UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

February 25, 2013

MEMORANDUM TO: David J. Wrona, Chief
Projects Branch 2
Division of License Renewal
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Tam Tran, Project Manager 7
Projects Branch 2 / //yM/ r
Division of License Renewal /
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

=

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETINGS CONDUCTED TO DISCUSS
THE DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT RELATED TO THE REVIEW OF THE SOUTH
TEXAS PROJECT, UNITS 1 AND 2, LICENSE RENEWAL
APPLICATION (TAC NOS. ME5122, ME5123, ME4938, AND
ME4939)

On January 15, 2013, members of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held
public meetings in Bay City, Texas, concerning the staff’'s environmental review of the
application submitted by STP Nuclear Operating Company (STPNOC) for renewal of the South
Texas Project (STP), Units 1 and 2, operating licenses. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide the public with an opportunity to comment on the draft supplemental environmental
impact statement (DSEIS) which was issued in December 2012. The public meetings were held
at the Bay City Civic Center, 201 Seventh Street, Bay City, TX 77414. Presentations were
made by the Division of License Renewal staff, with participation from Region IV staff.

The DSEIS is a plant-specific supplement for STP license renewal to the Generic Environmental
Impact Statement for License Renewal of Nuclear Plants (NUREG-1437). The NRC staff
described the overall license renewal process, provided a description of the National
Environmental Policy Act review process, and discussed the environmental requirements
outlined in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 51 (10 CFR Part 51). The NRC staff
also described the preliminary results of its analyses. The environmental impacts of continued
‘operation were predicted to be small to moderate significance in all areas. The impacts of
alternatives (including the no-action alternative) were predicted to have impacts in at least some
environmental aspects that could reach moderate or large significance.

After the presentations were given by the NRC staff, members-of the public were invited to
provide comments. Approximately 30 people attended the two sessions. Attendees included
members of the public, representatives of the NRC, _STPNOC',_ and the news media.

CONTACT: Tam Tran
301-415-3617
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In an effort to improve communication and increase interaction with members of the public, the
NRC staff conducted open houses for one hour before each meeting and encouraged the public
to submit meeting feedback forms. The staff provided brochures and met with members of the
public to answer questions about the proposed renewal of the STP operating licenses.

A combined listing of attendees for both sessions is provided in Enclosure 1. Enclosure 2is a
copy of the meeting agenda. Enclosures 3 and 4 contain the official corrected transcripts for the

afternoon and evening meetings, respectively. Enclosure 5 contains a copy of the slides used
during the NRC'’s presentation.

Docket Nos. 50-498 and 50-489

Enclosures:
As stated

cc w/encls: See next page
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AGENDA FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS TO DISCUSS THE
DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE
LICENSE RENEWAL OF SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT
Tuesday, January 15, 2013
Two Meeting Sessions - 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
[.  Welcome and Purpose of Meeting 10 minutes (Susan Salter)
. Overview of License Renewal Process 10 minutes (Tam Tran)
[ll. Results of the Environmental Review 30 minutes (Tam Tran)
IV. How Comments can be Submitted 5 minutes (Tam Tran).

V. Public Comments 2 hours

V1. Closing/Availability of Transcripts, etc. 5 minutes (Susan Salter/Dave Wrona)

ENCLOSURE 2



Welcome to the NRC’s Open House
Associated with the Environmental Review for the Proposed
License Renewal of South Texas Project, Units 1 and 2

This open house is intended to provide an opportunity for interested members of the
public and staff from other Federal, State, and local agencies to interact with the NRC staff in an
informal information exchange.

The NRC is gathering information necessary to prepare an Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement (SEIS) to the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) for License
Renewal of Nuclear Plants, regarding the proposed renewal of the operating licenses for South
Texas Project, Units 1 and 2. Please note that if you wish to provide formal comments
regarding the draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) to the GEIS, they
must be presented at today’s transcribed public meeting, or provided in writing or by electronic

mean at www.regulations.qov, docket ID: nrc-2010-0375, by February 22, 2013. Comments

received after this date will be considered if it is practicable to do so, but the NRC staff is able to
assure consideration only for comments received on or before this date. Written comments on
the DSEIS should be sent to:

Chief, Rules, Announcements, and Directives Branch (RADB)

Division of Administrative Services

Office of Administration

Mailstop TWB-05-BO1M, Faxes: 301-492-3446.

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Comments may be hand-delivered to the NRC at 11545 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland,
between 7:45 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. on Federal workdays. Submittal of electronic comments may

be registered at www.reqgulations.qgov, docket ID: nrc-2010-0375.

Thank you for your participation.


http:www.regulations.gov
http:www.regulations.gov
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PROCEEDINGS

MS. SALTER: Welcome to the NRC's public

meeting. My name is Susan Salter, and I'm going to be

yvour facilitator for the meeting tbis afternoon. Bob

Hagar is going to be helping me facilitate, and our role

as facilitators is really just to help the meeting run

smoothly, kéep us on time, make sure that everyone who's

'>c0me out to make a comment has an opportunity to do so.

2\ éouple of hpusekeepihg items; We are
having the meeting‘transcribed. Leslie Berridge is our
recorder, and to helb Leslie get an accurate recording;
we ask you to help us with a coﬁple‘of things.

One is to keep background noise or sidebar

- conversations to a minimum. In addition, if you have
“electronic devices, please put them on silent mode. If

you»need to take a call, we certainly understand that and

just ask that you step outside of the meeting room to do
that.

Restrooms: If you go out this door to the
left, the first left ié the women's room; sﬁraight is ﬁhe
exit; and right next to the exit is the men's_room; You
can also go to the right and there are some othér'
restrooms.and exits out there, bgt I think the cloéest
one is to your left as you exit out of this rdoﬁ.

So let me get started by just restating the

NEALR.GROSS
' COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
. 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW.
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purpose of tonight's meeting, which is to present the
findings and collect public comment on the Draf£
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed'rénewal

of the South Texas Project nuclear power plant's

 operating licenses for an additional 20 years.

Now, during this meeting you may héar

~individuals refer to the Environmental Impact Statement

as the EIS or the DEIS, for Draf£ Environmental Impact
Statement, and I know NRC staff tries to kéep those

abbreviations to a minimum, but those ones I'm sure will

probably creep up.

The agenda for the meeting this afternoon,

- as well as the meeting tonight, which will begin at 7:00,

“iistokwveeapresentatimqbyNRCstaff,andfollowingthat

we'll have a very brief, maybe ten-minute, Q&A session.

And the reason for that is during the public

_comment period, which will follow the Q&A, the NRC staff

is really in a listening mode so they don't engage in a

‘dialog with the public; they really just listen to the

public's comments. That's why they're here.

But to provide any clarifications onAwhat

© you may hear during the presentation or to answer any

queStionscn1theNRCprocess,theywanttx>givethepublic

about 10 or 15 minutes or so to ask those questions and

 to get those clarifications.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
o 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com
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So I'1l go over the process that we'll use
for the public comment period when we get to that point,
but just as a reminder, as I said, if you want to make

a comment, you do need to fill out a yellow card. Those

are helpful for Leslie to make sure we have accurate

~spelling of your names,

So please, 1f you change your mind during
thezneeting, if you haven't signed up yet, you can always
sign up during the meeting. Bobvhas cards as well. ‘You
caﬁ raise your hand or get his attention and get a card
from him, f£ill if out, give it back to him.

