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@uongress of the HUnited States
Washington, A 20515

January 14, 2013

Ms. Rebecca L. Schmidt
Director

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Congressional Affairs
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

Enclosed, please find a copy of correspondence from my constituent Robert Jacobson.

This individual has expressed some concerns about encouraging the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to implement the recommendations of the Fukushima Lessons Learned Task Force.
[ would appreciate it if you would carefully review their comments and provide a response to
these concerns.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
- John P. Sarbanes -

Member of Congress

JPS/hm
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HTML

From: "webforms @wwwd.house.gov" <webforms @ wwwd.house.gov>
Date: 12/12/2012 4:25:58 PM

To: "Congressman John Sarbanes" <md03ima@ mail.house.gov>

Ce:

Subject: IMA MAIL ON Energy

Dear Representative,

The NRC Commissioners soon will vote on whether or not to require filters and rupture discs on
vents used to relieve pressure from containments in a severe accident in reactors designed and
manufactured by General Electric.

These Mark I and Mark II reactors demonstrated their vulnerability to such accidents at
Fukushima in March 2011. These reactors suffer from serious and fundamental design
deficiencies, provide only a small amount of the nation's electricity, and should be permanently
closed.

But nearly two years after Fukushima, the NRC has done nothing to enhance the safety of these
reactors. In a severe accident the amount of radioactivity released offsite from an unfiltered vent
would be very large and damaging. It makes no sense not to add a filter to protect our families and
property from contamination. Filtered systems are available, tested and in use today--for example
in Sweden, Germany, France, Switzerland and will be installed in Japan. We shouldn't have to
learn the hard way, as did Japan, the danger of not requiring filters and rupture discs before the
accident.

As part of the Fukushima Lessons Learned Task Force, the NRC Staff recommended such
filtering. It only made sense when considering that during normal operations and design-basis
accidents gaseous releases are filtered but they are not filtered during severe accidents when the
releases offsite would be the greatest. But the nuclear industry has been lobbying against this
common-sense measure.

I respectfully request that you contact the NRC Commissioners in support of their implementing
this NRC staff recommendation, or, better yet, in support of closing these reactors permanently.

Thank you.

‘ Close l

https://Imiq004.us.house.gov/IQ1/view_eml_2.aspx 7rid=5519365&0id=406368&did=&fro... 1/14/2013
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