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March 23, 2012

Gregory B. Jaczko
Chairman.
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-16G4
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Jaczko:

I write to raise my concern regarding the lack ofimandatory action taken by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) related to serious safety issues at the Seabrook Nuclear Power
Plant, located in Seabrook, New Hampshire, on the Massachusetts border. I urge you to take
action immediately, before the plant becomes more d'e a`ed4 and poses an even more serious
risk to the surrounding communities.

'According0to anlNRC- iinpectionI'reporfreleased in May 2011, there has been "moderate
to severe" degradation of the concrete in a tunhel th'at is a'vital part of the reactoI's cdoling-
system used to prevent a nuclear meltdown. The structure has lost twenty-two percent of its
strength due to groundwater saturation. In the case of the Seabrook plant, an alkali-silica reaction
is occurring whereby micro-cracks form as groundwater mixeswith the.concrete. This
degradation poses a nuclear safety threat by weakening the electrical tunnel and possibly-as the
NRC acknowledges-the plant's foundation where it comes in contact with groundwater.
Further, it raises serious questions about the plant's ability to withstand an earthquake.

This represents a failure on the part of the NRC to take appropriate action to address
known safety problems at the Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant. I urge you to fully address all
issues related to the' concrete degradation immediately. We cannot allow nuclear power plants to
operate when there are known safety issues:.

Thank you for your'conisideiration on this:matter. 'If youhave any questions br c6ndems,
please contact Meghaf'Leahy at (6171'565-8519:

.ncerely, ,, '

John' -Kerry
United States enator

www: http://www.senate.gov/-kerry/
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