grungdy County, the adjacent
County owver. And so we find ocurselves really im an
enviable position in that we are sandwiched by
ruclEar staclions with LaSalle SCation on Our wastarm
border in the next oounty over, Braldwood here in
Will County and then we're home Co Dresden Statlon,
all operated by Exelon and all excellently operated.
I also have the opportunity then from
locking at thes as existing businesses in our area,
but then alsgo what they bring to the table as we're

tryimg to track new business to Illinode and to

Orundy County . The robust energy =arket has been

good for consumers, and 1t has also been good for
axisting bDuslnesses as well a8 In tha attractlon
efforte of new businssses, especlally as we're Sesing
pomé reamergence of manufacturing in our area, that
have wery energy-intensive types of businesses EBo

that we are now, have statistically, the employment,
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the lowest 1n the ocountry. It just gilves more
validation to what we've been working om.

The oquality Jobs that we see at
Bralowood, that we se& at Drasden, Lhat we ses at
Exelon cannot be understated, especlally Ia this
environment of high unesployment. When you take
those 800 plus jobs with excellent payrocll, excellent
penerits, multiple it by three, by all three of the
Btatione, and all of a soddan you @Start Lo @es
significant impacts of payrolls in excess of 580
million here, msultiply that by three with the three

stations, employment of owver 2,500.

And them also to not forget the
muleipliere Chat we see when there are the refusling
outages. I Can assuUre you a8 an economic developmant
person, 1 can't speak on behalf of Mr. Greuling, but
there's mot a lot of people kmocking on our doors to
bring in $80 million payroll to our community. We
are thankful that they are here, we are thankful tha
commitment that they make to our taxing bodies, and
on behalf of the Grundy REconomic Development Counsel
I would emcourage the renewal of the license. Thank
YOu.

M5. HAUSMAN: Thank you everyone for your

comments. 1I'd 1ike to open it up to the floor, and
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if there's anybody who has not made a comment yet
that would 1ike to Bpeak, please Btep up to the
podium. Everybody wante to go home.

Okay, and I've got a few closing comments
here. Thank Yyou everyone again for  your
participation, for the comments, for attending the
meeting this evening. And the comments provided will
be addressed 4in the Scoping Summary Report for
Openness and transparency the Scoping Summary Report
will be avalilable publicly on the NRC license renewal
webglte, and the address 18 1n the handout.

And 1f there are any further cComments you
can provide them either in writing or electronically.

Pleaze oo B0 by September 27th. And the HNRC 18
always looking for wayse to improve our public mesting
process, 80 there are feedback forms on the table, if
you would like to f£111 one of those oukt. They're
postage pald and you can sSend them in, and any
improvements would be welcome.

Does anybody have any comments before we
cloee the meeting? Then this meeting is adjourned.
Thank you very much.

(Whereupon at B:20 p.m. the mesting was

adjourned. )
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Executive Committes
Resolution #13-187

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY BOARD
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN SUPPORT OF THE RENEWAL OF THE OPERATING LICENSE OF THE
EXELON GENERATION ERAIDWOOD NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION

WHEREAS, energy generation Is a vital component of the economy of Will County and the State of
Ilinois, and a key input in our manufacturing, technology and service sectors, and

WHEREAS, maintaining a reliable and cost-compefiive energy supply benefis consumers and helps
retain and affract jobs, and .

WHEREAS, a strong, diverse and competilive energy generation indusiry not anly brings direct economic
banefil in the form of high-paying, skilled jobs, it also supports thousands of additional jobs across the economic
spectrum, and

WHEREAS, since 1888, the Braldwood Nuclear Generating Station has made significant contributions to
the Iocal and regional econemy, and

WHEREAS, the Braidwaod Generating Station produces elactricity to power twa million homes without
generating any carbon emissions Info the environment, and

WHEREAS, the Braidwood Generating Station employs nearly 900 full-time staff and supports thousands
of addifional jobs through venders and maintenance contracts benefiting area bullding trades and small
companles, and

WHEREAS, the Braldwood Generaling Stafion creates addiional community benefits through tax
payments, charitable involvement and sponsorships and maintaining wildlife habitat available to area sporismen,
and

