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January 14, 2013

Allison M. Macfarlane

Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Macfarlane:

I ain writing this letter to you.in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy with concerns about the
Oyster Creek Nuclear Plant and for a request for updated information en the integrity of the
facility. In the wake of the disaster at Fukushima and in acknowledgement of the fact that
Oyster Creek is an aging nuclear facility that shares the same Mark ! technology, we must be
particularly vigilant in ensuring that the plant is safe. I am aware that the NRC conducted a
special inspection of Oyster Creek a couple of weeks after the storm and recently released a
report on its findings. That report, dated January 10, 2013, indicates several areas that need
improvement, including heightened awareness of emergency declaration thresholds, clearer
documentation in control room- 1ec01ds and ensuring reliable back- -up power for the plant’s
emergency operations facnllty This report raised some important issues, even if there were no
cited violations. The report identifies water levels surged to 7.4 feet at the plant’s water intake
structure on the morning of October 30, 20.1_2 and portends risks in-future storms.

Several troubling issues have been brought to my attention in the storm’s aftermath. They
include the following:

1) Because of pOWGl outages during the storm, 36 out of 43 warning sirens were
inoperable® so that an alert system in the surrounding community might have failed if
it had been needed. It is my undexstandmg that ]eglslanon was 1equned at Indian
Point to provide this back-up power for sirens. ¥ In my view, at a minimum, nuclear
power plants that are in areas that are subject to power outages should all be provided
this protection. Please provide comments on this issue,

! http://adamswebsearch2.nrc.gov/webSearch2/doccontent jsp?doc={1223AFA5-EA42-4230-9058-FOD36964B9C2.
OYSTER CREEK GENERATING STATION - NRC SPECIAL INSPECTION REPORT 5000219/20120089. Page 5. 1/10/13

2 http://www.nre.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2012/12-045.i.pdf NRC News. NRC Begins Special
inspection at Oyster Creek...During Hurricane Sandy. 11/13/12

* http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/2012/20121030en.html

* http://www . harkin senate.gov/press/release.cfm?i=302365. 8/22/08




2) Also because of the power outages, [ have concerns abouit the capacity of the
generators at the plant. Can you please comment on the capacity of them to operate
when power outages are long-lasting and can you help identify if the cooling pumps
were close to failure and if they did fail, if there are other sources of cooling water for
the generators?

3) Residents have voiced concerns about electrical corrosion that might have been
caused by the storm. Can you verify if seawater reached any critical electrical
infrastructure at the plant and whether there was cotrosion?

4) Residents have also raised concerns about the dry cask storage area. Was the dry
cask storage of radioactive waste area compromised and could it be vulnerable to a
future storm?

5) Inlight of the dramatic changes to flood risks as evidenced by FEMA’s new flood
maps and the dainage from Sandy, I ask that a revised flood management plan be
considered and an overall assessment made on how close we came to a disaster and
‘whether projections indicate the site would be able to withstand damage from future
hurricanes,

6) Finally, I ask that the NRC request the release of Exelon data on the analysis of the
cracks, precursors to cracks and pinhole leaks that were observed in the reactor nozzle
and cooling system. > We all need to know whether the system has been weakened or
compromised and that everything is being done to assure safety for New Jerseyans.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. 1 look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

ROBERT MENENDEZ
United States Senator

® http://www.redters.com/articie/2012/11/27/utilities-operations-exelon-oyster-idUSLLEBMRE8120121127.
Reuters. UPDATE 1-Exelon completes nozzle work at NJ Oyster Creek reactor. 11/12/12




