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Eongress of the Hnited States
Washington, BC 20315

February 7, 2013

The Honorable Allison M. Macfarlane
Chairman

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 016-G4

Washington DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Macfarlane:

Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations require that a cost-benefit analysis be
performed and meet specified standards prior to imposing new requirements - a process that is designed to
ensure that the regulation of our civilian reactor fleet is grounded in successful and realistic performance.
We want to make sure that a recent proposal to require installation of external containment filters on
boiling water reactors meets those standards.

It’s our understanding that Commission staff has concluded that such a mandate is not necessary
to meet the “adequate protection” standard and is not justified on a cost-benefit basis. In addition, the
Commission’s independent Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS), after reviewing an
analysis prepared by the staff and others on this issue, concluded that a more flexible, performance-based
approach would work better to reduce the potential for radioactive material rcleases than a “one size fits
all” requirement.

The NRC’s Principles of Good Regulation states, *... regulatory activities should be consistent
with the degree of risk reduction they achieve. Where several effective alternatives are available, the
option which minimizes the use of resources should be adopted.” Based on that guidance and consistent
with the ACRS conclusions, it appears that plant-specific strategies, based on risk assessments, scientific
data. and a site’s unique characteristics, might be more effective at preventing land contamination in a
severe accident. Absent a finding that mandatory filter installation is necessary to ensure adequate
protection of the public, we believe the Commission should work with the industry to achieve the
regulatory goal in the safest, most effective, and least costly manner.

Thank you again for your service. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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