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Horthern States Power Company

ATTH: Mr. L. 0. Mayer, Hanager . .
Huclear Support Services

414 Hicollet fiall - &th Floor

Minneapolis, Hinnesota 55401

Gentlemen:

RE: HMONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENRRATIHG PLART
PRAIRIE ISLAND RUCLEAR GEHERATING PLANT, UNITS NO. 1 AND 2

: /
In our raview of reports submitted by licensees cencerning aa?functioﬂs
of diesel generators, we find that in some cases the inferpation available
to the conirol roocm operator to indicate the operational gtatus of the
giesel generator may be imprecise and could lead o misinterpretation.
This can be caused by the sharing of a single annunciator station by
alarms that indicate conditions that render a diesel generator unable
to respond to an automatic emergency start signal and alarms that only
indicate a warning of abnormal, but not disabling, conditions. Another
cause can be the use of wording on an annunciator window that does not
specifically say that a diesel generator is inoperable (i.e., unable
at the time to respond to an automatic emergency sitart signal) when
in fact it is inoperable for that purpose. :

He, therefore, reauest that you review the alarm circuitry and diesel
generator control circuitry for the diesel generators at your facilities
to determine how each condition thai renders a dies2l generaior unablie
to raspond to an automatic emergency start signal is alarmed in the
control room, Thesa conditions include not only the trips that Tock
out the diesel generator start and regquire manusl reset, but also
contrel switch or mode switch positions that block automatic siart,
less of control voltage, insufficient starting air pressure or
battery voltage, ate. This roview should consider all aspects of
possible diesel gemerator operational conditions, for example test
conditions and operation from local comtrel stations, One area

- of particular concern is the unreset condition following & manual
stop at the 1ocal station which termminales a dissel generator test
prior t¢ resetting the diesel generator controls for enabling
subseguent automatic operation.
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Please respond within 45 days of your veceipt of this ietter by
providing the following information:

(a) a1l conditions that render the diesel generatcr incapable of
responding to an automatic emergency start signal as discussed
abeves

{b) the wording on the annunciator window in the control room that
is alaramed for each of the conditions identified in (a);

{c}) any other alarm signals that also causa the same annunciator to
alarm;

(d) any cengition that renders the diesel generator incapable of
respending to an automatic emergency stert signal which s not
alarmed in the control room; and

(2) any proposed modifications resulting from this evaluation,

Sinceraly, .
Original oiguod by

(O~ Dbt~

Don ¥. Davis, Acting Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #2
Division of Operating Reactors
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cc:  terald Charaoff, Esguire
Shaw, Pitiman, Poits and Trowbridas
1800 M Strest, H. ¥, .
washington, 0. 0, 20038

Sgadra 5. Gardebriag

Executive divecter

Hinnesota Pellution Control Agency
1335 W, County #oad 82

fosevilie, HMinngsots 45113

The Envirommental Conservation Librarg
Hinneapolis Public Librawry
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Hinneapslis, Hinnesots 55401
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Winneapolis, #innesota 855301

Howard J. Yogel, fscuire
Legal Counsel

2750 Gean Parkway
#inneaseliz, Hinngsota 55416
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