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13 July 2007
Mr. Lawrence Hokajke, Director
Division of High-Level Wastz Repositcry Saisty
J. 5. MNuclear Regulztory Commission
SBB-2EZ
11545 Fockville Pike
Rockvills, MD 20352-2738
Dear Mr. Kokajko,

In eaxly June 2007, DOEL's Office of Civilian Radioactiwe
WezsLe Managemeni (DCE-RW) informed thse Haval Muclear Propulsion
Program (NNPP) of an interest by MRC’s Divisien of High-Level
Wzste Repository Szafety (HLWRS) in visiting the MNPE s HNaval
Reactors Facility (MRF) in Idaho. The WNPP receives and :
examines naval spent nuclear fuel (3MF) at WRF and then places

for temporary on-site dry storage
and ultimete disposal in geologic repository. In fonllow up
discussions bketween HLWRS (Stablein and staff), NNPP (CGisch),
and DDE-RW (Gil and J. Williams) on June 14 and June 22, 2007,
HLWRS outlined its goals and objectives for the visit. The
purpose cf this letter is to decument thcse goals and objectives
and te propose a general approach tc meeting them. :

the SNF into sealed canisters

o

In the conversations noted above, HLWRS stated the visit to
NRF is part of a series of wvisits to several fecilities (both

Government and commercial)

staff training on spent
prepare staff to review
Mountain facilities in
involve fazcilities that

preparing SHNF for emplacement in the Yucca

to provide general c¢rientation and
fuel handling and management to help
these concepts when licensing the Yucca
Nevada. To the extent these wvisits

will perform activities associated with
Mountain repository,

the viszits are not for the purpose cf obtaining specific,

advance information regarding the reposite

be submitted as pazt of
visits are not

visit analyses are not done).
areas of HLWRS learning interest for the reguested vis

NERFE,
include the following:
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requlatory inspections
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the license application. irthex, the
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The natur= of naval nuclear fuel
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Based cn the goals, objectives, and arsaz of intersst
described by HLWRS, MNNPP propcses a Two part visit. Soth parts
would include discuszssion of classified informatisn and require
all wvisitecrs to Dossess 3 DOE L clearance or eguivalent. In
2ddition, any notes taken by visitors must be provided to NNPP
fer classification review prior to the end of each wisit (notes
will be feorwarded upon completion of the classification review).

The first part would be a meeting at NWPP headguarters at
the Washington Navy Yard. During this meeting, NNPP wculd
review our regulatory authority, responsibilities, and
operations, including an overview of NNPP's roles and
responsibilities for the repository license application and our
interface with DOE-RW. The mseting would alsc provide an
overview of the nature of naval nuclear fuel from manufacturing
through cperaticns and disposal (aided visvally by full size and
scale models) and provide an orientation to the naval 3NF cycle
from shipyardé through processing and temporary dry storage at
NRE’5 Expended Core Facility (ECF). This discussion would
review the unique nature of naval SNF and highlight differences
from commercial or DOE SHMFE. At the conclusion cf the
headguarters briefing, visitors should have an understanding of
the nature of naval nuclear fuel and the design 2nd operating
orinciples underlying SNE processing at NRF. This will maximize
the wvalue of the visit t2 NERF znd orient HLWRS staff to NHNPP’'s
contribution to the license application. The HUFPP headgquarters
meeting would last about four hours.



. Zit To the JFT in Idzhs
Sincse The Xocus o this wisit
would he oI design and zperating
crincl = ezdguarters mestiny TO
production work. This 7isit would consgist of a ualking tour
Fnﬁwmoaseinq the complste cycle of nawval BUF at WRF from intalke
inzo ECE to zhipment to ©hz repositgry Frocesses tco be cowvered
durlng the tour would include placing SHF which has finished
exsminiaticn into baskets, loading these baskets inte canisters
in ECF’s Prcductlon Dry Ztorage process line, canister
gvacuaticn, drying, and welding processes, temporary dry storags
of the s=aled canisters, and plans for loading of canisters into
a transportation cask znd placing these casks onto rail cars for
shipment €O The repository. The tour would be conducted in
small groups during a mcrning session, Iollowsd by a working
lunch ro &allew time for additicnal questicns. All visitors

would cover the same tour route (i.s., there would ke no bras
cut tours for individual visitors on specific toplcs) with

guesticns about specific aspects of productien work addressed
dguring and after the tour. The visit would be ccmplets after

lunch.

NNFP understands from cur discussions that HLWES is considering
wmid Octoker for an WRF viszit. HNPP czn accommodate a visit at
that time and suggests the headguarters visit ke within two
weeks orior for greatest benefit. The schedule for these two
visits can be established promptly upon HLWR3 agreement with the
approach outlined above. The NNPP point of contact for these

visits is Robert Gisch, 202-781-8128 (email robert.gisch
@navy.mil).

Sincerely

Director for Regulatory Rffairs
Mawval luclear Preopulsion Program

Copy to:
Next page



W. Sproat, DOE-RW, Forrestal

J. wWilliams, [OE-RW, Fcrrestal

L. <i1l, DOE-RBW, las Yegas

t. Weumayz, DOEZ-GC, Forrestzal

M. Wzber, MRC MNH3S, Eockwville
F
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N. K. Stablein, MNRC HLWRS,
Maznager, PUR
Manager, IBC
General Man&ger,
Manager, E3H, EB=t
Manager, MOP, Bet
Manager, MNRE
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