WHEREAS, ihe Braidwood Genaraing Stafion has shown a strong commitment o environmental
stewardship and responsiveness to community concems and has collaborated closely with area emergency
responders to anhanca safety and sacurity for area residents, and

WHEREAS, the Braidwood Generating Station and its owners are committed to continued collaboration
with local govemment regarding equitable property assessments and dillgent response and attention to
environmental lssues.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE T RESOLVED, that the Braidwood Generating Station has applied to the
federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the renewal of its operating license, and the Will County Board
axpresses its support for the renewal of the operating license of the Braidwood Nuclear Generating Station and
urges the Nuclear Regulatery Commission to expeditiously approve the pending licensa renewal application.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Preamble of this Resolution is hereby adopted as if fully set forth
harein, This Resolution shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and approval a8 provided by law.

Adopled by the Will County Board this 18 day of July, 2013,

Vote: Yes _25 No_0 Pass_ _ (SEAL)

Approved this 24+h  dayel _Tnly 2013

Ries-supporting Exslan Braldwood Relicansing 20uly13
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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

1021 NORTH GRAND AVERUE EAST, P.O, BOX19276, SPRINGRIELD, ILLINDIS 2754-G276 + (117) 7822829

PAT QUINN, GOVERNOR LisA BONNETT, DIRECTOR
217/782-3362 =
L/i3)20)%, EQ =
Y — i =
wraran R 25 44 o F
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 3 I
Division of License Renewal - Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation < =
One White Flint North By -
11555 Rockville Pike :j -
Rockville, MD 20852 b

Re:  Exelon Generation Company (Will County)
Renewal of Nuclear Regulatory Commission Operating Licenses for Exelon Braidwood Generaling

Station Units 1 and 2 (NPF-72 and NPF-77)
Log # C-0262-12 [NPF-72 and NPE-71)

Gentlemen:

This Agency reccived a request on May 22, 2012 from Exelon Generating Company requesting necessary
comments concerning the renewal of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission operating licenses for the
Braidwood Generating Statians Units 1 and 2 in Will County. We offer the following comments.

This Agency hereby issues certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (PL 95-217), subject to

the applicant's compliance with the following conditions;

1. The applicant shall be responsible for obtaining NFDES permits required for wastewater or
stormwater discharges to waters of the State from the proposed activity.

2. This certification does not cover future aclivities that require a federal authorization under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act.

This certification becomes effective when the Nuclear Regulatory Commission includes the above
conditions # | through # 2 a conditions of the requested license issued under the Afomic Energy Act of
1954,

This certification does not grant immunity from any cnforcement action found necessary by this Agency
to meet its responsibilities in prevention, abatement, and control of water pollution.

Sincerely,

Alan Keller, PE
Manager, Permit Section
Division of Water Pollution Control
SUNSI Review Complete

SAKTIF:0262-12.doc
h Template = ADM - 013
e IEPA, Records Unit E-RIDS= ADM-03
IEPA, DWPC, FOS, Des Plaines Add= 5 peit) (el 17)
IDNR, OWR, Bartlett :
USEPA, Region 5 ' 7 fran (7341

1.5, NRC Region I1L, 2443 Warrenville Road, Suite 210, Lisle, IL 605324352
Mr. Rom Abrant, Chicago Corps of Engineers
Ms. Nancy Ranck, Exelon Generation Company
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DISTRICT OFFICE: CAPITOL OFFICE:
103 FIFTH STREET M103E STATE HOUSE
PO BOX 260 SPRINGFIELD, ILLINQIS 62706

217)782-3840

PERU, ILLINDIS & 1384
Fax:(217) 7B2-9586

8151220-8720

FAX: (815 220-8721
SENATORREZING GMAILLOM

© WWWSENATORREZIN.COM
SUE REZIN
STATE SENATOR « 38TH DISTRICT .
: By =
August 21, 2013 Velols le =
TERA4e377 a0
Cindy Bladey: Chief of RADB @ -f =
Office of Administration il X =
Mail Stop: 3WFN, 06A44M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission () ) o
Washington, DC 20555-0001 w
RE: Docket 1D NRC-2013-0169
Dear US Nuclear Regulatory Commission:
1 am writing to you regarding the extension of the Braidwood Nuclear Generation Station
license. I strongly support the extension of the license. The Station is a crucial anchor for
both economic development and employment in my Senate District area
The Braidwood station employs over 800 people in high paying-skilled jobs. The Station
contributes hundreds of millions directly into our local economy, supporting local
vendors and employing scores of trade union members on regular maintenance projects. Comment 18-2