So with that, I think I've covered all the

hOusékeeping items. I think I'm going to turn it ovér

to Tam Tran.

Tam is the project manager in the Division

of License Renewal in the NRC's office of Nuclear Reactor

Regulation, and he is going to provide the "NRC
presentation for this afterncon.:

MR. TRAN: Thank you, Susan. Thank you all

for taking the time to come to this meeting. My name is

Tam Tran; I'm the project manager for the environmental
review of the South Texas Project license renewal.

I hope the information we provide with this

.presentation will help you to . understand the procéss~

we're going through, what we have done so far, and the

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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- role that you can play in helping us and make sure that

the Final Environméntal Impact Statement is accurate.

With that, I would like to acknowledge a few

NRC staff here today. First of all, I would like to
' acknOwlédge our South Texas Project resident inspector,

'Binesh Tharakan. Next I would like to acknowledge our

branch chief for the Environmental Project Branch for
License Renewal, Dave Wrona.

Next Emily Larson's our social scientist .

who contributes significant review to our draft
'suppleméntal Environmental Impact Statement. Also we
_have today Lara [Uselding], who is from Region 4,

representing our regional office.

Next I would like to start off by briefly

- going over the agenda for today's presentatibn.' I will

explain the NRC license renewal process for nuclear power |

plants, with emphasis on the environmental review
fprodess,fwhen we are-going to present the preliminary

- finding of our environmental review, which assesses the

impacts associated with extending the operating license
of the South Texas Project for an additional 20 years.
Then we'll give you some information about

the schedule for the balance of our review and how you

‘can submit comments in the future, and then finally

~really the most important part of today's meeting is

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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where wé receive any comment that you may have fof thié'
review.

Before I get into the discussion of‘license_
renewal process, I would like to take a minute to talk
about the NRC in terms of what we do and what our mission
is.

The Atomic Energy Act authorizes the NRC to

~ regulate the civilian use of nuclear materials in the

UhitedStates,includingtheuseofrumﬂearn@terialsfor

pOwér production.

In exercising that authority, the NRC's

mission is threefold: To ensure adequate protection of

public health and safety, to promote the common defense
and security, and to protect the environment.

The NRC accomplishes its mission through a’

combination of regulatory programs and processes, such

a reviewing license applications, conducting

inspections, issue enforcement actions, -assessing

~ licensee performance, and evaluating operating

experience from nuclear plants across the country and

internationally.

The Atomic Energy Act is the legislatidn-

' that authorizes the NRC to issue licenses. The Atomic

- Energy Act provides for a 40-year license term for powér

reactors. This 40-year terms is based primarily on

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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economic considerations and antitrust factors, not on
safety limitations of the plant.
NRC conducts license reviews for plants

whose owners wish to operate them beyond their initial

~license period.

This slide gives an overview of the South

‘Texas Project license renewal process. The review

process involves two parallel paths: the safety review

"and environmental review. For the purpose of today‘é

meeting, we will discuss the environmental review.
The staff environmental review consists of

the Generic Environmental Impact Statement and the

}'Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. | The
' Generic EIS examines the possible environmental impacts

_that could occur as a result of renewing licenses of

nuclear power plants under 10 CFR Part 54.
The Generic EIS, to the extent possible,
established the boundé and significance: of these

potential impacts. The analyses in the Generic EIS

encompaSSes all operating light-water power reactors.

vThesé analyses attempt to establish a generic finding~.

covering as many plants as possible.

For some environmental issues the Generic

EIS found that the generic evaluation was not_sufficient

and that a plant-specific analysis was required.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
: _ 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. v
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com -
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To supplement the Generic EIS, the staff

conducted site-specific reviews of the South Texas

" Project. The site-specific findings for South Texas

"Project are contained 1in the Draft Supplemental

Environmental Impact Statement. This document contains:

"analyses of all appropriate site-specific issues as well

as a review of issues covered by the Generic EIS. This

is to determine whether the conclusions in the Generic

EIS are valid for South Texas Project.

In this process NRC staff also reviewed the
environmental impacts of potential power generation

alternatives to license renewal to determine whether or

‘not the impacts expected from the license renewal are

un;éasonable.
Together  the = Generic . EIS ~and  the

Supplemental EIS form the staff's analysis of the impact

of the license renewal for South Texas Project.

This slide shows the approach that the staff

used for environmental analysis. The NRC eValuatesvg'
_impacts of all plants across the entire country to
determine if there were impacts that were common to all

operating plants.

NRC locked at 92 separate impaét'areésiand
found 69 issues. The impacts were the same for plants

with similar features. NRC called these Category 1

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW.

. (202)'234-4433‘ : WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 ‘ wwiw.nealrgross.com .
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‘issues and made the same, or generic, determinations

about the /impacts in the Generic Environmental Impact
Statement for license renewal.

- NRC was not able to make generip conclusions
about the remaining 23 issues. Twenty—one éf:these
issues, which the NRC called Category 2 issués, the NRC

decided to prepare site-specific supplements to the

iGeneric:EIS that address these 21 issues.

For_example, electromagnetic field acute

" effects are electrié shock associated with _the

eleqtriéal'lines at South Texas Project, is a Category
2 issue.

In addition, two issues are referfed tb és
not categorized, and therefore a site-specific analysis
is also needed.

The Supplemental Environmentai' Impact

Statement for South Texas Projebt license renewal is

"being discussed today. The NRC did not rule out the

possibility that the generic conclusions in the Generic
EIS may not apply to any specific plant in all cases.
If new and significant information is found

that would change the generic conclusions in the Generic

EIS, then the staff would perform a site¥specific

. analysis on that issue.

This slide shows important milestones for

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202_) 234-4433 . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com
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the environmental review process. The highlighted

. dates indicate opportunities for public involvement in

the environmental review.
As each plant comes in for license renewal,

we publish a plant-specific supplement to the Generic

' .EIS._ The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact’

Statement for South Texas Project was published on

December 5, 2012, and also known as Supplement 48 of the

Generic EIS. And we are currently accepting public

‘comments on this document until February-22, 2013.

Today's meeting is being transcribed, and
comment provided here will be considered the same way as

written comment submitted to NRC. Onée the comment

"period closes, we will develop the final Supplementél

 EIS} which we expect to publish in 2013, approximately -

seven months from the draft.

Now I'm going to discuss in more detail

~about the preliminary result of the review. For each

environmental issue identified, an impact level is

assigned.

. For a small impact, the effeét is not

: detectable Qr_tod small to destabilize or thicéably '

alter any important attribute of the environmental

resource being reviewed.
For a moderate impact, the effect 1is

NEALR.GROSS =
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW. - _ o
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com
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sufficient to alter noticeably but not destabilize
important attributes of the resource.

And finally, for'impact.to be considered

- large, the effect must be clearly. noticeable and-
sufficient to destabilize important attributes of the

- resource.

