4
.

® o o
SEP 15 1977
DOKET £/ o

Docket 4d. 50-263

Horthern States Power Company
ATTH: Hr. L. 0. HMayer, Hanagser
tuclear Support Services
414 Nicollet Mali - 8th Floor
Minneapelis, Minnescta 55401

Goentlemen:
RE: - MOMTICELLO HUCLEAR GEMERATING PLANY

Boiting Hater Reactor {BYR) operating history indicates thai Type 304

and 316 austenitic stainless steel piping in the reactor coolant system
(LS} pressure boundary are sasceytxbie to stress corresion cracking.
This 1s particularly true for “service sensitive” lines; i.e., those

that are subject to high stress or that contain relatively siagnant
internittent, or low flow fluids. A]theagh stress corrosion cracking

iz unilikely ?u cause a rapidly prepagating pipe failure, the preserce

of such cracks constitutes a degradation of the RCS boundary, and thus

s undesirable from a safety standpoint. Therefore, it is the HRC staff's
position that steps should be taken to minimize stress corvosion cracking
in DY piping SYSLG§S o eliminate this condition and to improve overall
plant reliability. The details of the staff's position are centained in
the enclcsed RUREA-D313, "Technical Report on the Material Selection and
Processing Guidelines for BUR Coclant Pressure Boundary Piping”, dated
July, 1977.

e reouest that you review all of the RCS pressure boundary piping

and fitting material, including weld metal, at your facility te determine
if it mects the material selection and procassing guidelines set foria

in the enclosed report. You should identify o us any materials that

do not meet these guidelines and proprose appropriate changes to your

Technical Specifications to incorporate the augmented inservice inspection
reguirements specifisd in Section 11l of the enclosed report. In. the

case of "service sensitive" Yines vou should also provide vour plans and

schedule for the replacement, to the extant pracﬁiraa?e, of non-conforning
materials with those that conform to the staff's guidelines. A
In addition, if you find that you have any pressure boundary piping -
that does not conform to the staff's guidelines, we request that you
pronose changes to the ACS leakage limits and surveillance reqawrﬁmﬂnta
contained in your Tecnnical gnc1f1cafions, te bring them into R :

 conformance with the enclosed model Technical Specifications, : S éﬁ:)
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You should complete all of the above actions within 90 days. If you

have any guestions, please contact us.

Sincerely,

. ’/
Don K. Bavis, Acting Chief
Operating Reactors Braach #Z

Division of Operating Reactors
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