Furthermore, Braidwood is the backbone of our electricity generation in Illinois and in
the Midwest. It produces large amounts of energy safely, consistently and cost-
effectively. This helps keep Illinois’ manufacturing, technology and service industries
competitive in global markets and also helps attract new businesses to our area. The plant
is also an important component to ensure better air quality in Northern [llinois.

Therefore, I sirongly urge your Commission to extend the license under Docket ID NRC-
2013-0169.

Sincerely,

Sue Rezin
State Senator

CC

Scott Humbard, Exelon Director of State & Governmental Affairs
Mark Kavanos, Braidwood Generating Station Site Vice President
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Tran, Tam
|

From: Tran, Tam

Sent: Tuesday, September 17 2013 5:07 PM
To: Judybraid@yahoo.com

(o Gallagher, Carol: Duncan, Eric
Subject: RE: BRAIDWOOD NUCLEAR

Hello,

Consistent wi the previous e-mail, this is o keep you informed that your comment for the Braidwood license
renewal environmental review has been dockefed.

From: Mendiola, Doris

Sent; Tuesday, September 17, 2013 4:09 PM
To: Tran, Tam; Gallagher, Carol

Ce: Wrona, David

Subject: RE: BRAIDWOOD NUCLEAR

| docketed it and sent to the DCD for processing.

From: Judy Braid [mailto:judybraid@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:12 PM
To: Tran, Tam

Subject: BRAIDWOOD NUCLEAR

WWE LIVE APPROXIMATELY 1800 FT FROM BRAIDWOOD NUCLEAR REMEDIATION POND. WHEN THEY PUMP DOV THEIR POND QUR
POND LEVELS ALS0 DROP. WE HAVE TALKED TO OTHER NEIGHB0RS WHO HAVE THE SAME PROBLEM ONE WAS PAID AND TOLD NOT
TOSAY ANYTHING BY EXELON. ALS0 WHEN THEY 157 BEGAN PUMPING THEY WERE SUED BY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT FOR
DRAINING THEIR WET LANDS KILLING WILDLIFE. FOREST PRESERVE WON LAWSUIT ALS0 THE PROPERTY EXELON PURCHASED NEXT
TOMYHOME I3 NOT MAINTAINED. | HAVE TALKED TO THEM ABOUT IT AND THEY SAID THEY WOULD ONLY CUT VEGITATION ONCE A
YEAR. |FEEL ALL THE ABOVE I3 AN ENVIROMENTAL AND HEALTH ISSUE. ALSO | FEEL THAT ALL THE PREVIOUS TRITTIUM SPILLS OF
THOUSANDS OF GALLONS AND STEAM RELEASES OF TRITTIUM 3HOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION BEFORE THE 20 YEAR
LICENSE EXTENSION IS GIVEN.

PLEASE KEEP ME INFORMED
THANK YOU
TOMZIMMER CONCERNED BRAIDWOOD RESIDENT

H714 CEMETERY ROAD
BRAIDWOAOD, ILL 60408 1 815458 8321
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chicago Teoloical Services Fleld Office
1250 South Grove Avenoe, Sulte 103
Rarrington, Illinois 60010
Fhone: (847) 381-2253  Fax: (847) 381-2285

IM REPLY REFER TO:
FWS/AES-CIFO013-CPA-00ST

September 24, 2013

Cindy Bladey :

Chief, Rules, Announcemenls, and Directives Branch
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail $top: 3WFN, 06A44M

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Ms. Bladey:

This responds to your Notice of Intent, found in the July 31, 2013, Federal Register, to prepare
an environmental impact statement (EIS) and to initiate the scoping process for the proposed
Braidwood Station relicensing. This Jetler also responds (o your Seplember 11, 2013, request
for concurrence regarding the list of Federally listed species and habitats that may be affected
by the proposed action. The applicant, Exclon Generation Company, LLC, submitted an
application to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission for renewal of facility operating
licenses for an additional 20 years of opetation for Braidwood Station, Units 1 and 2,
Braidwaod Station is located near Braidwood, Will County, THlinois.