For example, the operation of South. Texas

. Project may cause the loss of adult and juvenile_fish at

the intake structure. If the loss of fish is so small
that i1t does not appear to have hoticeably altered

population of those species found in the lower Colorado

' 'River, the impact will be small.

If losses cause some population to increase

or decrease and then stabilize at.a different level, the

" impact would be moderate.

If losses at the intake structure cause the

fish population to decline to the point where it cannot

"be stabilized and continue to decline, then the impact

would be large.

For South Texas Project, the impact to the

_fishéry are small.

In conducting the review, an environmental

- review team from NRC and Pacific Northwest Laboratory
'fanalyzed[the]variousimpactstxntheenvironment.' This

review involves a wide range of expertise illustrated on

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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this slidé. The team examined environmental Jjustice,
ecology, land use, regulator? compliance, climate
cﬁahge, et cetera, for the supplement. |

This slide lists the site-specific issues

o that the NRC staff reviewed for the continuing operation

‘Qf'South Texas Project during the proposed license

renewal period. Each issue is assigned a level of

environmental impact of small, moderate, or large by the

- environmental reviewers.

In addition, there are two uncategorized

- issues. - Those are environmental Jjustice - and

‘electromagnetic = field . chronic effect. For

considers the Generic EIS finding of uncertain impacts

is still appropriate. No further review was performed

on the chronic effects from exposure to electromagnetic

_ fields, because currently there's no scientific

consensus on this issue.
The staff’'s preliminary conclusion is that
thevsite—specific impacts related to license renewal for

South Texas Project are small, except for the impact of

'”electromagnetic field acute effects, or current-induced

electric shocks that are small to moderate.v

For license renewal, South Texas‘Project‘

' reported that their transmission lines from South Texas

NEAL R. GROSS ‘
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW. ) .
{202) 234-4433 " WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 - www.nealrgross.com
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. Project to the electric grid, which exceed the national
" electrical safety code, South Texas Project Nuclear

 Operating Company also listed potential mitigation

options to reduce or avoid impacts.
These options are reexamining the induced
current calculations for some transmission lines;

raising the transmission towers at potentially affected

. 'road-transmission line intersections; modifying the

double—circuitlinestoreducethecurrént—inducedshoék

': potential, or placing caution signs wunder the

" transmission lines.

The staff review concludes that impact of
electromagnetic field acute effects would be small to
moderate.

The staff also reviewed cumulative impact

JasSdciated with the continued operation.of South Texas

Project. For cumulative impacts) the NRC staff looked.

at the effects on the environment from past, present, and

 -reaéonably foreseeable future human actions.

The_impacts'include both from the South
Texas Project operations and from other activities near

South Texas Project,. such as the develbpment'of the

- proposed White Stallion Energy Center, the Texas Prairie

‘Wetland Projéct, climate change, et cetera.

" Past actions are those related to the

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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environmental resources at the time of the power plant

licensing-and construction. Present actions are those
related to the resources at the time of current.

operations of the power plant. And future actions are

d considered to be those that are reasonably'foreseeable'.

through the end of the plant's operations, including the
period of extended operations.

In other words, the cumulative impact

analysis considers potential impacts through the end of

the CUrrent license term as welldas the 20-year renewal
license term.

While the level of impacts due to the direct

~and indirect effect associated with the continued

| operation of South Texas Project are mostly small, the

staff preliminarily concluded that cumulative impacts

are small to moderate.

For the term beyond the 20-year period of

extended operations, the NRC addresses the management of

spent nuclear fuel in the waste confidence decision and

rule.

Previous license renewal Supplemental EIS’

" noted that the environmental impacts of temporary

Storage'of nuclear fuel for the period following the

Q'reacto: operating license term were addressed by this

" rule.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
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The Draft Supplemental EIS does not discuss

the potential environmental impacts of the storing spent

‘nuclear fuel for an extended period aftér the plant
ceaseS'operations. That address will be addressed in

the NRC Waste Confidence Environmental Impact Statement

and Rule. That document is expected to be issued by

:September 2014.

In August of 2012 the Commission decided
that the agency will not issue final licensing decisions

for reactors, including license renewal until the waste

V confidence rule is completed. If at that time
- site-specific issues related to the spent fuel storage
,‘at South Texas Project remain unresolved, they will be

~_addressed separately.

‘The National Environmental Policy Act
mAndates' that each Environmental Impact Statement

consider alternatives to any proposed major federal

actions. A major step in determining whether a license.’
" renewal 1s reasonable or not is comparingvthe likely
impacts of continued operation of nuclear pdwér plants

“with the 1likely impacts of alternatiﬁes of power

geheratioﬁ.
In the draft supplements, the NRC staff
initially considered 18 different alternatives to

iicénse renewal at the South Texas Project. After this ‘
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initial consideration, the staff then chose the five most
likely alternatives and analyzed these in depth.

Finally the NRC staff considered what would

 -happen if no action is taken and South Texas Project shut
~down at the end of its current license without a specific

.replacement alternative. This alternative would not

provide power generation capacity, nor would it meet the
needs currently met by South Texas Project.

The NRC preliminary conclusion is that

. there is no clear environmentally preferred alternative

to license renewal. All alternatives capable of meeting

the needs currently served by South Texas .Project entail
impacts greater than or equal to the proposed action of
license renewal.

This slide identifies me as your primary.

'point of contact withAthé NRC for the preparation of the

Environmental Impact Statement, and it also identifies

where documents related to our review may be found in the

.. local area.

The South Texas Project Draft Supplemental

Environmental Impact Statement is available at the Bay

- City Library. All documents related to the reviews are

also available on the NRC website listed on thié_slide.

This slide provides the status of the éafety

review. In December 2012 the applicant requested:the_
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safety review be suspended until January 1, 2014. As a

~ "part of the license renewal process, the Advisory

Committee for Reactor Safeguards will provide
independent review for this review.
The members of the Advisory Committee for .

Reactor Safeguards consists of nuclear expérts from the

. industry and academics.

NRC staff will address written comments in

f'the same'Way we address spoken comments received today.

féu can éubmit written comments either online or via
coﬁventional'mail, meaning Postal Service.

To submit writteh comments énline; visit
the website.regulatiéﬁs.gov and search fofndoéket D
nrc—20lO—0375. If’yéu have written commenﬁs‘today).you.
may give them to any.NRC staff meﬁber today!

‘This concludes my presentation, and I'm

© turning the meeting over to Susan.

MS. SALTER: Thank you, Tam.

So as I said, before we go into the public

comment period, let me just'take a few minutes for any

questions or clarifications you may need -- questions

you have or clarifications you need on what Tam has
presented this afternoon.

So we're just going to have folks raise

“‘their hand.  If they haveeaquestion, we'll bring yod the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
o : 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW. _
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



http:www.nealrgross.com
http:regulations.gov

10

11
12

13

14|

o)

16
17
18

19

20
21
22
24

25

19
mic. Do we have any?
{(No response.)
szl SALTER: Okay; So what we'fé.going to -

do is we're going to move right into the comment period.

