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Mr. Barry Allen 
Site Vice President 
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company 
Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station 
5501 North State Route 2, Mail Stop A-DB-3080 
Oak Harbor, OH  43449-9760 
 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE JANUARY 5, 2012, PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS THE 

EVALUATION OF THE SHIELD BUILDING CRACKING AND NRC’S 
INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF THAT EVALUATION 

 
Dear Mr. Allen: 
 
On January 5, 2012, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held a public meeting at the 
Camp Perry Lodging & Conference Center in Port Clinton, Ohio.  The meeting was between 
NRC management and FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company representatives to discuss the 
licensee’s evaluation of the shield building cracking as well as the NRC’s independent 
assessment of that evaluation.  
 
The NRC began the meeting by sharing background information on the discovery of the cracks 
in the shield building at the Davis-Besse nuclear plant.  This was followed by a discussion of the 
purpose, agenda, and format of the meeting. 
 
The licensee then provided a presentation of their site activities during recent months, including 
discussion of the shield building cracking issue.  During their presentation, the licensee 
discussed refueling outage activities and plant performance through their most recent cycle.  In 
addition, they shared the results of the testing and evaluations performed in response to the 
cracks identified in the shield building.  The licensee also discussed their planned actions going 
forward including their ongoing root cause evaluation.  They also discussed their basis for 
determining that the shield building could fulfill its safety function and the plant could start up.   
 
Following the licensee’s presentation, the NRC provided information regarding NRC activities 
involving the shield building.  During these remarks, the NRC discussed their independent 
inspection activities and assessment of the licensee’s evaluation and the basis for the NRC staff 
conclusion that the shield building remains capable of performing its safety function despite the 
cracking.  They also discussed the next steps in their process to evaluate the information 
FENOC will be providing including a completed root cause evaluation.  
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The NRC’s meeting presentation slides can be found in the Agencywide Documents Access 
and Management System (ADAMS) at ML12004A010.  The licensee’s meeting slides can also 
be found in ADAMS at ML120050146. A list of principal meeting attendees can be found in the 
Enclosure 1 and other attendees can be found in Enclosure 2. 
 
At the end of the meeting, members of the public were given the opportunity to ask questions of 
NRC officials and engage the licensee. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      David E. Hills, Chief 
      Engineering Branch 1 
      Division of Reactor Safety 
Docket No. 50-346; 
License No. NPF-3 
 
cc w/encl:  Distribution via ListServ TM 

 
Enclosures:  As stated 
 



Enclosure 1 

PUBLIC MEETING PRINCIPAL ATTENDEES 
 

January 5, 2012 
 
FirstEnergy 
 
B. Allen, Site Vice President, Davis-Besse 
B. Boles, Director, Site Operations 
K. Byrd, Manager, Design Engineering 
 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
 
C. Pederson, Regional Administrator (acting), Region III 
K. O’Brien, Deputy Director, Division of Reactor Safety, Region III 
P. Hiland, Director, Division of Engineering, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation  
J. Cameron, Chief, Branch 6, Division of Reactor Projects, Region III 
D. Hills, Chief, Engineering Branch 1, Division of Reactor Safety, Region III 
D. Kimble, Senior Resident Inspector, Davis-Besse 
 
Public Officials 
 
Representative Marcy Kaptor 
Representative Dennis Kucinich 
J. Sass, Ottawa County (Ohio) Commissioner, President 
S. Arndt, Ottawa County (Ohio) Commissioner 
S. Levorchick, Ottawa County (Ohio) Sheriff 
J. Hickman, Ottawa County (Ohio) Sheriff’s Chief Deputy 
B. York, Ottawa County (Ohio) Sheriff’s Captain 
D. Jensen, Ottawa County (Ohio) County Administrator 
F. Petersen, Ottawa County (Ohio) County Emergency Management Administrator 
M. Drusbacky, Ottawa County (Ohio) Assistant, County Emergency Management Administrator 
B. Martin, State of Ohio, Emergency Management Agency, Ottawa County Representative 
D. Polter, Sandusky County (Ohio) County Commissioner 
W. Brown, Sandusky County (Ohio) County Administrator 
C. Mock, Sandusky County (Ohio) Director, County Emergency Management Agency 
L. Heyman, Sandusky County (Ohio) Assistant Director, County Emergency Management Agency 
D. St. Clair, Carroll Township (Ohio) Trustee  
C. Francis, State of Ohio Department of Development, Governor’s Regional Liaison  
A. Longsworth Orr, U. S. Senator Sherrod Brown, NW Ohio Regional Representative 
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