In the past, we have reviewed actions associated with operations at the Braidwood Station,
Those reviews were related to impacts to the Kankakee River, which is the source of the
Braidwood Station’s cooling pond makeup water and the receiving body for the cooling pond’s
blowdown discharge. During those reviews, our primary concerns were far impacts to fish and
mussels, particularly the then candidate designated sheepnose (Plethobasus cyphyus) and
snuftbox (Epioblasma triquetra) mussels. Both mussel species are now Federally listed as
endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act). Additionally, a pair
of bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nested on an island at the cooling pond in the past.
The bald eagle is still protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) and
the Migratory Bird Profection Act, and our office provided technical assistance to ensure that
the eagles were protected and the BGEPA was followed.

The proposed relicensing and its associated activities should be evaluated for potential impacts
to the Federally listed species and other wildlife resources in the project vicinity. The EIS
should fully disclose all of the activities that could be associated with the future operation of
the Braidwood Station in order to determine the potential impacts to fish and wildlife resources
and their habitats. Given the presence of endangered mussel species, pariicular attention
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should be given to potential impacts from water quality (including temperature) and water
quantity that may result from proposed operations,

In response to your request for concurrence regarding the species list provided for Braidwood
Station, the species list for Kankakee and Will Counties should be updated to include the
raftlesnake-master borer moth (Papaipema eryngii) and Hine's emerald dragonfly
(Samatachlora hineand) critical habitat (Will County only), The rattlesnake-master borer moth
is a recently designated candidate species. Additional information about the rattlesnake-master
borer moth and critical habitat for the Hine’s emerald dragonfly can be found at:
htp:/fwrww.fws. gov/midwest/endangered/lists/illinois-cty html

Please also note that the northern long-eared bat (Myotis seplentrionalis) is. found in the project
vicinity, The Service will be publishing an announcement of a 12-month finding on a petition
to list the species a3 endangered or threatened under the Act and to designate critical habitat in
early October of this year.. If the northem long-eared bat is found to be warranted for listing,
the Service will concurrently announce a proposal fo list the species under the Act.

This letter provides comment under the authority of, and in accordance with, the provisions of
{he National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852, as amended P.L. 91-190, 42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1956 (48 Stat. 401, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as
amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755, as amended; 16
U.8.C. 703 et seq. }, and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (34 Stat. 250, as amended;
16 U.5.C. 668-6684),

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Shawn Cirton at 847/381-2253, ext. 19.

Sincerely,

Mo
0 o

Field Supervisor

Ce: DOI, Lisa Treichel
USFWS, Stephanie Nash
USFWS, David Larson
NRC, Dennis Logan
USEPA, Kathleen Kowal
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Porfeor3 ("
Ilinois Historic | / ¢ AR HED]]

e Preservation Agency
FAX (217) 782-8161

A 1 Old State Capitol Plaza + Springfield, lllinois 62701-1512 + www.illinois-history.gov
Will County
Braidwood

License Renewal, Exelon Generation Company, LLC
Braidwood Station, Units 1 & 2

=
NRC-2013-0169 by, g E
THPA Log #006081913 T n m
ﬁ‘) ° t.":%?-
September 4, 2013 T o 42C
— %Q%’
Cindy Bladey, Chief < 2
U.§, Nuclear Regulatory Commission il N g
office of Admin./Div. of Administrative Services D )
W

Rulas, Announcements, and Diraectives Branch
Mailatop IWFN 06A44M
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Ma, Bladey:

Wa have reviewed the documentation submitted for the referenced project in
accordance with 36 CPR Part 800.4. Based upon the information provided, mo historic Comment 28-1
properties are affected. We, thersfore, have no objection to the undsrtaking
proceeding as planned.

Please retain this letter in your files as evidence of compliance with section 106
of tha National Historie Preservation Aot of 1966, as amended, This clearance
remains in effect for two years from date of issuance. It does not pertain to any
discovery during construction, nor is it a clearance for purposes of the Illinois
Human Skélstal Remains Protsction Act (20 ILCS 3440).

