
 
 

        May 1, 2013 
 

Matthew W. Sunseri, President and  
  Chief Executive Officer 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation 
P.O. Box 411 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS PERFORMANCE OF WOLF 
CREEK NUCLEAR OPERATING CORPORATION 

 
Dear Mr. Sunseri: 
 
On April 18, 2013, members of the NRC staff met with representatives of Wolf Creek Nuclear 
Operating Corporation in New Strawn, KS to discuss the results of the yearly performance 
assessment of Wolf Creek Generating Station.  A copy of the NRC’s presentation is included as 
Enclosure 1. 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter and its 
enclosures will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC’s Public Document 
Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of the NRC’s Agencywide 
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC 
web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (The Public Electronic Reading Room).  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/RA/ 
 
Neil O’Keefe, Chief 
Project Branch B 
Division of Reactor Projects 

        
Docket No.:   50-482 
License No.:  NPF-42 
 
Enclosures:   
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Wolf Creek Genera ting  
S ta tion

2012 Annual 
As s es s ment Meeting

Nuclear Regula tory Commis s ion  - Region IV
Burlington, KS
April 18, 2013

 

2

Agenda

• In troduc tions
• Overview of Ins pec tion  Proces s
• Dis cus s ion  of P lant Performance  

Res ults
• WCNOC Comments
• Clos ing  Remarks
• Public  Comments  and  Ques tions

 

NRC Staff

• Kris s  Kennedy, Direc tor, Divis ion  of 
Reac tor Pro jec ts , NRC Region  IV

• Charles  Peabody, Senior Res ident 
Ins pec tor a t Wolf Creek
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NRC Performance  Goals

• Safe ty:  Ens ure  adequa te  pro tec tion  of 
public  hea lth  and  s a fe ty and  the  
environment.

• Security:  Ens ure  adequa te  pro tec tion  
in  the  s ecure  us e  and  management of 
rad ioac tive  materia ls .
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Reactor Overs igh t Proces s

Safety
Cornerstones

Baseline Inspection 
Results

Significance 
Threshold

Action Matrix

Significance 
Threshold

Performance Indicator
Results

Regulatory Response

Strategic
Performance Areas

Safety
Cornerstones

Baseline Inspection 
Results

Significance 
Threshold

Action Matrix

Significance 
Threshold

Performance Indicator
Results

Regulatory Response

Strategic
Performance Areas
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Significance  Thres hold

Performance  Indica tors
Green: Only Bas e line  Ins pec tion
White : Inc reas es  NRC overs ight
Ye llow: Increas es  NRC overs ight
Red: Inc reas es  NRC overs ight

Ins pec tion  Findings
Green: Very low s a fe ty is s ue
White : Low to  modera te  s a fe ty is s ue
Yellow: Subs tan tia l s a fe ty is s ue
Red: High  s a fe ty is s ue
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Action  Matrix Concept

Increas ing  Safe ty S ignificance

Increas ing  NRC Ins pec tion  Efforts

Inc reas ing  NRC/Licens ee  Management Involvement

Inc reas ing  Regula tory Ac tions

Licensee
Response

Regulatory
Response

Degraded
Cornerstone

Multiple/Rep.
Degraded
Cornerstone

Unacceptable
Performance
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Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion  
Ins pec tion  Activities

J anuary 1 - December 31, 2012
• Bas e line  Ins pec tion  – ~ 7500 hours  

– Res ident ins pec tors  on  s ite  da ily 
– Regiona l ins pec tors  from Arlington, TX
– Maintenance
– Opera tions
– Engineering
– Radia tion  Protec tion
– Security
– Emergency Preparednes s
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Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion  
Ins pec tion  Activities

J anuary 1 - December 31, 2012

• Bas e line  Ins pec tions
• Augmented  Ins pec tion
• Follow-up Augmented  Ins pec tion
• Problem Identifica tion  and  Res olu tion  

Team Ins pec tion
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Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion
Annual As s es s ment Summary

J anuary 1 - December 31, 2012
• Overa ll conc lus ion: Wolf Creek 

Nuclear Opera ting  Corpora tion  
opera ted  Wolf Creek Genera ting  
S ta tion  in  a  manner tha t pres erved  
public  hea lth  and  s a fe ty
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Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion  
As s es s ment Res u lts

