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Gentlemen2 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of a potential safety ques'ior 
which has been raised regarding the design of reactor pressure vessel 
support systems for pressurized water reactors (PWR's).  

On May 7, 1975 the NB was informed by a licensee that certain transient loads 
on the reactor vessel suLTrt mewbers that would result from a postulated 
reactor coolant pipe rupture imediately adjacent to the reactor vessel had 
been underestimated in their oricinal design analyses.  

It is the NPC staff's opinion that the question related to the treatrent of 
transient loads in the desirmn of reactor vessel support systes May aply 
to other FP facilities, especially those for whidb the design analyses were 
perforwed some tirre ago. ;e have therefore initiated a systeretic review 
of this matter to determine how these loads were taken into account on 
other PP facilities, and whet, if any, corrective measures way be required 
for specific facilities.  

The results of licensee studies reported to date indicate that, althoucgh 
the margins of safety ray be less than oriqinally intended, the reactor 
vessel support system would retain sufficient structural integrity to support 
the vessel aend that the ultimate consequences of this postulated accident 
which could affect the general public are no worse than orioinally stated.  
We have not covpleted our independent evaluation of these studies. However, 
based on the results of our evaluation of this phenomenon to date and in 
recognition of the low probability of the particular pipe rupture which 
could lead to additional transient loads on the support systems, we conclade 
that continued reactor operation and continued licensing of facilities for 
operation are acceptable while we conduct our generic review.
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ve reauest that you review the desion bases for the reactor vessel support 

ev!stem for the San Crofre Nuclear Generating Station, Units 2 and 3, to 

cetermine whether the transient loads described in the enclosure were taken 

into tccount appropriately in the (design. Please inform us of the results 

of your review withir 30 davs.  

The attachrerts to the enclosure are provided to indite the information 

thet could be needed, should we determine, on the basis of your 

.review, that a reassessrent of the vessel support design is required.  

!-e are continuiva to evaluate and review the rethodology for calculatinxo 

the subcoolee blowdown leads with the nuclear steam svstemv suppliers.  

You should contact your nuclear stear system suplier for information 

renardina these calculatiors if necessary to complete your review.  

This request for oenerc information was approved by GAC under a blanket 

clearance nurber E-180225 (P0072). This clearance expires July 31, 1977.  

Sincerely, 
Original Signed By 

BL A irket 

Clan D. Parr, Chief 
Liaht Water Feactors 

Prclect Franch 1-3 
Division of Reactor Licensing 

Encl osure: 
State ment of the Probler 

cct See pace ? 
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cc: Rollin 1. *oodbury, General Counsel 
Southern California Edison Company 
2244 almrt Grove Avenue 
P. 0. Box 800 
Roseiread, California 917703 

Chickering & Qregry, General Counsel 
San Diegp Gas and Electric Company 
111 Sutter Street 
San Irancisco, California 94104 

hr. Larry E. Ibss 
15201 DePawx 
Pacific Palisades, California 90272 

Mrt. David Sakai 
345 Worth Perry Avenue 
M"ontebello, California 90640 

Frederick P. Sutherland, Esq.  
Center for Law in the Public Interest 
10203 Santa Mbnica Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90067 

ir. Kenneth E. Carr 
City T hnager 
City of San Clemrente 
100 Avenido Presidio 
San Clemente, California 92672 

Alan R. "Watts, Esq.  
Assistant City Attorney 
City Hail 
Anaheim, California 92805 

Lawrence Q. Garcia, Esq.  
California Public Utilities Commflission 
5066 State Building 
San Francisco, California 94102 

George Spiegel, Esq.  
2000 VirinJlia Avenue, 14. 1.  
Washington, D. C. 20036 

SURNAME...................................  

AT ................................ .................................  
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