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On May 19, 1987 with the reactor shut down for a refuel outage, the 
Standby Gas Treatment System was unintentionally initiated on a radiation 
monitor downscale signal. This also caused a one half Group III 
isolation. This event occurred as a result of a worker bumping the 
circuit breaker to the radiation monitor while replacing the electrical 
panel cover. The root cause of this deviation was personnel error.  

The breaker was reenergized, and all automatic actions were verified.  
The one half Group III isolation was reset. As permanent corrective 
action, guide pins were installed on these panels. The guide pins will 
ensure proper alignment during panel removal and reinstallation. This 
will alleviate the difficulty of holding the panel in place and 
performing a separate task simultaneously without tripping a breaker.  

This is being report pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv). All systems 
functioned as designed.  
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On May 19, 1987 at 1300 hours with the reactor shut down for refueling, the 
Standby Gas Treatment System was unintentionally actuated by a radiation 
monitor (EIIS Component Code IL-RIS-7606A) downscale signal. This event 
occurred when a worker was replacing a panel cover and accidentally bumped the 
circuit breaker which supplies power to a Reactor Building Exhaust Radiation 
Monitor. This caused the Standby Gas Treatment System (EIIS System Code BH) to 
initiate and also caused a half Group III isolation. A Group III isolation 
(EIIS Code JM) is provided in the event of a loss of power to minimize the 
possibility of untreated releases via the Reactor Building exhaust. The 
Standby Gas Treatment System is designed to filter and exhaust the Reactor 
Building atmosphere to the Offgas Stack during Secondary Containment isolation 
conditions, with a minimum release of radioactive materials to the environs.  

The root cause of this event was personnel error. A contributory cause to the 
personnel error was the difficulty of the task. The contract worker was 
attempting to hold a panel in place and at the same time reattach the panel 
fasteners. The panel slipped out of place and bumped the circuit breaker.  

All automatic isolations were verified. The breaker was reenergized. The one 
half Group III isolation was reset. As permanent corrective actions, guide 
pins were installed on these panels. The guide pins will ensure proper 
alignment during panel removal and reinstallation. This will alleviate the 
difficulty of holding the panel-in place and performing a separate task without 
tripping the breaker.  

A review of recent plant history determined this type of event has happened on 
three separate occasions.  

This event is being reported pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv).  

All systems functioned as designed during this event. The safe operation of 
the plant was not affected by the conservative actuation of the Standby Gas 
Treatment System and the one half Group III isolation.
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Iowa Electric Light and Power Company 
June 3, 1987 
DAEC-87-0656 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
ATTN: Document Control Desk 
Washington, D. C. 20555 

Subject: Duane Arnold Energy Center 
Docket No. 50-331 
Op. License DPR-49 
Licensee Event Report No. 87-015 

Gentlemen: 

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 and 10 CFR 21 please find attached a 
copy of the subject Licensee Event Report.  

Very truly yours, 

Daniel L. Mineck 
Plant Superintendent - Nuclear 

DLM/VJC/go 

Attachment - LER 87-015 

cc: Mr. A. Bert Davis 
Regional Administrator 
Region III 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
799 Roosevelt Road 
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

NRC Resident Inspector - DAEC 

File A-118a

Duane Arnold Energy Center *. 3277 DAEC Road * Palo, Iowa 52324 * 319/851-7611