.And; again, during this period NRC staff are in a

listéning mode .
And‘we don’ﬁ have very many speakers this

afiérnoon, but if you change your mind or if you décide

during the course of the comments that you.nOW‘would like

to make a comment; you can always fill out a yellow card

" ahd give it to myself or to- Bob.

I'm going to call up our first‘speakér} is

Owen Bludau. - And then we have Carolyn Thames and Terry

Férrér,:in that ofder.

" Please introduce yourself with yoﬁr name
and any ‘affiliation you have when vyou're at the
micfophone.'

MR. BLUDAU: Okay. "I anx.Owen‘ Bludau,
executive director of the Matagorda County EcgnOmiCi
Development Corporation.

The results that were presented are exactly

' as I anticipated they could be, that there were small to
'?umiﬁimal impacts of any kind. I think the proof of the
-pudding is that STP has been here for well over 20 years

now, and we have an environment that we appreciate and
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admire.

We went through a lot of internal furor two

yéars ago.over a coal plant, and the people who opposed

that'kept'saying we have such a great environment here,

"Wé don't want to destroy it. That means STP has not done

anything adverse to it, and I don't think renewal of this

permit is going to do anything that's going to change -

that, so I firmly am in support of the findings of this

environmental impact study.

MS. SALTER: Thank you, Mr. Bludau.
Our next speaker is Carolyn Thames.

B MS. THAMES: Good afternoon and welcome to

:Béy'City. My name is Carolyn Thames. I'm a business_

consultant with Workforce Solutions, a local workforce

office here in Bay City, as well as a council member with

the City of Bay City.

I am heré today to strohgly supbort'the'

. license renewal for STP Units 1 and 2 for an additional
'_ZO-years. STP is the largest employer in Matagorda

_Cbunty, with approximately 1200 employees.

STP's license renewal will provide jobs for

-our children and build a strong, stable economic base for

our community.

In my two terms on council, I've_had the
opportunity to serve with several employees. These
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" people donate their time, their talents to make a

difference in our community.

We trust the employees of STP; they're

"experts at engineering, operations, maintenance, and the
_environment. They are our neighbors, they are our

friends.

Thank you for being here. 'Tﬁank_yoﬁ.for
consideration of the license renewal.

MS. SALTER:  Thank you, Ms. Thames.~

.And our ﬁext speaker ié.Terry Farrar.

MR. FARRAR: Thank you, Susan.

I am Terry Farrar. I own a business in

-tOwn,-Farrar Financial Group. I serve on the-Bay City

ISD school board, and I am also the chairman—elect for-
the Bay City Chamber of Commerce.

I've been here for 28 years; The entire

'.ﬁime I;vé'béen here, STP has been, without a doubt, the

liféblood of this community. I do not know anybody whb
donates as much money to civic purposes, fund raisers.

They're very good about being a part of this community

~with the Chamber.

Buddy Eller is the cugreht chai?maﬁ éf_the_
Chamber of Commerce. He works aﬁ STP. Tim.PQwéll,'the
Vice president at.STP, is the president of the school"
5ééﬁd ﬁefe,' Bart Brown is the department director of my
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Sunday School class there where I'm a Sunday School

teacher. Tim is a Sunday School teacher at First Baptist

Church.

The pecple at STP are not only -- do not only
just give the money that they give to make this commuhity

viable, but they give their time. The leadership that

' gQé experience because of the training that these people

'f"haVQ'r§CeiVed~at STP has made a difference in this

cémmunity. This éommunity is what it is predominantly
because of STP and their influence in this éommunity.

And I stfongly support that we relicense
tﬁgnland'ask them to coﬁtipue to part?cipate aﬁd do what
they've done in this community for the‘last 25, 30 years.
Thanks. |

- MS. SALTER: Thank you, Mr. Farrar.

Those are all of tﬁe individuals who signed

up.to speak.

I have your card, but it said the evening;

‘it didn't say -- but you are more than welcome to do both.

Would you like to do both?

Karen Hadden.
MS. HADDEN: Good afternoon. 1I'm Karen

Hadden, and I am the director'ofaastatewide<organization

called-SEED'Coalition, Sustainable Energy and Economic

vDevelopmént Coalition.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
. 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE. N.W. ‘
(202) 234-4433 . - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 __— w\vvw.nealrgross.com



http:www.nealrgross.com

10
11

12

"13:  'atrahsitibn,toplanfbrworke:training,toplaﬁton@ve

14
15
16

17

18|

19

20|

21

22

23
24

25

23

I'm going to speak 1in opposition to

reiiCensing Units 1 and 2. In fact, the optioﬁ that I -

think should bé pursued is not actually on the list of
options.

‘I understand the importance of a major

o ihdustryjjlthiscommunity. I understand the importance
of jobs, and our organization does as well, and we support
that. We want every community in Texas to be

':économically viable and thriving.

" But what I think should be happening,

instead of relicensing two nuclear reactors that are set

to retiré in 2027 and 2028, this is the time to ?lan for

" toward cleaner, safer energy for the future.

And with 14 and 15 years to work with, that

is a<jbable goal. 1It's also very doable in today's world

" to replace the energy with renewables combined wiﬁh

enerqgy effici.ency', and that can be backed up with natu_r'al

gas. This 1is affordable; this 1is real. Other

:communities are looking at these options. It can be

done; it is being done.

For an example, right now wind turbines are

booming across Texas. We've already had a point in time

‘where wind was producing'25 percent and more of the poWer

that was up on the ERCOT grid. Nuclear reactbrs_at the
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time were around 11 percent.

We can do this; we are doing this. Granted,

'._the'wind'comes in and'out. That's why you combine with

eﬁergy storage,.that's why you do backup} And ERCOT 1is

becoming very expert in making these things level out.

What could thié do  for the community?

Therecouldstillbejobs,andlotsofthem,andhopéfully'
even more. This could be growth for the community. So

I think the thing to do is to plan.

Nuclear reactors were used in this country

Whére renewables were viable. That day is here; that
time is now.

I'm personally using this in my own home.

I have sclar panels on the roof that do more than I ever

thought they would. There are days when I can run the

whole house and charge an electric car, which does mdst_'

of my daily driving. That's possible, that's doable.

':WeYre:doing-it.._It's hére_today.

There are many ways to move forward. The

" risks of continuing with nuclear power are great, and

that's because of the inherent nature of nuclear power.

‘There are accidents; there are fires.' We've just been

through that.
There's an increasing amount of ﬁracking,
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-wénd fracking,has been linked to earthquakes, and who

knowé Qhat will be happeﬁing over time. I think the
environmental impact research needé to look further at
that questiqn.

In the case.of Fukushima, reactor number 1
had been sét to retire one montﬁ before the accident

there, which, you know, involved their diesel

-~ génerators, to large extent, as well as tsunami and

 earthquake.;

So if that plant had been shut down as it
- should have been -- they were given 10 more years, not

. 20, like we're looking at in this case -- then that would

be one less reactor that had a meltdown. And the whole"

" world is feeling the impacts of that disaster in many

different ways, including radiation that travels around

the globe and impacts fisheries, it impacts perdcts and

workers' lives and people who live in Japan, &s well as S

"_in the US it's been measured. This radiation does reach

the US.