J anuary 1 - December 31, 2012
• Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion  ente red  the  

Degraded Corners tone  Action  Matrix 
(Column 3) 
– Yellow finding  for ma in tenance  tha t a ffec ted  

s a fe ty-re la ted  equipment not implemented  in  
accordance  with  procedures

– White  pe rformance  ind ica tor due  to  emergency 
d ies e l genera tor fa ilures
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Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion
Annual As s es s ment Summary

J anuary 1 - December 31, 2012
• Current S ta tus :

– The  Yellow finding was  promptly 
correc ted  before  the  p lant res ta rted

– Extens ive  correc tive  ac tions  to  improve  
d ies e l re liability in  the  recent outage
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Future  Ins pec tions
• A Supplementa l NRC Ins pec tion  comple ted  

in  March for ac tions  to  addres s  the  White  
Performance  Indica tor 

• NRC plans  a  la rger Supplementa l Team 
Ins pec tion  to  review the  ac tions  to  addres s  
the  Yellow finding

• Follow-up ins pec tion  of progres s  on  
s ubs tantive  c ros s -cutting  is s ues  will be  
performed concurrent with  the  
Supplementa l Team Ins pec tion

Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion  
Annual As s es s ment Summary
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J anuary 1 - December 31, 2012
• Current s ubs tantive  c ros s -cutting  

is s ues
– Thoroughnes s  of problem eva lua tion
– Appropria tenes s  and  timelines s  of correc tive  ac tions  
– Cons erva tive  dec is ion-making
– Comple tenes s  and  accuracy of des ign  information , 

procedures  and  work ins truc tions

Wolf Creek Genera ting  S ta tion  
Annual As s es s ment Summary
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Licens ee  Res pons e  and  Remarks

Matthew Suns eri

Pres ident and  Chief Executive  Officer
Wolf Creek Nuclear Opera ting  

Corpora tion
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NRC Clos ing  Remarks

Kris s  Kennedy

Direc tor 
Divis ion  of Reac tor Pro jec ts

NRC Region  IV

 

17

Open to  the  Public

• The  NRC places  a  h igh  priority on  keeping 
the  public  and s takeholders  informed of its  
ac tivities . 

• At www.nrc .gov, you can:
– Find  public  mee ting  da tes  and  trans c rip ts ;
– Read NRC tes timony, s peeches , p res s  re leas es , 

and  policy dec is ions ; and  
– Acces s  the  agency’s  Elec tronic  Reading  Room 

to  find  NRC publica tions  and  documents .
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Contac ting  the  NRC

• Report an  emergency
– (301) 816-5100 (ca ll co llec t)

• Report a  s a fe ty concern     
– (800) 695-7403  
– Allega tion@nrc .gov

• Genera l information  or ques tions
– www.nrc .gov
– Selec t “What We Do” for Public  Affa irs
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Actions  in  Res pons e  to  the  J apan  
Nuclear Acciden t

• Actions  in  res pons e  to  J apan  Nuc lea r Acc ident 
Webs ite : h ttp ://www.nrc .gov/japan/japan-info .h tml

• Mailbox for comments  on  s ta ff ac tions : 
J LD_Public .Res ource@nrc .gov

• Office  of Public  Affa irs  Poin t of Contac t: 
OPA.res ource@nrc .gov or 301-415-8200
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NRC Socia l Media  Channels

• Blog: h ttp ://public -b log .nrc -ga teway.gov/
• Flickr: h ttp ://www.flickr.com/photos /nrcgov/
• Twitte r: h ttps ://twitte r.com/#!/nrcgov
• YouTube : h ttp ://www.youtube .com/us e r/NRCgov
• RSS: http ://www.nrc .gov/public -

involve /lis ts e rve r.h tml#rs s
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Reference  Sources

• Reac tor Overs ight Proces s
– http ://www.nrc .gov/NRR/OVERSIGHT/ASSESS/in

dex.h tml

• Public  Elec tronic  Reading Room
– http ://www.nrc .gov/reading-rm.html

• Public  Document Room
– 1-800-397-4209 (Toll Free )
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Ques tions  o r Comments ?
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