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Ls a result of a recent .%¢1tlcnal ﬁssessment of the siruvctural intesrity
of the ark I containnent svaten used in your reactor facility, membors
of our respsctive technical staff met in Bethesda on February 206, 1275,
This lctter uill confirm the reaults of these discussions and the
conciusicens reached by the URR staff cubsequent to the meeting.

On January 28, 1975, the Mark I owners group specificd@ that the torus
support downuard load strengih ratios were basod on an elastic
analysis. Ratlos around 1.0 were not of great concern to vou

becouse you believed that a redistribution of loads would occur

and that these factors would be reduced when an elastic-plastic
analysis was later performed. On those facilities with strensth
ratios greater than 0.9, ‘the HRC staff reguested further inlOFﬂ it ion,
uhich ve are_burrv“tl evaluating.

Cn February 19 and 20, 1976, a nore detailed discussion of the above
technical points cccurred. After studying dotails of the stress
dintribution from Bechtel’s computer ocutput, it i*'ouw 4udgnent

and your consultants agroec that redistribution of loads mey ,hot

be cirnificant for the welds at the top of the torus olurns.
Therefere, the wargin of safety at these welds are lover than

thooe for other ierk I conponents.

‘Beecaiuse of this reducerd rarsin, the Decting in Bethasdz vas colled
to discussg jO!P lans Lo Drompv‘y reatore adequat I ?

cafaty for uno s?rnctLre. You deseribed and discuss
edificatious which rould reduce the ‘”HO”
el o) -]
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gtafl vurious onorétin: i

sven as uze of ar inercased dryucll pressure and Jdocressor torus
vater level, ﬁptcr discussing such ”CulP & ang the longth of
tine required to provide Gﬁﬁan 2d 32

t" marsing usips the
bars of the linplt I
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£roup iandicated that you would enhance safcty margins by pressuring the
containoent to establish & differential pressure of at least 1 psi
betucen the drywell atmosphere and terus unless nrior to return of
your plant to cperaticn other satisfactory modifications vers made.

Our technical staff has assessed this proposal and agree with your
technical representatives that the establisiment of a differentisl
pressure of at least 1 psil wil provide a reduction in notentinl
loads during & postulated loss of coolant accident and an associat
restoration of the margzins of safety so that the margin of aafety
is about a factor of two. .

Rely

an pleased with the prompt responso by the Marl: T cuners” group
o our conesrn thal safely margins be restored in a prompt fashion.
This letter, thereforc confirms our dchuuslonu of yesterday that,
riore te returning vour plant to operation, you will sstablish o
d;f;erentiai bressure of a minimun of one psi between the drywell
atmoophero and the torus vapor space and that this differential
pressure will be maintained vhenever the reactor is in operation,
unleso prior thereto obher modifications to enhance safety wargine
for the structure kave been approved by the NRC and have beon
installed. . This will respond to our dirsctive of vaaterday that
safety marginz for the structurs be enhanced promptly.

W I I ]

slacerely,

Pen €. Tuazche, Director
Orfice of Yuclear Reactor Regulaticn

cc:  3ee next paro

ormces | DOR}OBBR2, | OFLD NRR:DIR {7
sumname> | DLZiemann:esp. JSCinto. ... |. RHeineman BCRusche .l
oare> |.2/27/76 2/..176 20771176 2/..116
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ccC:

Jack R. Newman, Esquire

Harold F. Reis, Esquire

Lowenstein, Newman, Reis and Axelrad
1025 Connecticut Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Cedar Rapids Public Library
426 Third Avenue, S. E.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401

Office for Planning and Programm]ng
523 East 12th Street
Des Moines, Iowa . 50319

Mr. Dudley Henderson
Chairman, Linn County
Board of Supervisors
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406




