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June 9, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO:  Eric J. Leeds, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

THRU: Michael J. Case, Director /RA/ ,
Division of Policy and Rulemaking -
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager /RA/
Regulatory Analysis, Policy and Rulemaking Branch -
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: TRIP REPORT FOR THE CONVENTION ON NUCLEAR SAFETY
(CNS) REVIEW MEETING; APRIL 14-25, 2008; VIENNA, AUSTRIA

On April 14 — 25, 2008, 16 representatives from NRC headquarters participated in the Fourth
Review Meeting for the Convention on Nuclear Safety in Vienna, Austria. The U.S. delegation
was headed by Chairman Dale E. Klein. The Executive Director for Operations, Luis Reyes,
assisted with the U.S. presentation, and the Director of the Office of New Reactors and EDO
designate, R. William (Bill) Borchardt, represented the U.S. in the open-ended working group to
identify improvements for future review meetings. The Institute of Nuclear Power Operations
(INPO) was part of the U.S. delegation for the first time. James O. Ellis, Jr., President and Chief
Executive Officer ied the four member INPO contingent and also assisted in the U.S.
presentation. Two Department of State representatives supplemented the delegation.

The trip report from this activity is enclosed.

The content of this report may be of interest to the Commission and it is recommended that the
report be forwarded to the Commission.

Enclosures:

1. Fourth CNS Review Meeting Trip Report ~INE-Adlocmunt - referrec) 4p 8¢5

2. Report of the President of the Review Meeting - tzferred Ho ROS
3. CNS State Department Reporting Cable ~m2ure& 7‘0@9_’)

cc: M. Cullingford, NRR
- M. Doane, OIP
T. Rothschild, OGC
V. Ordaz, EDO
J. Wiggins, NRR
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CONTACT: Jon B. Hopkins, NRR/DPR
301-415-3027 , ~
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FOURTH CNS REVIEW MEETING TRIP REPORT

Subject

Fourth Review Meeting of Contracting Parties to the Convention on Nuclear Safety

Dates of Travel and Countries/Organization Visited

April 10 - 26, 2008; International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Vienna, Austria

Author, Title and Agency Affiliation

Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR)

Other U.S. Delegates

Dale E. Klein, Chairman

Luis Reyes, Executive Director for Operations (EDO)

Bill Borchardt, Director, Office of New Reactors (NRO) and EDO designate
Margaret Doane, Director, Office of International Programs (OIP)
Jennifer Schwartzman, International Relations Specialist, OIP
Paul Dickman, Executive Assistant, COM/DEK

Dave Skeen, Chief of Staff, COM/DEK

John Grobe, Associate Director, NRR

John Tappert, Deputy Director, NRO

Travis Tate, Technical Assistant, NRR

Theresa Clark, Reliability and Risk Engineer, NRO

George Wilson, Branch Chief, NRR

Veronica Rodriguez, Project Manager, NRR

Gerald Waig, Senior Reactor Engineer, NRR

Jack McHale, Branch Chief, NRR

James O. Ellis, Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer (CEQO), INPO

David lgyarto, Vice-President, INPO

Jeffrey Place, Manager, INPO

W. Gary Gates, President and CEO, Omaha Public Power District and Board member for INPO
and for the World Association of Nuclear Operators (WANQO)

Patricia J. Metz, Deputy Director for Nuclear Safety and Security, Department of State (DOS)
David Kenagy, Nuclear Advisor, DOS
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This is a Sensitive Non-public document for internal use only.
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Background/Purpose

To represent the United States (U.S.) at the Fourth (4™) Review Meeting for the Convention on
Nuclear Safety (CNS). To participate in the peer review process of other Contracting Parties’
National Report presentations and present the U.S. National Report.

Abstract: Summary of Pertinent Points/Issues

The U.S. presentation by Chairman Kiein, Luis Reyes, and Jim Ellis was well attended
(approximately 70-100 representatives from multiple foreign countries) and well received, with
dozens of questions asked. U.S. staff attended all the presentations by the other contracting
parties (CPs), and participated in each of the six country groups by asking questions and
commenting on the Rapporteurs’ reports where appropriate.

The strong U.S. presence at the CNS Review Meeting reinforced the message that the U.S. is
keenly interested in nuclear safety worldwide and places a high value on the CNS process. In
addition, the inclusion of INPO in the U.S. delegation for the first time was well received by the

CPs. Also, the U.S. gained insights about the status of nuclear safety in other countries.
ot
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Discussion

The Fourth Review Meeting for the Convention on Nuclear Safety was held between April 14,
2008, and April 25, 2008. The first week of the meeting was devoted to a plenary session and
presentations by the CP to their specific country group. Each CP reported on how its nuclear
safety program meets the articles of the Convention on Nuclear Safety, as well as updates since
the last Review Meeting, and planned measures over the next three-year period. After each
day's sessions, the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) met to discuss ways to improve future
meetings.
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Pending Actions/Planned Next Steps for NRC

Participate in the work plan to revise the guidance for information to be included in National
Reports. Review the 4" CNS President's Report, the IAEA Trends and Issues Report, and the
4™ CNS Officers’ Report for topics that may be of special interest at the 5™ Review Meeting in
preparation to make recommendations of topics at the 5™ Organizational Meeting in September
2009.

Points for Commission Consideration/items of Interest

The Commission may be interested in all, or part of, the above discussions.
Enclosures

As stated in the cover memorandum.
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