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From: Sierra Club [mailto:information@sierraclub.org] On Behalf Of Dave Lewis
Sent: Sunday, September 22, 2013 10:55 PM

To: RulemakingComments Resource

Subiject: Protect our communities from radioactive waste!

Sep 22, 2013

Allison McFarlane

Dear McFarlane,

I've been aware of the nuclear waste problem for 50 years or more here in St. Louis. The Malincrodt Chemical
Company was a subcontractor on the Manhattan Project since 1942, and was located in Downtown St.

Louis, Missouri. They contracted with a company to remove the waste from that project, ad from there the saga
begins...

A Brief History of Waste Management at West Lake and Nuclear Waste in St. Louis

1939 - West Lake Landfill, owned by Rock Road Industries, opens as a limestone quarry and crushing
operation.

1942 - Mallinckrodt Chemical Works agrees to enrich uranium for the first atomic bomb under the Manhattan
Project (between July and December they produce a ton of pure uranium oxide per day)

1947 - The Manhattan Project condemns 21.7 acres north of Lambert Field Airport to serve as a disposal site
for waste from Mallinkrodt and other facilities.

1950 - Portions of the quarried areas in West Lake begin to be used as a landfill.
1957 - Mallinkrodt signs a contract with the Atomic Energy Commission; move uranium processing facilities

from downtown to St.
Louis to Weldon Springs.



Early 1960s - Mallinkrodt hauls some 5,000 truckloads of waste from downtown to abandoned limestone
quarry near their new plant.

1966 - Mallinkrodt closes down their uranium enrichment plants and hires Cotter to discard of the waste.
1973 - Cotter illegally dumps radiologically-contaminated soil at West Lake Landfill.
1976 - The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) closes West Lake Landfill.

1982 - Radiation Management Corporation conducts a radiological survey of West Lake that indicates elevated
levels of uranium and thorium.

1988 - U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission releases report of West Lake, determining that the site has two
contaminated areas with about
150,000 tons of contaminated nuclear waste.

1990 - West Lake Landfill added to EPA's national Superfund Site Priorities List (a list of sites around the US
requiring long-term clean-up efforts).

1993 - Army Corps of Engineers conducts several risk assessment studies and determines that if nothing is
done to cleanup various nuclear waste dumpsites, the public will be exposed to unacceptable levels of
radiation.

2006 - EPA's Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study work completed.

2008 - EPA's Record of Decision completed and released; states that waste is best left at the site and that they
will continue to closely monitor the area in case of groundwater contamination.

2010 - Opposition to EPA decision leads to commissioning of Supplemental Feasibility Study (which lays out
two additional options for remediation at West Lake)

2011- 1,400 page Supplemental Feasibility Study for West Lake is finalized and made pubilic.

January 2012 - EPA's National Remedy and Review Board has been reviewing the SFS report.

April 2012 - 16 people file class action suit against Mallinckrodt, Inc and other companies involved in
production and disposal of nuclear waste, alleging that the mishandling of nuclear waste caused untimely

illnesses.

Summer 2012 - EPA returns to West Lake site to conduct groundwater testing and take gamma scan
measurements.

October 2012 - Two more people file suit against Mallinckrodt, et al; one is a father whose 23-year old
daughter died in 2009 after being diagnosed with malignant pleual effusion and acute respiratory failure.

November 13, 2012 - Missouri Coalition for the Environment holds public meeting and calls on citizens to write
EPA, government officials and demand that West Lake be transferred to Army Corps of Engineers.

January 2013 - EPA says they will host a public meeting to discuss findings.
But it never seems to end, or even be still long enough to forget about it. Its a matter of coming up with two
perameters. One, to find a way to safely store the material until the danger subsides. AND..

Two, to stop producing the stuff until the PERMANENT repository is found.

Sincerely,



Dave Lewis
920 Lami St
Saint Louis, MO 63104-4215
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