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Dear Mr. Kokajko,

In early June 2007, DOE's Office of Civilian Fadioactile
Waste Management (DOE-RW) informed the Naval Nuclear Propulsion
Program [NNFP) of an interest by NRC'S Division of High-Level
Waste Repository Safety (HLWRS) in visiting the NNPP's Naval
Reactors Facility ([RE) in Idaho. The NNPP receives and
examines naval spent nuclear fuel (SNIF) at NRF and then places
the SUBF into sealed canisters for temporary on-site dry storage
and ultimate disposal in a geologic repository. In follow up

discussions between HLWRS (Stablein and staff), NNPP (Gisch),
and DOE-RW (Gil and J. Williams) on June 14 and June 29, 2007,
HLWRS outlined its goals and objectives for the visit. The
purpose of this letter is to document those goals and objectives
and to propose a general approach to meeting zhem..

In the conversations noted above, HLWRS stated the visit to
NRF is part of a series of visits to several facilities (both
Government and commercial) to provide general orientation and
staff training on spent fuel handling and management to help
prepare staff to review these concepts when licensing the Yucca
Mountain facilities in Nevada. To the extent these visits
involve facilities that will perform activities associated with
preparing SNF for emplacement in the Yucca Mountain repository,
the vj.sits are not for the purpose of obtaining specific,
advarnce information regarding the repository safety analyses to
be submitted as part of the license applicazion. Furzher, the
vi.sits are not regulatory inspections (e.g., critiques and post
visit analyses are not done). With regard to SU'F management at
NRF, areas of HLWRS learning interest for the requested visit
include the following:

a. The nature of naval nuclear fuel
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Based on the goals, objectives, and areas of interest
described by HLWPS, NNPP proposes a two part visit. Both parts
would include discussion of classified information and require
all visitors to oossess a DOE L clearance or equivalent. In
addition, any notes taken by visitors must be provided to NNPP
for classification review prior to the end of each visit (notes
will be forwarded upon completion of the classificationn review).

The first part would be a meeting at NIEPP headQuarters at
the Washington Navy Yard. During this meeting, NNPP would
review our regulatory authority, responsibilities, and
operations, including an overview of UNPP's roles and
responsibilities for the repository license application and our
interface with DOE-RW. The meeting would also provide an
overview of the nature of naval nuclear fuel from manufacturing
through operations and disposal (aided visually by full size and
scale models) and provide an orientation to the naval c3NF cycle
from shipyard through processing and temporary dry storage at
NRF's Expended Core Facility (ECF). This discussion. would
review the unique nature of naval SNF and highlight differences
from commercial or DOE S1,.F. At the conclusion of the
headquarters briefing, visitors should have an understanding of
the nature of naval nuclear fuel and the design and operating
principles underlying SNF processing at NRFL. This will maximize
the value of the visit to NRE and orient HLWPS staff to Nr.lPP's
contribution to the license application. The .N??PP headquarters
meeting would last about four hours.
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shipment to the repository. The tour would be conducted in
small groups during a morning session, followed by a working
lunch 1o allow time for additional. questions. All visitors
would cover the same tour route (i.e., there would be no break

out tours for indiNidual visitors on specific topics) with
questions about specific aspects of production work addressed
during and after the tour. The visit would be complete after
lunch.

NNEP understands from our discussicns that HLWI'.S is considering
mid October for an NRF visit. NUNPP can accormmodate a visit at
that time and suggests the headqquarters visit be within two
weeks prior for greatest benefit. The schedule for these two
visits can be established promptly upon HLWRS agreement with the
approach outlined above. The NNPP point of contact for these
visits is Robert Gisch, 202-181-6128 (email robert.gisch
@navy.mil).

Sincerely

Director for Regulatory Affairs
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program

Copy to:
Next page
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N. Scrcar, DOW- .W, Forrestal
J. Williams, DOE-RN, Forrestal

A. Gil, DOE-ENT, Las Veoas

H. isum.yz, DOE-C-C, Forrestal
,i. Neber, NRC NHSS, Rookvilie
N. K- Stablein, NRC HL Pockville

3anager, P NP P

Nanager, IBO
General Manager, Bettis
Manager, ESH, LettJ.is
Manager, .MDP, Bettis
M'anager, LIRF

KARPL ADSARS
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