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Centlemens

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of a potential safety cuestior
which has been raised recarding the design of reactor prescure vessel
support systems for pressurized water reactors (PR 8) .

On May 7, 1975 the NFEC was informed by a licensee that certain trancient loads
on the reactor vessel support merbers that would result from a postulated
reactor coolant pipe runture immediately adiacent to the reactor vessel hac¢
been underestimated in their criainal design analyees.

It is the NRC staff's cpinion that the question related to the treatrent of
trensient loade in the desiom of reactor vessel support syetems may &ply

 to other PYR facilities, especizlly those for which the cesicn analyses were

verformed some tire aco. Ve have therefore initiated a systematic review
of this matter to determine how these locads were taken into account on
other TWF facilities, ané whet, if any, corrective measures mey be required
for epecific facilities. :

The results of licensee studies reported to date indicate that, althouch

the marains of safety may be less than oriainally intended, the reactor
vesse) support system would retzin sufficient structurzl inteority to supmort
the vessel and that the ultimate consequences of this pcstulated accident
wvhich could affect the ceneral public are nc worse than oricinally stated.

we have not conrleted our indepencent evalvation of these studies. However,
based on the results of our evaluation of thie phenoweron to date and in
recoonition of the low probability of the particular pipe rupture which :
could lead to additional tramsient lcads on the support systems, we conclude
that continued reactor operation and continued licensing of facilities for
operatior are acceptahle while we conduct our generic review.



couthern California Ediscn Compeny o NOV 2 8 1975
San Nieco Cas ané Flectric Company -

e request that vou review the decien bases for the reactor vessel svpport
gvster for the fan Crofre Fuclear Generatina Station, Units 2 and 3, to
determine whether the trensient lcads described in the enclosure were taken
into account sppropriately in the desian. Pleage infcrm ue of the results
of vour review withir 3C davs.

The sttachmente to the enclosure are proviced to iréicate the information
thet could be needed, should we deterrine, on the basis of your
review, that & reassessrent of the vessel support desion is reguired.

ve are continuim tc evaluste and review the rethodoloqy for calculatinc
the subcooled hleowdown loads with the nuclear steam eystem suppliers.
You ghould cortact vour nuclear stear system supplier for information
reqsrdinra these celculations if necescary to couplete your review.

Thic request for cereric information was eporoved by GAC under & blanket
clearance murber B~180225 (R0072Z). This clearance expires July 31, 1977.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By
R. A. Birkel

Clen b, Parr, Chief
Licht Viater Feactors
Prciect Branch 1-2
nivigion of Reactor Licensing
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! Southierm California Hiilson Company NOV 2 8 1975
! San Diero Gis and Ulectric Company -3 -

| : cc:  Rollin E. Woodbury, Ceneral Counsel
Southern California FEdison Company
2244 Walmurt Grove Avenue

P. 0. pox 300

Rosemead, California 91770

Chickering & Gregory, General Counsel
San Diego Gas and Rlectric Company
111 Sutter Street

San Francisco, California 94104

Mr. larry Z. Moss
15201 DePauw
Pacific Palisades, California 80272

Mr. David Sakai
345 Morth Perry Avenue
ontebello, Califormia 30640

Frederick P. Sutherland, Isq.

Center for law in the Public Interest
10202 Santa Monica Boulevard

Los Anpeles, Califormia 90067

ir. Kemneth E. Carr .
City Hanager . 3 .

City of San Clemente

100 Avenido Presidio

San Clemente, California 92672

Alan R. Watts, Esq.
Assistant City Attorney
City Hall :

Anaheim, California 92805

Lawrence Q. Garcia, Esq.
| California Public Utilities Commission
| 5066 State Building

San Francisco. California 94102

Georss Spiegel, Esq.
2600 Virzinia Avenue, . W.
Washincton, D. C. 20036
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