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In the Matter of 

Dominion Virginia Power 
(North Anna Power Station, Unit 3) 

Docket No. 52-017-COL; ASLBP No. 08-863-01-COL 
 

Dear Administrative Judges: 
 
Virginia Electric and Power Company, dba Dominion Virginia Power (“Dominion”), is 
writing this letter to provide an update to the Board and parties on the schedule for 
Dominion’s seismic assessment.  In addition, Dominion wishes to propose how the Board and 
parties should proceed in light of the Commission’s June 7, 2012 decision in CLI-12-14. 
 
In October 2011, Dominion submitted a consent motion to this Board to hold the Blue Ridge 
Environmental Defense League’s (“BREDL”) proposed contention relating to the August 23, 
2011 Mineral Virginia earthquake in abeyance until Dominion completes its assessment of 
whether any changes should be made to the Unit 3 COL application in light of that 
earthquake, and if so, what those changes are.  Consent Motion to Hold BREDL’s New 
Contention in Abeyance (Oct. 12, 2011).  The Consent Motion also provided for BREDL to 
have the opportunity to amend its proposed earthquake contention within 30 days after 
Dominion’s submittal of its assessment, based on any new information arising on or after the 
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August 23, 2011 earthquake.  Id.   Dominion stated that, because of the complexity of this 
analysis, its assessment would likely not be completed until the third quarter of 2012 and 
committed to keep the Board, BREDL and the NRC Staff informed of any change in this 
schedule.  Id.  The Board granted this motion.  Order (Granting Consent Motion to Hold 
BREDL’s New Contention in Abeyance) (Oct. 20, 2011). 
 
Several factors have affected the schedule for completion of Dominion’s seismic assessment.  
First, in January 2012, the NRC, DOE, and the Electric Power Research Institute released a 
new seismic source characterization (“SSC”) model for the Central and Eastern United States 
(“CEUS”), for use in probabilistic seismic hazard analysis (“PSHA”).  See NUREG-2115, 
Central and Eastern United States Seismic Source Characterization for Nuclear Facilities (Jan. 
2012).  Dominion has chosen to integrate use of this new model with its assessment of the 
Mineral Virginia earthquake.  Because one of the NRC’s recent Fukushima-related orders 
requires existing licensees to perform a seismic hazard evaluation using this new model,1 
there has been considerable competing demand for the services of seismic experts needed to 
assist with this work.  In addition, in response to requests for information from the NRC Staff 
relating to the design certification for the US-APWR, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. 
(“MHI”) has been making design and analytical changes to improve seismic stability and 
structural integrity of the standard plant.  These changes include some adjustment to the plant 
layout and foundations, as well as updates to the methodologies used to evaluate structural 
stability.  These changes to the standard plant and methodologies must be known before the 
full scope of any changes to the COL application resulting from site-specific seismic 
assessment can be determined. 
 
On March 31, 2012, MHI submitted its Final Closure Plan for US-APWR Seismic and 
Structural Analyses (ADAMS Accession No. ML12094A342).  Dominion has used MHI’s 
submittal to develop its own Seismic Closure Plan (“SCP”), which it submitted to the NRC on 
May 29, 2012 and is attached to this letter.  Under this SCP, a revision to FSAR Section 2.5.2 
(Vibratory Ground Motion) is expected to be submitted in January 2013.  This Section will 
provide a revised site-specific hard rock PSHA based on the new CEUS model with any 
adjustments determined to be necessary by recent seismic events such as the Mineral Virginia 
earthquake.  It will also provide the revised ground motion response spectra for the site, which 
will be developed based on the guidance of Regulatory Guide 1.208.  Revisions to FSAR 
Chapter 3 sections, pertaining to the site-specific structural analyses and development of in-
structure response spectra, are expected to be submitted in April and May, 2013. 
                                                 
