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Mr. Thomas E. Taft

410 Groveland Avenue
Apt. 1202

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Dear Mr. Taft:
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I am pleased to reply to your letter of October 30, 1969, to Chairman
Seaborg regarding the Commission's standards and regulations governing

the release of radiocactive effluents in the environment. .

AEC regula-

tions on radiation protection are based principally on the radiation
protection guides recommended by the Federal Radiation Council (FRC)
and approved by the President for guildance to all Federal agenciles.

On October 28, 1969, the Joint Committee on Atomic Fnergy began an
extended series of hearings on the environmental effects of producing

electric power.

An excellent discussion of the scientific basis for

the standards recommended by the FRC, the philosophy involved in what
these standards mean, and the way in which the FRC recommends .the approval
of guides to the President is set forth in testimony by Dr. Paul C.

Tompkins, Executive Director of the

Committee on Atomic Energy last week.

FRC in hearings before the Joint
I am enclosing a copv of

Dr. Tompkins' testimony for your informatiom.

In addition, I am enclosing a copy of Commissioner James T. Ramey's
statement which he presented in a meeting with several memhers of

the Minnesota-Wizconsin delezation
matter is concerned primarily with
Prairie Island plant, the statement
Monticello plant.

Enclosures:
1. Testimony by Dr. Tompkins
2., Statement by Commissioner Ramey

on Qctober 2, 1969. Although this
the Northern States Power Company's
is equally applicable to the

Sincerely,
Driginal Stgned by o. k. Btk

Harold L. Price
Director of Regulation
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403
Dear ™r. Taft: v

\
I am pleased tp replv to your letter of October 30, 69, to Chairman
Seaborg regardfgg the Commission's standards and v fulations governing
the release of radiocactive effluents in the envirénment. (Bdince.there

seems_to be gsome epnfusion—-surroundinme the based fnr xeolezses—of-
radinactive matarial from nuclear power plant and“kbﬁmfﬁé_ﬁﬁﬁvﬁﬁgfst
“theny—d+—shondd be nyted that th]AEC regu%;ticns on radiaticon pro-
tection are based prixcipally on the radigtion protection guirdes
recommended by the Fediral Radiation Couricil (FRT) and approved hy

the Pregident for guidance to all Fedgyal agencies.

On October 28, 1969, the Jeoint Coz&iééce on Atomic Energy began an '”(
extended series of hearinge\ on th/ environmental effects of producing (
electric power. Ci belteve atjéhe—of"tﬁe_ﬁﬁnt-per&inent—éocumentsZﬂv}y
available concerniqé]the scientific baals for the standards recommended a%%ZT
by the FRC, the philosophy inyglved in what these standards mean, and

the way in which the FRC regémm nds the apnroval of cuides to the

President is get forth in testimopv by Dr. Faul €. Tompkins, Hxecutive

Director of the FRC in hedrings heéfore the Joint Committee on Atomic

Epergy last week. I am,encleosing a\copy of Dr. Tompkins' testimony

for vour information.
I's

In addition, T am enéicsing a cory of Cogmissioner Jares T. Pamev's
statement which he/presented ip a meeting\with geveral members of

the Minnesota-¥istonsin delecation on CotoBer @, 1942, Althoueh this
matter {s concefned primarily with the Nortdern States Power Company's
Prairie Island/plant, the statement is equallvhapplicable to the
Monticello plant.

Sincerely,
;/‘
Tlarold L. Price \\\
' Director of Regulation .
Fnclosures: Lo
1. Testimony by Dr. Tompkins X?fl
2. Statement by Commissioner Ramey
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410 Groveland Ave.

| : . . Apt. 1202
) . Minneapolis, Mn. 55403
7 p ' October 30, 1969

o

Dr., Glenn Seaborg ,
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission
Washington; D.C.

Dear Dr. Sesaborg:

As a newcomer of five years residence here now I write to express my
deep concern regarding the commission's waste tolerance for the
- Monticello Power Plant Northern States Power has practically completed.

Réspectedlscientists state that waste emission levels A.E.C. considers
safe are in fact not safe or are doubtfully safe. Reports from the
Vermont conference I have gleaned I find not reassuring.

Why can't you people consider reducing the tolerable waste emission
level to a point where greditable scientists will not be constantly
finding objection and hence upsetting the uneducated public? I really
wonder if you are not your own worst enemies, Atomic energy still
belongs in’ the public mind in the realm of the giving of the Ten
Commandments to Moses on Mt. Sinai, unquesticnably sacred and super
mysterious.

'I can and may well elect to buy bottled water for drinking if N.S.P.
is allowed to go by its proposed waste emission levels. I can't buy

bathing or showering water,; obviously, and most of the people of the
Twin Cities can't buy drinking water. ' P

Need I repeat, I am very concerned about the sc far unknown effects

of atomic waste matter cumulatively in the fississippi River as well
as the immediate danger of drinking the water.

Yours truly,
j ”
- /‘/ < .
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Thomas E. Taft -
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