I'm concerned about at the plant -- and I

P think there needs to be further look at tritium}'_There

are tritium problems at the site. There's monitoring
wells that show that.

When you combine that with the fact that'the_

'_bottom.bf the main cooling reservoir hasaséme'ieakage
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going on -- this 1s documented; this was in the
.application for South Texas Project 3 and 4 -- okay,

where is the research? Where is that tritiuﬁ1going? Is

it goi'ng out the bottom of the cooling reservoir and going '
into the Gulf of Mexico?

Is it going into fish? 1Is it going into the

'_ f¢odchain?' isitjﬂpactinganimalsthatfeedupbnthese

‘species? Could it be a factor impacting whooping

crahes, which are endangered?

| Nobody has looked at this, aﬁd if neéds to
Eé looked atfv This iSApaft of thé environmental imbéct
assessment. You've already got the factor that the huge

amount  of water being used to cool these reactors means

less fresh water can reach the Gulf of Mekico; less blue

A:‘crébs. That impacts birds.

But in addition to that, we need to be

. looking at, at this point in time, whether the radiation
'is:géttingvinto theée'species; not just the numbers of .

fish. There needs to be additional analysis.'

There have been problems with this reactor

over the years, and they seem to be increasing.. While

' ~we read about great safety reports and great numbers of
”dé§s without shutting down, well, that's goéd, and great

worker safety; that's what the reports say.

But when  you look across the
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country -- there's an expert by the name of David
Lochbaum; he has worked for the NRC; he's also Worked for

the Union of Concerned Scientists, and he did a report

called The Nuclear Tightrope.

And he looked at plants where they had

yeér—lbng'outages. What he found was a typical pattern,
.~ that in a reactor that had a serious accident, serious

'prdblem, there would be glowing reports, right up until

the accident happened. Nothing Was-Wrong, everything

was perfect, and then all of a sudden, catastrophic

- problem that had been missed all along that just wasn't

showing up. And then we had this ﬁajor probiém.
| ' So this has happened over and dvef, and I
thiﬁk it's time for this report and for the NRC in general
to look.déeply into whét's going on.
_Now; in 2003 there was .leakage of
radioactive material optside'the reactﬁr, at the base:of

it. That'sruﬁ:whereradioabtiven@terial'ssupposedto

be, ever.

And I remember when these reactors got .

. built. We were told there was a backup system and then

another backup system and then another. In fabt, there

‘,were]l2 —— there used to be 12 backup'systemsp and
-radioactivity would never escape, andIYet it did. It

“has, within this operating lifetime.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., NW.

. (202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 " www.nealrgross.com



http:www.nealrgross.com

10
L
12
13

"::1_4
15

16

18|

19|

20
C 21
22
23

24

3»25'

28

We still have quite a ways to go before the

retirement dates of these reactors, and we've got these

' proﬁiems.

‘'Recently there have been problems with the

. control rods getting stuck, not being able to'fuhction
properly. We had an outage just last week that involved

that, control rods dropping when they're not supposed to.

That is unsafe. That means that we don't

have full control of this reactor. I'm concerned. I
"pefsonally livé'ianustin, Texas, and Austin is an owner

Q:Of‘this reactor. I'm happy that we get some power from °

it, but I'm very concerned about this safety aspect, for

ﬂ'tﬁe people who live here, for people downwind and around

.~ 'the state.

Metal fatigue increases as reactors .age.
The most dangerous years are the early startup years and

the final years of a reactor. So to consider giving a

'fnuclearAreactor 20 more years of time to‘operate 14 and

15 years ‘ahead of time, to me this is like telling

somebody you're going to sell them a used car, but you're

Qoing to sell it to them today, and they're going to

receive it 14 and 15 years later. That doesn't make

sense.

This decision is being looked at and this -

‘meeting is being held way, way too early. This is wrong o
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timing, and it needs to hold, it needs to wait.

Short of declaring that it's time to look

at transitiOD away, I would urge you to do no action for

" now and to delay until we know more. -With the current

problems with the reactor, with the current fire, that
needs to be fully investigated.

And it's good that it appears that no

*radioaétivity got released, but what if this fireiwas'

» bigger? What 1f it was elsewhere? What if

circumstances had. somehow been different?
It concerns me that reactors are operating

in a commﬁhity that; after all of thesé years, still has

'Jnd‘paid professional fire department. I'm sure the

volunteers are‘very goodv people and probably trained, but

'if:you've got nuclear reactor in your backyard, that
means that there should be a paid professional fire

'départment that can bée called on.

‘Furthermore, I think everyone should be

asking the questioﬁ, if this was a very large fire,
_exténsive, how long would it take to get backup fi:e

. departments here; for example, from Houston? -- because

I have a feeling that it's longer than‘just the drive to

~get here.

These are serious safety concerns.

There are questions about the impacts of
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jwhen'thé reactor is down. It becomes expensive. With

the 16 percent anefship_of Austin Energy, the months

that they were down, roughly from November till almost

April of 2012 -- November 2011 to almost April, that cost

~Austin 42 million, and so I think it's increasingly

expensive as we have these outages. These reactors have

been part of the year-long outages in years past.

Preliminary findings of small to moderate

,in‘termsfofrcumulative impacts, that should‘be none.

There's a serious problem here. If this community was

‘hosting wind energy or solar, I don't think you would be

having these same impacts.

. Moderate is not acceptable. 'Andjj;matters
to whom? Who is it moderate for? To whom is it low?
The workers on site? I'm concerned about the fact that

as contract employees get laid off, as some of the

- existing workers are impacted in the world of job cuts,
" that safety is taking a backseat to economics and trying

to shave costs.

That means workers on the site have to work

longer'hours, have to work more, and potentially are

exposed to more radiocactivity. That is of great
concern, and these things need to be addressed in the .

.'Ehvironmental Impact Statement.

And so for a worker, that impact ‘might not
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be moderate; that impact might be huge. It depends on
who we're talking about.

IthinkI'llwrap14>myremarhsatthispoiﬁt
in time, aﬁd I thank you for this opportﬁnity.

MS. SALTER: Thank you, Ms. Hadden..

So that was all of the foiks thét signed up
to make-a éomment. I'll give one last chance.

(No responsé.)

'MS. SALTER: All right. Well, thank you

-again for coming out this afternoon. We will be having
‘another meeting this evening at 7:00. YQu"réxﬂélcomé to.
_ﬁoin us agéin for.that. It will be the same meeting as
this was but with probably different foiks. making

comments.

I also want to let you know that we had
feedback forms at the front table when you'came in, and

the NRC is always looking to improve their public meeting

=fofmatandprocess,sopleasetakeSometimetofﬁllthose 

out on your“way;out. You can leave them here or drop them

in the mail to the NRC.

So with that, I'd like to turn the meeting

~over to Dave Wrona, Branch Chief in the Division of

License Renewal in the NRC's Office,df‘Nuclear_ReaCtor
Regulation, for some closing remarks.
- MR.. WRONA:: Thank you, Susan.
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Tam, would you mind,goihg'backAtd the slide

" that shows the various ways that folks can comment on our

<.Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

First of all, I want to thank you all for

" coming out tonight -- this afternoon and taking some time

out of'your schedule to actually contribute to the

process to help us make our Final Environmental Impact

‘.Statement:the best that it can be.