 
1  NRC Letter to All Power Reactor Licensees and Holders of Construction Permits in Deferred Status, Request 

for Information Pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations 50.54(f) Regarding Recommendations 
2.1, 2.3 and 9.3, of the Near-Term Task Force Review of Insights from the Fukushima Dai-ichi Accident 
(Mar. 12, 2012). 
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In CLI-12-14, the Commission ruled that, since the contested proceeding terminated and the 
Board lost jurisdiction when the Board issued LBP-11-10 resolving all contentions then 
pending, BREDL must now move to reopen the record and include appropriate support to 
gain admission of its new earthquake contention.  However, the Commission referred 
BREDL’s new contention to the Board, directing the Board to exercise jurisdiction for the 
limited purpose of considering whether to reopen the record and admit BREDL’s seismic 
contention.  The Commission has left to the Board’s discretion whether to move forward on 
the reopening issues now, or, in the alternative, to hold those issues in abeyance pending 
Dominion’s ongoing review of the earthquake. 
 
In light of this ruling, Dominion suggests that BREDL’s proposed earthquake contention 
should continue to be held in abeyance until Dominion completes its SCP.  Dominion will 
notify the Board and parties when this occurs.  Dominion proposes that, within 30 days after 
Dominion notifies the Board and parties that it has completed the SCP, BREDL would be 
permitted to amend its proposed earthquake contention to address the FSAR revisions related 
to the August 23, 2011 earthquake, and to address at that same time such standards as are 
applicable to reopening a closed record.  Dominion would not object on timeliness grounds to 
any claims pertaining to the vibratory ground motion or structural response thereto that are 
based on information not available prior to the August 23, 2011 earthquake, but reserves the 
right to challenge the admissibility of an amended contention on any other grounds. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

/Signed electronically by David R. Lewis/ 
_________________________________   
David R. Lewis  
PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN LLP  
2300 N Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20037-1128  
Tel. (202) 663-8474 
 
Counsel for Dominion 
 

 
Enclosure:  Letter from E. Grecheck to U.S. NRC, Seismic Closure Plan (May 29, 2012) 

cc (w/ enclosure):  Service List
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In the Matter of    ) 
      ) Docket No. 52-017-COL 
Dominion Virginia Power   )  
      ) ASLBP No. 08-863-01-COL 
North Anna Power Station, Unit 3  ) 
  

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that the foregoing letter, dated June 19, 2012, was provided to the 

Electronic Information Exchange for service to those individuals on the service list in this 

proceeding, this 19th day of June, 2012.  

Ronald M. Spritzer, Esq., Chair 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: rms4@nrc.gov 
 

Dr. Richard F. Cole 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: rfc1@nrc.gov 
 

Dr. Alice C. Mignerey 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: acm3@nrc.gov 
 

Alan S. Rosenthal, Esq. 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel 
Mail Stop - T-3 F23 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: rsnthl@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Att’n:  Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff 
Mail Stop O-16 C1 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Email: secy@nrc.gov; hearingdocket@nrc.gov 
 

Office of Commission Appellate 
Adjudication 
Mail Stop O-16 C1 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail: ocaamail@nrc.gov 
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Louis A. Zeller 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League 
P.O. Box 88 
Glendale Springs, NC 28629 
E-mail: BREDL@skybest.com 
 

Robert M. Weisman, Esq. 
Anthony C. Wilson, Esq. 
Marcia Carpentier, Esq. 
Office of the General Counsel 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
E-mail:  Robert.Weisman@nrc.gov; 
Anthony.Wilson@nrc.gov; 
Marcia.Carpentier@nrc.gov 
 

John D. Runkle, Esq. 
Attorney at Law 
Post Office Box 3793 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515 
jrunkle@pricecreek.com 
 

North Carolina Utilities Commission 
Louis S. Watson, Jr. 
Senior Staff Attorney 
4325 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-4325 
E-mail: swatson@ncuc.net 

 
 
       /Signed electronically by David R. Lewis/ 
              
       David R. Lewis 
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