If you have any further questions, please contact me at 217/785-5027..

Sincerely,

Anne E, Haaker
Daputy State Historic ,
Preservation Officer

CIIME] Daviaw Pamsnlaba
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Kichapoo Tibe of Ohlatoma

RO.Box 70 Administration Department
07N, Hwy 102 Phone: 405-964-7053; Fax: 405-964-7063
MeLoud, Oklahoma 74851 Fmail: kwilson(@kickapootribeofoklahoma.com

7/31{ %13
R 379 D

September 16, 2013

N
bad
T o
0 3 :'_'@
. &
Chief, Rules, Announcements, and Directives Branch g o 4%
Division of Administrative Services ~ 2 L
Office of Administration Tl -
Mailstop WEN, 06ad4M Jdos
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ©
Washington, DC 20333
RE: The Braidwood Station, Unfts | and 2, License
Renewal Application, Will County, IL
Dear Ms. Wong:
Thank you for consulting with the Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma in regard to the above Comment 29-1

referenced license renewal, At this time, the Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma has no objections to
the license renewal application upon full completion of reaching the scope of license renewal
according to the Federal Regulations.

Should I be of any further assistance, please contact me at (405) 964-4227,

Sincerely,

gy

Kent Collier
NAGPRA Contact
Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma

Ce; NAGPRA Consulting File SUNSI Review Complete

Fawswizt. amEs =aa
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Commants on the Supplemant to the NRC's “Genarlc Environmental Impact Statement [GEIS)
fior Licensa Renewal for the Braldwood Nuclear Povwer Station

Dipciat iumbar NRC-2013-0189
Saplembar 27, 2013

Muclear Energy Information Service is a 12 year okd lincés envirenmental egasizalicn based in Chizago.
We wizh ko make fe loedng comments on ihe above Dockel, 10 be eniesed sl The offcal record.

Prefacing Remarks: a "Nuclear Safety Culture"

Inoral comments made &t the pubic meeding hekd by NRC af the Braidwiod Stalion on August 20, 2013,
et ik the following obsenvation abaut NRC'S expecled rake in the license mageal prooess,

For the better pard of a year now, NRC has baan admuonishing uiilties in Regon 0 on thelr “lack of &
salety cullure.” In Sepleaiber, 2012, &l the Paliaades reaclor in Michigan, NRC presanied a side shaw,

instucting ublifes what i expects and ilustrating the charactarislics of an accaptabls nuciear salety
Gulbure”

s The core values and benaviers reauling from a colechive cammilment by

wwmwmmn salaly ovor compating goals io ensure profeciion of people
and he envisonment * [NRC side show, Pallsades rascior presentalion, 3212

In & Q&4 session with hea Ragion 1l diractor Chuck Casto, we asked what such "competing goais” might

b, ard Sugpested hings e schesdules, procedyres, how managemeni and rgulators Bsen to and art
upen worker complainis. Mr. Casto siated,

“Wie'te rying bo o beyond what's (eguind.’ (emphasis purs)

A REAL, AUTHENTIC rucher salisly culbare will gvidence behiiors thal go beyond the mere latter of tha
requiremanis. Evalustions of all kinds wil tharetore ba mare than mare chack-bax exsrcizes In compliance
{2 he betier of the reguiafions. |f MRC expects Lilllties o operate with el mirnds={, fen NRC neads 1o

I by exampla, and regulade wilh thad mindsat 25 wall,

ITHRC & serous aboui eslablishing a nuclear safety cullurs, 1hen wa will be forced in svaluate MRS ol
in this relcensirg proceeding wilh those sama standards: oing beyond whal's required, what's
pedmctary. This will mean eateraining nafions and requiring lines of invesfigalion inlo matiers that an
“outalde tha bow” of mesting regulations in some cases. The reguialions saeve as e Boor, nal the celling,
af comgliance: that will *ensure protection of paople and the envircnment *

i with thés atfituds that we wil avaluals NRC's parfcrmenca in this licanse renews proceading.
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Caomment 1: The ER submitted by Exelan iz incomphete in nof providing evidence that it has
aramined the profected affects of predicted Ninols climate alsruption on fufure operations. NRC

regulations are inadequate for not requiring this examination.