I want to let everybody know it doesn't

‘matter whether you commented today, you comment in the

evening, you write us a letter, you go on the internet.

iAllvthe comments are treated the same. -

The NRC will consider all these comments,
go through them as we develop our final impact —-- Final
Environmental impact Statement.

If you get your cémments in by February 22,

we can guarantee that they will be considered; 'WéAwillA
~include them all in the final report, and responses to

_all-thosé'comments.

Again, I just want to thank everybody‘for,

the time and coming out and helping us with. our .

~environmental review process.

Thénk you.,

MS. SALTER: - Be back at seven o'clock; opeh;>

 house‘at 6:00 1if you'd like to join us again this evening.
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(Whereupon, at 2:47 p.m., the hearing was
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PROCEEDINGS

(7:02 p.m.)

MR. HAGAR: Well, good evening to

j everybody, and thanks for coming to this meeting. My

‘name is Bob Hagar. and with Susan Salter we're goihg«

ﬁo facilifate this meeting. and the wholeApurpose of
our being he;e is to help the meeting run smoothly. and
wefre going make sure fhat everyone that wants to say
ssmethiné hés an'bpportuﬁity to sayvsoﬁething{:

Before we get started, I want to remind

everybody that this meeting is being transcribed.

We've got a court reporter over here, and we want

everything.that'S»said in the meeting to be on the
transcript. so please be sure when you have -- if you

have something to say. to speak into a microphonevand

speak vefy clearly.

And. the first time you speak?,bejsure<and{.

say your name and what organization you're with so we

- can ‘get that in the transcript properly.

I remind everybody the‘restrooms are just'

‘Qﬁtside this hall -- this door. down the hall. The

.ladies' restroom is first hallway to the left, and the

men's restroom is down at the end of the hall to the

fight,v And exits are fight here {indicatiﬁg) and then .

out in the hall to the left and to the right .
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 In addition, everybody, if you would please

. turn off your electrical devices; at leaét turn them

on silent mode so that the meeting is not disrupted,

ahd[if you get a call during the meeting., if you would

please step out in the hall sovyou don't disturb‘aanody

"else in the meeting.

Now, the purpose of tonight's meeting is

‘to present the findings and collect public comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the

~:proposed,renewal of the South Texas Project nuclear
2 power plant's operating licenses for an additional 20

years.

During this meeting vyou may hear

"‘ihdividualsvrefer to the‘Environmental‘Impact Statement

as the EIS or the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
as'the DEIS. Please don't get confused by that.

| Now, the agenda for the meeting will

L include -— we're going to first have a presentation by |

the NRC staff, where they'll presént the results of the

environmental review, and when that's done, we'll have

‘van”opportunity for questions and answers abéut the

- presentation.

So if vyou have questions about ~ the

- presentation as we're going through, I want you to hold

those until we're done., and then we'll have question-:
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~and answers. And -then after that we'll have an

opportunity for anyone who wants to make a comment to

~comment on the record.

But if you want to say something, if you

- want to have your comments on the record, please first

fill out a~yellow comment card. Susan has some over

there on the table: I have some .in my pocket. And if

you want to say something and haven't filled out a card,

' please raise your- hand and we'll bring you one.

Ckay. I think that's all I want to say

‘about the ground rules, so I'll turn the meeting over
. now to Tam”Tran,‘who's a project manager in the Division

‘ ofLicenséRehewaljj]theNRC‘soffice(DfNuclearReactor

Regulation, and he will do the presentation.
MR. TRAN: Thank vyou.

- Thank you all for taking the time to come

.,ato.this meeting. My name is Tam Tran: I'm the project'

manager for the environmental review for the South Texas

- Project license renewal.

I hope the information today will provide-

you with understanding of how we've done the review,

‘what we —-- and the preliminary result of the review,

and hopefully the commént that we collect foday.will

. help‘us to make the Final Environmental Impact Statement

' accurate.
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'If I can have slide number 8, this slide

ushdw'impOrtant_

This slide shows important milestones for
the environmental review process. The highlighted

dates indicate opportunities for public involvement in

_ the environmental review.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement

for South Texas Projett was published on December 5,

2012, and also known as Supplement 48 of the Generic
:EnvifOnmental Impact Statemént,'and we -are currently

 dccepting public comments on _this document until

February 22, 2013.

Today's meeting is being transcribed, and -

therefore the comment that we're téking back today will

help us in developing the  Final Environmental Impact

| Statement'starting from the end of the comment period,

and we at this point anticipate that we will-publish

' the Final Environmental Impact‘Statement approximately

- seven months from the draft document.

Slide number 9. please.

As described on this slide, the NRC defines

impact levels in three categories: small, moderate,

or large.

For examplé, the operation of_South Texas

'.}Prdjebt may cause the loss of adult and juvénilé fish

NEAL R. GROSS
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at the intake structure. If the loss of fish is so small

that it does not appear to have noticeably altered
population of the speciés found in the lower Colorado

- River, the.impact will be small.

If losses cause some population to increase
or decrease, then stabilize at a different level, then
the impact would be moderate.

. If losses at the intaké_structufe_cause the

fish population to decline to the point where it cannot

be stabilized and continually declinés, then the impact .

would be large.

For South Texas Project, the impact to

fishery are small.

Slide number 10, please.

In conducting the review. the environmental

_review team from NRC and Pacific Northwest National
- Laboratory analyzes various impacts to the environment.
- The team examined environmental justice, écology, land

 use. regulatory compliance, climate change, et cetera,

for the supplement.
Slide number 11, please.

This slide lists the site—specific issues

.i.that the staff reviewed for the continuing operation
' of South Texas Project during the proposed license

-renewal period. Each issue is assigned a level of .
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environmental impact of small. moderate, or large by
the environmental review team.

In addition, there are two uncategorized

issues. They are environmental  justice and
 electromagnetic field chronic effects. For
" electromagnetic field ‘chronic effect, the staff

considers the Generic EIS findings of uncertain impacts

‘ig.,still‘ apprdpfiate. _This is because'—f‘ simply

because there's no scientific consensus on these issues.
The staff's preliminary conclusion is that

the site-specific impacts related to license renewal

for South Texas Project are small, except for the impact
' df'electromagnetic field acute effects that are small

" to moderate.

Slide number 13, please.

The staff also reviewed cumulative impacts

associated with the continued operation of South Texas
Project. For cumulative impacts. the NRC staff looked

"at effects on the environment from past. present. and

reasonably foresesable future of human actions.
The impacts include both from the South

Texas Project operations and from other activities near

_the South Texas Project site; for example, I think that
"we‘looked‘at the White Station Energy Center, . the Texas

Prairie Wetland Project, climate change. et cgtera.l~
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Past actions are those related to the

environmental resources at the time of the power plant

" licensing and construction. Present actions are those
- related to rescurces at the time of current operations

" of ‘the power plant. And future actions are considered

¢o bé'those that are reasonably foreseeabLe_through the

' end-of the plant's operation, including the period of

extended operations.

