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June 4, 2012

The Honorable Gregory Jaczko
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

I am writing to request an explanation of how the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) will address a recent Government Accountability Office
(GAO) recommendation regarding risk analyses for nuclear plants.

An April 2012 report by GAO recommended that NRC analyze whether all
operating reactors should be required to use Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA)
techniques to evaluate natural hazards like earthquakes and flooding. This report
notes that NRC requires new reactor designs to utilize PRA techniques, but does
not require the U.S. fleet of 104 operating reactors to do so, even when conducting
design basis and plant relicensing reviews.

I am pleased that NRC had worked with industry to use PRA voluntarily.
But it concerns me that NRC would require this more advanced methodology on
the newest generation of reactors, but not require it for reactors built many decades
ago - without the benefit of our current knowledge. I ask NRC to take concrete
steps - through a regulatory proceeding or other formal analysis - to respond to the
GAO's recommendation that the NRC determine whether requiring PRA analyses
at all nuclear plants will better protect public health and safety.

The tragic events at Fukushima exemplify the need for NRC to challenge
previous safety assumptions and use state-of-the-art methods to evaluate new
information about natural hazards at existing nuclear plants. In order to better
understand how NRC will address GAO's recommendation, I would appreciate it
if you could answer the following questions.



" What is NRC doing to determine whether all nuclear plants should be required
to use PRA to evaluate natural hazards like earthquakes and floods? Will the
NRC initiate a rulemaking or take other concrete steps to make this
determination?

* Given that NRC requires new reactor applicants to use PRA techniques, why
should operating reactors continue to rely on traditional safety assessments?

" Will NRC use PRA techniques to analyze information that is gathered in
response to Fukushima? If so, how will PRA be used? If not, why not?

" Will NRC use PRA techniques to inform its license renewal process? If so,
how will PRA be used? If not, why not?

" In H.R. 2055, Congress directed that "The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
shall require reactor licensees to re-evaluate the seismic, tsunami, flooding, and
other external hazards at their sites against current applicable Commission
requirements and guidance for such licenses as expeditiously as possible....
Based upon the evaluations conducted pursuant to this section and other
information it deems relevant, the Commission shall require licensees to update
the design basis for each reactor, if necessary." Will NRC require licensees to
use PRA when conducting these design basis reviews? If not, why not?

" What challenges would NRC need to overcome in order to effectively
implement a new PRA requirement for operating reactors?

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from
you regarding this important request. If you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me in my Washington office.

Sincerely,

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator

DF/mbn/ba