Consideration of climate disruplion projechons is nol an exiraordinary request, Many ather secfions of
Exelon’s applcations raquirs them fo praject inlp the futua their anskyses of how Braldwond will ba
aperating al some fulune date. An issue il could well determine whelher Braidwood has suficen! walaf
to aither operate or sufficlently cool safety-refatad functions at the plant should not be cawaliaiy dismissed,
it shaukd be o the lap of (e sl for evakion,

Curreri cimade models sugnest that linois wil gradually assume a cimatn resembing that of East Tewas
ar Misstssippl by mic-Cantury (within the period of operational e extensicn of Braidwoad), depending on
whether one is running a low- or high- emissions model. Summer femperatures are sxpacted to increase
an average fram 3.3° o 86° F. While ol precipitation = expected 10 remain about the same, sassonal
wariatarn will incragse, and equency of hesvy precipilstion aventS=-misured in fems of number of days
e year with mona than 2 inches of ran, and annual mesimum 24-hr, S-day and 7-day reital

tolalg—i% [laly o conlinue o incrésse, pariculary closer b the Greal Likes, a Raclor which will have
implizations in the Comments balow

The implications of thesa projections do not seem 1o be incorporated into the ER analyaia provided by
Exedan, which invariably resull in the conclusion of ‘smal’ impacl, The ER chearly stabas fhat (he Kankakes
River is & "smal nver” by definiion. It {5 essendlal for the adaguats funciioning of the ultimate heet sink for
thes reachors - the cooling pand. Increased evaporalion and kss recharge in 2 cimaie dsmupted linois wil
a0d strass o the pand, which accarding to the Exelon ER axperiencad 5 fiah kills from 2001 1o 2007. [Sec
2244, p 2:15), as a result of high water temperatures and low dissolved orygen lavels in summar,
These condtions are axpectad 1o worsan over tima In siressed walenways.

Make-up water for tha mechanical draft cooling tower sysbam redas on the Kankakee River. Decreased
wolurr and flaw rales expecied under projecied dimate disruplion medats for llingis cauld have an
adverse affect on coolng funciions at Braidwood,

Expion's historic penchant o requast license variances on water use and thermal dechange fram IERA
Bufpgasls the poasibity for greater effect than is characlerzed in fhe Exelon ER document. The albermative
windd be cirtailment of eparation, which alsa doag not appasr faciorad ko tha Exelon ER in any manner

Recommandation: NRC should require & mare thovough projecton of waler usa at Braldwood, bassd an
e bt povssibie cimuate modising for Wnols betwaen now and mid-cenfury. Because this vanation in
chmate disnuphon and its effacts are locadiegional, § falls outside the scope of 8 generc analyais or
rigguilion

Comment 2 Analysis of socio-sconomic impacts are incomplete, No analysis of impacts of early o
unexpected clasure are considered or provided

Thie Exélon ER docurnents a significan lacal ta impact for (he presence of the Braidwaod Muclear Stafion,
yat anly addresses the posfiive impacts, No mantion or analysis of negative Impacts resulting from abrupt,
planned, o unexpecied aary clsure of Braidwood i presented. This is a significant omissian.

Ageording to the Exslon ER Braidward raprasants less fhan 3% of the Wil County tatal tax base, roughly
520 million annually for the years 2008 through 2010, Howewver, it accounts for upwaids of T8% of ihe
Rsed-Custis School Diskict 25500's adjusted proparty fa levy, These am not insgnificant amaunts far the
local communilias arcund Braidwood, a8 apposed 1o the courty a8 8 whole, Their abrupt dappeatance
would wresak kocal eeonomic havae an the affected govemmental and essantial sarvice entiias’ atlity o
operate, while leaving Wil County a5 3 whole lanety unaflected.
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The ER aillser Lils by recognize of menlion i 4l some of i patsbie events thal cauld resu® in secha
slluakian;