In other words, the cumulative impact

_analysis considers potential impacts through the end

“of the current license term as well as the 20-year

renewal license term.
While the level of impacts due to the direct

and indirect éffect associated with the continued

_Opéfation of South Texas_Pfoject are mostly small, the

stéff's preiiminéry cpnclusion ié-that the cumuiafive
impacts are small to moderate.

Slide number 15.1

A majof step in determining. Qhethér a

license renewal is reasonable or not is comparing the

'likély impacts of continued operation of nuclear_power_
.zplants with the likely impacts of alternatives of power

- .generation.

In the draft supplement, the NRC staff

" initially considered 18 ‘different alternatives to
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‘~;li¢ense renewal of the South Texas Project. After this

initial consideration, the staff then chose the five
most likely alternatives and analyzed these in depth.

Finally the NRC staff considered what would

* happen if no action is taken and South Texas Project

 Shut down at the end Of its current license withbuf'a

specific replacement alternative. I want to note that

. his alternative would not provide power generation

,Vcapacity; nor would it meet the need cufrently met by

South Texas Project.
The NRC preliﬁinéry conclusion is that

there is no clear environmentally preferred alternative

_to license renewal, All alternatives capable of

| meeting the needs currently served 'by South Texas

Project entail impacts greater than or equal to the
proposed action of license renewal.
Slide 16, please.

This slide identifies me as YOur primary

poiﬁt of contact with the NRC for the comments, and it
also identifies. where documents related to our review

‘  maya6e found.

The Draft Supplemeﬁtal EIS is avaiiable at
the Bay City Library. Also it's available on the NRC»
ergifé listed on this slide. |

Slide 18
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You can submit written comments either

online. or via conventional mail. To submit written

comments online, visit the website regulations.gov and

search for docket ID nrc-2010-0375. If you have written
- comments today, you may give them to any NRC staff member

foday.

This conc¢ludes my presentation, and I'm

.tUrﬁing the meeting over to the facilitator.

MR. HAGAR: All right. Thank you, Tam.

Does anyone have any questions for Tam?

.Is:thére-anything he coveféd that you'd like to over -

again? If so, just raise your hand and I'11 bring a
mic to you.
(No response. )

MR. HAGAR: All right. I don't see any

hands, so we'll move directly into the comment period.
- Two people signed up to make comments on the record, -

.énd so Susan Dancer and Eugene Davis, in' that order.

" Susan, if you'll go ahead and come up. you
have an opportunity now fo make whatever comments you
want .

'MS. DANCER: Thank you. My name is Susan

- Dancer; common spelling on both words.

I want to thank the_NRC_staff for traveling . .

_all_this way and giving us an opportunity to participate

‘NEAL R. GROSS
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in fhis'process.

I'maMatagorda County native and a business

_pefson here locally and a state-licensed wildlife
rehabilitator. I live on a 65-acre raﬁch in Blessing,

~about éight miles from STP, and I run an animal sanctuary

there as:well.

I really appreciate the opportunity to come

-and be heard'during this scoping process. I believe

 'thatgacCountability, transparenby,-and the right to

challenge industry are 'very important and that to
guestion 1s every citizen's duty.

I have several areas of this EIS that I would

“like tO fundamentally disagree with and reSpectfﬁlly

ask you to reconsider.

I continually see and hear that STP is -

-~ lauded as beneficial to local wildlife and habitat, and

" that angle is accepted and incorporated into thé EIS.

This 1s not what I see as a local citizen and one of

only three licensed wildlife rehabilitators here in our

f_County;

I see a large corporatioﬁ doing a great job

0of showing vyou and the public the good and

_'beneficial—to—them part of the picture.

In reality. the contract granted by STP to

‘deal with wildlife issues goes to the lowest bidder,
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:currently GCA. GCA, as well as previous environmental
'COntractors, requires its employees to destroy bird.

i*hesfs, eggs, and infant birds that nest on the site as

part of standard housekeeping.

These employees receive no training 1in

: jappliQable laws such as the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,

. no training on species identification, and don't even

know what kind of avian life they're destrovying.

One year ago this week STP initiated a

: nuisance-bird eradiéation program, whereby seed was set
“out for several dayslin a row to establish féeding
stations on site., and then the seed was replaced with

~ poison.

 This project was aimed primarily at several

=ivprotected species of grackles that congregate in large

~numbers to overwinter on the Texas Gulf Coast. - The

poisons that are used are neurotoxic, and the animals

;:Ehat ingest'them‘die a horrible'death, Oftenvbeating :

themselves to death on the ground .

Predator species such as hawks, eagles, and

- owls are'drawn‘to the activity and, by ingesting the
{ﬂtafnted birds, they ingestkthekpﬁisons as well. These .

are biocumulative in the food chain.

I got calls about several raptors on and
around the STP site that week that were acting

" NEAL R. GROSS
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5bnormélly[A One red-tail hawk was bfought to my

facility but could not be saved.

I emailed STP authorities before this

:‘poisoning_took place and asked them to consider other .

" options. They did not reply to my email,. which is

attached; I'll leave my comments here.
There are much more humane ways to keep the

site‘free of unwanted birds, short of killihg.thém[

Vthéugh maybe none so 1inexpensive. These kinds of
iaétivities must be considered in the scoping process,
. and " we must ~acknowledge that fact, that profit:

. supersedes environmental concerns.

STP also regulafly deals with mammals on
site with lethal solutions, and wheﬁ problem animals

are relocated}vemployees lack the training to recogniZe

~ disease which may be infectious, and they are not trained
. on the laws that pertain éspecially to our fur-bearing

_species.

‘Our. wildlife rehabilitation group has
OffedeAtfaining to STP personnel at no éxpense th wefe>Am
toia —; and I quoté - ”Wé aré hotAready to.take itzto
that level .

 Additionally, STP regularly kills entire -

" bee colonies that swarm on site. ' Honeybee' numbers are

" in serious decline, and most of our food crops depend

NEAL R. GROSS
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- on their pollination. .

Another aspect of the EIS I think is

understated and not given serious weight: the serious

~water shortage facing our region. To assign a small

impact valuation to a shortage of life-giving necessity

f.is.irrespénsible. - In what will'uhdoubtedly_be.a'new A

drought of record, this is premature and presumptuous.

Profit and safety are not at the same end

of the business spectrum; they are polar opposites.
Q;It éOStS honéy and cuts into profit to be safe. As time

goes- on and more and more equipment ages and fails,

safety and concern for community must be sacrificed if

shareholders are to be kept satisfied.

STPNOC'S only objective is to make ‘money

3 for their owners. The appearance and grand gestures
‘towafd community and safety are an important part of
ﬂchat‘process, but the actual implementation of the same

'f»is;gouhtefproductive»tO the process of‘making-mbhey,

For example., STP has long been a top

‘producer in the nuclear industry in both profit and
: output; however, when forced outages in Unit. 2 caused
:{theVprofitability to,fail. the heW'ﬁEnagémep;Asent'
 >hearly 300 people; 25 peréent of STP's workforce, home
‘;wi?hdut pay days before Thanksgiving, andvthey were -

f hnpaid through the end of the year.
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‘Where wag the professed concern for family
and employees and community then? Taking a backseat

to profit, as they always will, and even more so as the

plant ages and reasonable maintenance is negleoted in

" the interest of cost savings.

