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General Comment

When liberty was defined as a core tennet of our United States of American society and culture by our founders,
the founders did not understand the totality of interconnected environmental systems, most notably subterranean
flows of water. That being said, their genius in selecting liberty as a core principal is demonstrated when
analyzing mining, which creates negative externalities for the people living near them (and beyond).

Once example: Water flows. It carries pollutants, a swinging fist threatening to violate the personal liberties of
others.

As such, when the negative externalities of mining operations are carried to others without mutually agreeable
compensation, a violation of liberty has occurred.

Our founders felt their rights and personal liberties infringed upon by their governors, which promulgated a
bloody war for independence.

Given that we now understand the interconnectedness of our environmental systems, if we allow unfettered
exploitation of minerals without regard for the personal liberties of others, we risk another bloody confrontation.
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It is my great hope that we can avoid this type of war not through the suppression of those living near mining
ground zeros, but through recognition of the founding principles guaranteed by The United States Constitution.

Eventually, the destruction will effect everyone in our great nation, not just those within a critical boundary.
Let's embody the same genius and foresight of our founders and consider carefully before we destroy the
livelihood of our nation's citizens through unfettered, unmitigated mineral exploitation.
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