+ Unenpecled major acedent, resulling i rredsle ad presuimably premalure dasur

+  NWRC ardeied shid down

+  Exelon's unilabersl decisicn o clode the planl on econsic of alher grounds, as il did o Zion,
resulting in an immediate ks of sbout 55% of Zoa's tax bass

+ Develustion through sals, a3 gcumed &t e Chinton stabon, resulting In enpmious loss of lax base

+ Evenlugl ald-age, license expiraiion closwe (e oulcome mpst hoged for)

Exalon aian provides 8 possible indicalion of ihe kinds of croumstances Thal would kad i b daso
Brakiwond on econpmic grounds. Seclion 3.2 on Refubishmend indicates ihel Exelan s wall aware that
Beakdword Unil 2 may need a sieam generaior ieplscement duing the exended operational ffetime. (| s
atsg fracking tha patantial far reacter vessel head replacements &1 its operating FWRE at bath Byron and
Brakiwood. Should eiiber or both of ihese condiions emeige & a fne of dellaled enérgy prices, or ata
time: Exglon acknowladgas might ocour a5 early a5 2024 whan renewabies are much mare coel compstithve
and appreaching base load capabiltes (Sec. 7.2, page T-9), of &% e fesull of mull-assh dioughl
turailing walar availabilily - Exelon being a business wil certainly make the calculations A made when it
cloesed Zion, and decide il Braidwood should conlfinee to operale.

I this omizeien tha ER makes ihe same mistaks e LS. Govemment mate when it invaded lrag - i had
e gent Sfrey, To simply asseme that the onfy socio-poonomic effecis of Braidwood's prasenca will be
pasitive ones & simply ralional.

Finally, the Exelon ER i& someshal dismissive of i eliscls thal Dradwood seems (o have an local
peaperly values. Exalon saems b fcus primanky on “propesty valos,” &5 opposed to salability, which
anecdalally seens lo be of much greater concerm in e communities directly surraunding the reaclar sile.,
|t makiers ile what your property is *worth” if you ave irping ta sl it io move oul of 1ha area and can.
Such fgures should be easy fo clbbain liom kdal realions, and hoold be nclided in fe ER.

Recommendation: Slanring for some kind of seentysd chosuns mas! be macs g befoe i happens fo
minimize eoonomic and service dismplions i e enfites whose fx base will be affectad. Dabate about
the Jeanse extension senves az & good reminger of Bis fact, and an oppodunity o fake sclion, W
rrcammnid thal dependent governmanial and laxing enfities bagin formal negafialions with Exalon o
eolaliah Ak ascrmwed ‘tosun mifialion fund " based oo some mutually sgreeahle assessmant and
paymant sirciurs, 50 that dependant entiies will hawe Some kind of lemporary finds svelzbs 1 sofsn
the econonc o of closus, snd nof radically disrpl essenkial services. Salabilly of propery shauld be
investigated and reported mone dissclly, especially i Bhe commoniies adjacant fo the plant.

Comment 3: Incomplede and faully analysis in Section 7.0- Alternatives fo the Proposed Action

I rewiewing the soenarios Exshon exarvined b cone up with s evalustions canceming the viabillly of
eglians riglacing thie pavier culpud of Braicwonod, we Bnd that Evelos wses informalion that s perhaps not
crrant, amd laaves cul signiicant olfer feal wind oplisis 1of consideration and analysis

+  Ruole of renewables doo namw, inscoursie, inappopriale: Exelen lands fo Ireat he ranawable
enangy reeowoas ag if they ans just some varen] of Wadilionsl loxsil and nuckear plants, They are
not. Ag 3 regult they analyzs thess renewables solely i ways amenabie to thalr cwn narmaw view
ef funclioning. which i rot necessarly the best or nptimal use of the paricular renewable enengy
resgurce. For example cnly caniralized enengy stafion use of both wind and solar ane conaidered,
wilh e goniceration of “disiibuted generalion” in amy meaninghl way. Pairing up one renewabia
wilh natural gas ks Ihe only permulalion anahyzed, when pairing up of solar with wind |o compliment
the: strenglhs of bolh is ignored. Fusthar, & & not clear the degree b which the cperational
efficiencias of thesa renawables either i M prssenl o the hubiie i stcuralely analyzed.

