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April 26,2012

The Honorable Gregory Jaczko
Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Jéczko:

[ am writing to request your assessment of the current conditions at the
Fukushima Daiichi site. The buildings damaged in the March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami are still performing critical safety functions, and I am concerned these
buildings may not have the structural integrity to withstand future natural disasters.
While | appreciate that Japanese regulators and industry are making herculean efforts
to address safety risks, I believe it would be helpful for the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) to validate that the most prudent actions are being taken.

The Fukushima reactor spent fuel pools are located about 60 feet above
ground. Further building damage due to ongoing seismic activity could potentially
breach the spent fuel pools, prevent the adequate cooling of the spent fuel, and create
a more dangerous situation.

The unit 4 reactor was shut down for refueling just before the earthquake and
tsunami, and extremely hot nuclear fuel had recently been moved into the unit 4 spent
- fuel pool. As a result, the contents of this pool are more radioactive and produce
more thermal heat than the other Fukushima spent fuel pools. The unit 4 building
hosting this pool was damaged by the earthquake and tsunami, and a subsequent
hydrogen explosion destroyed the roof and sections of several walls.

I am particularly concerned that damage caused by the earthquake, tsunami.
and hydrogen explosion could threaten efforts to quickly and safely unload the unit 4
spent fuel pool. 1understand that Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) has
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recognized this risk and plans to begin removing the contents of the spent fuel pools
after performing additional work to reduce site contamination. [ am aware that
TEPCO’s inspection of the unit 4 reactor building determined that structural
reinforcements were not needed, but extra building supports were added as a
precautionary measure. | also understand that although TEPCO determined that no
significant damage occurred to the unit 4 spent fuel pool or the nuclear fuel, some
building debris has fallen into the pool, which could complicate future efforts to
remove fuel.

Japanese leaders face unprecedented circumstances at the Fukushima site.
They have utilized their substantial expertise to address many safety concerns to date,
but the situation 1s so uncertain that | feel the NRC’s independent assessment of
conditions at unit 4 would be beneficial. I would greatly appreciate it if you could
describe your evaluation of the structural integrity of the damaged unit 4 building, the
need for additional structural reinforcement, and the ability of the building to
withstand future natural disasters. Regarding the unit 4 spent fuel pool, please assess
the adequacy of the cooling system and water Jevel monitoring equipment, and
evaluate whether the unit 4 spent fuel pool could be unicaded sooner than the current
timeline. Lastly, please describe any steps you would offer for consideration that
could enhance ongoing efforts to stabilize the Fukushima Daiichi site.

I am pleased that NRC and Japanese officials have developed a cooperative
working relationship. I thank you for your efforts to monitor and assist our Japanese
friends in the wake of these tragic events, and I look forward to hearing from you
regarding this important request. [ believe that the NRC’s technical expertise
provides a valuable resource for this precarious situation. Let me know if I can
provide assistance in obtaining additional information you might need to respond 1o
this request. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me in
my Washington office. '

Sincerely,

1anne Feinstein
United States Senator
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