Today's corporate world demands lean,

‘;efficient operation. A process of trial and error
:u7aétaolisheé how lean a company can be and still prOfit"
' The workforce is ever more and morevoompfiéed of

contract workers with lower wages and no benefits.

One might argue that's just business. and I°

'oompletely agree. However, framed b? the'roéson that
“we are here, to discuss.STP's}environméotal impacte
~including the socioeconomic indicators. on our .
‘,oommunity, we must consider all the factors fully and

realistically in the final EIS.

Thank you very much,

MR. HAGAR: Thank vyou., Susan.

Eugene Davis, if you have anything to say. .
please step up. |
| MR; DAVIS: I'm Eugene Davis. i'ﬁ thé 

executive director of the Matagorda County Women’s

- Crisis Center, known as The Crisis Center. And I'd like

‘ftovépeak)Aquite briefly, on four points.

One is that what I have observed‘and seen
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and heard is that STP has an excellent safety record.

It seeks to be transparent. it seeks to let people know

when things are going on and seeks to be préactive{ from

‘my point of view.

I believe, from my point of view, that STP

 has_the Safety of everyone at stake and is one of the

best-run plants as far as safety and energy in the US.
And with that, I think that's the second

point, is the efficiency, that we do have an excellent

' ruﬁ piant. As my predecessor made tﬁe cbmmenf just'a'
 _moment ago about..what .happened with the contract
.workers, we are in a unique situation where STP is,
'_ b§cause Qf'the price Qf natural gas. losing money, and
f;fas ;h any household, if‘yqu spend more than Y§u;make,

-you go under, so there's that need to conserve resources.

Also, I cannot comment about what my

 predecessor has said about the environment on plént

site. However, I know that with safety being what it

- 1s and the need for safety. they are taking that as the

most important course.

I look at-the overall impact. county—-and-'

: aréa;widé. Every year Matagorda County is rated number
one in migratory bird population in different species.
" That tells me, with STP having been here for 30 years,

. that environmentally they have had a minimal, :at best,
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impact upon this area. cherwiSe we would not see that
kind of wildlife still in the region across this area.

And then. too. finally, is the fact that

' STPfis, in my view, an excellent corporate citizen,
always willing to step in, always willing to make the

difference, always willing to help. and has‘iﬁstilléd

that in all its employees, that their employees are also

- involved in the community. And they are a vital part
of fhis_éommunity that ‘we really appreciate and want

to see them stay.

Again, I believe in our current energy

 SifdatiQn:acroSs the state of Texas and eléectrical

- géneration, Texas as a whole needs STP.

Thank you vefy much .

MR.»HAGAR{ All right. Thank you, Mr.
Davis; | | -

And then there was one‘other speaker thaf

didn't sign up but indicated she might want to make a

i;fewftomments, Karen, do you want td say . something

" tonight?

MS. HADDEN: Briefly.
MR. HAGAR: Okay . Please introduce
yourself when you getvup here.

' MS. HADDEN: Good evening. I'm Karen

Hadden, and I am the director of the SEED Coalition,
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Sustainable Enefgy and Economic Development Coalition,
and I will add to the comments that I made at the earlier
x,éeSéion.today, léfgely in response to‘somevof the other

comments that have been made here tonight.

And I wish I could say that I shared the

'opinion of transparency for South'TexaslPrdject.» I find

it to be of concern that information is not 'more'

forthcoming.

And in terms of safety, I'm Qery concerned

" about the‘cutting of employees. I think that's a wéy
to iﬁcrease safety risks. And even though there's been
fluckbso far, I have great concerns, as do many others

~who are not here tonight —- and'I'll go ahead and say

that I'm'speaking for many other people as wéllv—— that

while we have so far no major accident at the site, thére

“needs to be research in the amount of radiation.

radionuclides migrating off the site.

~ aéﬁd also we -need to prepare, because

;*historically at some of the sites that were touted as
_ being the safest. the most productive. the ones that

were running beautifully, that is exactly where the

manr problems_have‘occufred in US nuclear history. -

And I think we should be looking carefully.

 _I think we should be more forthcoming with information,

'digging‘ into recent events such as the fire. that
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occurred: digging deeper on many issues and looking more

closely.
Thank you.
MR. HAGAR: All right. Is there anyone

else that wants to make any comments tdhight,0n<the'

record?

{No responsé.)

" MR. HAGAR: Then let me kind of wrap this

: uﬁvby reminding everybody that the NRC wants" to continue
HtoAimprove the way we present public meetings, and so
 there are some feedback forms on the corner of the table,

'éndkif you have a mind to. grab a feedback form on the

way out and suggest to us on how wé‘can}imprqve these
meetings.

And for a final few words, I want to turn

~5:thié:m9etingzover to Dave Wrona, who's Branch Chief in
,fheADivision of License Renewal in headquartefs' Office

of Nuclear Reactor Regulation.

Dave.
- MR. WRONA: Thank you. Bob.

- Just to wrap things up. I want to thank

Ve§erybody. ‘The turnout tonight, we have a lot of .
. duplicate attendance in the crowd, so we did abbréviate

: Our'présentation, hitting the high points.

1 just want to let everybody know that the

NEALR.GROSS
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NRC staff will be hanging around after the meeting”for

a little bit, especially as we clean up. So if anybody
~has any specifics on our analysis and ‘our Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, they can stop and see

"any one of us, and we can go'into a little bit more detail.

And in general. too. 1f vyou have any

.:Tquestions‘on the NRC and what we do and how weviunbtion,
. y@ﬁ know; we'll be here to be able to answer those

'~ questions.

I do thank you for taking the time'out of
your buéy schedules to come and providevus with comments

that we'll use when we develop our Final Environmental

Impact Statement, as Tam mentioned, to be -- it's

a.‘ekpécted to be published around the July 2013 time frame.

And just as a reminder, as Tam has up -on

‘the*sbreenf this isn't the only forum to pfovide the

‘public comments to us that you have. Regulations.gov -

will allow you tb’go'online and providevthem to us, or

you can mail them in to the address that's shown on the

screen, ‘and that information 1s available in the

handout.  So if you hayen't‘fake a set of the handouts,

}:1those are still available over at the table.

Thank you very much.

MR. HAGAR: With that, this meeting is

'jadjournéd; ‘Thank you for being here.

- NEAL R. GROSS
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(Whefeupon, at 7:28 p.m., the hearing was
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In an effort to improve communication and increase interaction with members of the public, the
NRC staff conducted open houses for one hour before each meeting and encouraged the public
to submit meeting feedback forms. The staff provided brochures and met with members of the
public to answer questions about the proposed renewal of the STP operating licenses.

A combined listing of attendees for both sessions is provided in Enclosure 1. Enclosure 2 is a
copy of the meeting agenda. Enclosures 3 and 4 contain the official corrected transcripts for the
afternoon and evening meetings, respectively. Enclosure 5 contains a copy of the slides used
during the NRC's presentation.
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