T

123

Comment 30-2



Improvemants in bachnology, igher wind iowers, mcreased sclar pane! efficiencies, elc. are all very
rea proapsects even before the 2024126 license expirations of the two Bradwood nuckear reaclans.
W befiove tha this sechion nends o serinus ravision, perhaps from an outsice indepentent
congulant 10 mone accurataly reflect bodh the real, and the reakstically arnticipated woild af
vl prangy contribigions,

o Angchronisiic bisingss mode) used sxciusheds The Exslon ER examines he conlributions of
compeditons to the Brakdwocd nuckar pant - not just the ranewables - on the sssumption that
Braichwoad can only be replacad by “bassload” power, Whilk indsed that is the way things ane
struciunad af pragant, curnent frends end real wond enargy discussions ane starting 1o enwsion tha
end of this busaness madel and approach. The nofion of ‘dsirbuled power” his been around for
over 8 dacace. Recenty FERC officlals have senously telved about basaload” baing a concept of
the prarsl, which technological developments in bath peneration and grid disgetching will render
ncreasingly maaningless. Soma major US utilties are even sating up axplerstion of a non-
baseinad arlenlad aysiem in tial inciements willin heir exising sytlems.

The purpese of the koanse eension proceedng Tor Brasdwood is MOT bo anakes i past
perfurmance and compane it o the present; it is o ook at 85 prasend perfarmance and exirapolate
that out an additional 20 years (31 and 33 years from now), attempling o envision the energy warl
at that time to see if the *prasant” can compata or even function = that world, InsufSoan attantion
hias been peid Lo this anakses in (e Exeln ER. Seclien T reads like & conseman chay-picked

silf-fulfilling proghecy,

Evan Exalon itsed cannot think that the buziness model s uses loday wil be the one that
Braichwond will operabe in fram 2024 1o 2084, A& way b prove that = 1o ask: does Exglon TODAY
aperats with the busness modal it had in 2002 (11 years AGO)? This was just a handful of yeers
aul fram ulility dereguiation and wbunding of uiies hid in llinais. Exelon did not even axist. lis
predecessor's predacessor was just in the process of saling off its coal plants.

Baoforg thesn criigues are summarky dsmissad by MRG as o of the scops of this dockat, we
woukd ramind wou that a "nucless salety culture” gemands that kind of “oul of the bax” thinking and
analyss to . ensure pratection of people and e envirnment.” Yo sald 5o yoursaes,
Analyzing he functicing of Braidwoad in the energy word of the fubure will have senous
imglications for Expian's analysis of socio-eoanomic impacts. Lintil that analysis is dona, thair
“siall” conclusions musd be held m senious doulbl.

Recommendation: Crder Exalon fo re-examing it Section 7 comparisons, incarparaling: 1.) disiribubed
ganaration and decine of the “hasaload power” buainess model; 2.) befter dals on the capabilties of wind
and solar, based on expectad improwemants in lechialogy, or belfer and mom aphmal use devisians; 3.)
apected upgrades, impreiemants and sdoitions of grg and dispsiching syatams i the MISO and Pag
Intereaniection sress

Commaent 4; Sec, 5.0 - Assessmant of New and Significant information

Gince, =, Tha envranmeartal raport must contain any new and significant informeation regarding the
ernviranmental Impacts of lisense remewal of wihich I applicant & sware.” [10 CFR §1.53(¢ 3w, and
Exelon and MR have now been made of new information nol previously enalyzed, the law requires hat
this infarmatian b researched, and reporied in 8 revised ER

Sinde the cirmiale disnplion issues rsed dbave ane uriquely lacal in {hair manifestation aod effects. 2
genaric ruing an tham |s both Inappropriate and would be Inacturale

Sinca no apparant imvestigation has been dona concarming edther the effects of elimate disrugtion. of the
effects of abrupt closure an socio-econaric fctars, results would cerainly . lead to an impact finding that
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Comment 30-4



presents a saously diffesant piclune of the andnanmeéntal imgac of the proposed project in comparison
with what was previously envisloned.” [Sac 5.1, page 5-3)

We appreciate the oppariunity io offer these obsenations. Wi ook forward to MRC incorporating these
recommendations In fulune license extension proceedings.
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