
August 22, 2006

APPLICANT: NRG ENERGY, INC.  

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JULY 27, 2006, CATEGORY 1 MEETING WITH NRG ENERGY,
INC. REGARDING AN INTENDED FUTURE APPLICATION FOR A COMBINED
LICENSE FOR TWO UNITS AT THE SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT SITE  

On July 27, 2006, the staff met with representatives of NRG Energy, Inc. (NRG) and the
South Texas Project Nuclear Operating Company (STPNOC) to discuss NRG and STPNOC
(the applicants) plans to apply for a combined license (COL) for the construction and operation
of two Advanced Boiling Water Reactors (ABWRs) at the South Texas Project site southwest of
Houston, Texas.  The applicant referred to these future units as STP Units 3 & 4.  A list of those
in attendance is provided as Enclosure 1.  A copy of the applicants’ presentation is included as
Enclosure 2.  

The applicants described their new reactor licensing organization and outlined their objectives. 
They stated that they had chosen ABWR as it is proven technology and the first-of-a-kind
engineering (FOAKE) is complete.  They stated that they anticipated ordering the nuclear
steam supply system and major components by summer 2007 and also stated that they
anticipated submitting a COL application in late 2007 in order to support their goal of having
generation on line in 2014-2015.  

The applicants stated that they intend to facilitate the licensing process by minimizing
departures from the ABWR design as certified by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC).  They also stated they did not intend to use optional licensing approaches such as
10 CFR 50.69, “Risk-informed Categorization and Treatment of Structures, Systems and
Components for Nuclear Power Plants,” NFPA-805, “Performance-Based Standard for Fire
Protection for Light Water Reactor Electric Generating Plants,” or risk-informed 10 CFR 50.46. 
The NRC staff pointed out to them that employing such optional approaches was not
necessarily inconsistent with standardization if these options were pursued through a
design-centered working group.  

The applicants outlined their reasons for choosing the South Texas Project site.  They cited the
low population density and the availability of both a functional barge slip and a heavy haul road. 
They also stated that the South Texas Project site was originally intended to support four
nuclear units.  

The applicants stressed the importance of early submittals as a means of meeting their
schedule.  They stated that they were considering resolving generic issues such as applicable
portions of the design acceptance criteria (DAC) through General Electric topical reports.  The
NRC staff informed them that the DAC would be addressed as part of the COL review and that
any rulemaking activity to address DAC generically would be in the future and probably would
be on a longer review schedule than that required to support licensing of STP Units 3 and 4.  

The applicants briefly discussed potential areas of departure from the certified design.  These
areas of departure included changes to the electrical distribution system, the removal of
hydrogen recombiners, and the use of the latest GE fuel design.  
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The applicants stated their commitment to submitting a high quality application to minimize the
number of staff requests for additional information (RAIs).  They also stated their commitment
to addressing staff RAIs promptly.  The applicant stated that they anticipated meeting with the
staff regularly (about every six to eight weeks) from this point forward.  

/RA/

George F. Wunder, Project Manager
ABWR/ESBWR Projects Branch
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 749

Enclosures: 1.  Attendance List
2.  NRG/STPNOC Slides (ML062300119)

cc w/encls:  See next page
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Enclosure 1

MEETING WITH NRG ENERGY, INC.
REGARDING INTENDED FUTURE APPLICATION
FOR A COL FOR TWO UNITS AT THE STP SITE

ATTENDEE LIST

Name Organization  

David Matthews NRR/DNRL  DBM@NRC.GOV
George Wunder NRR/DNRL  GFW@NRC.GOV
Joseph Colaccino NRR/DNRL 
Martha Barillas NRR/DNRL
Bruce Musico NRR/DPR
Glenn Kelly NRR
Nancy Kuntzelman NRR
Larry Benton NRR/AADB
Steve Winn NRG Energy
Eddy Daniels NRG Energy
Steve Stark GE
Basant Dilodare Bechtel
John Crenshaw STPNOC
Mark McBurnett STPNOC
Christian Blessing Hitachi America
Fred Puelo STPNOC
J. Alan Beard GE
Steve Frantz Morgan Lewis 
Tim O’Neil GE
Bob Yamrus Bechtel
Steve Routh Bechtel
Andrea Jenetta TriVis
Ronald E. Hysen DOE
Charles Brinkman Westinghouse
Mark Beaumont The Washington Group
Russ Bell NEI
Ed Davis Pegasus Group
Mike Jonzen AREVA
John Yoshinari Hitachi America  
Mark Giles Entergy
Bob Coward MPR Associates
Masahiro Horiguchi Toshiba International Corp.  
Jerry Philabaum Enercon Services
Glenn Searfoss Parallax, Inc.  
Adam J. White Baker Botts LLC
John E. Matthews Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
James D. von Suskil The Syzygy Group  
Steve Thomas STPNOC
Patricia L. Campbell GE
Michael Knapik McGraw-Hill  
Howard Useem Lundquist, Nethercutt & Griles  
Lindsay Miller TXU  



South Texas Project Future Combined License  

cc:

C. Kirksey/C. M. Canady
City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX  78704

J. J. Nesrsta/R. K. Temple
City Public Service Board
P. O. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX  78296

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX  76011-8064

Steve Winn
NRG Texas LLC
1301 McKinney, Suite 2300
Houston, TX  77010

Judge, Matagorda County
Matagorda County Courthouse
1700 Seventh Street
Bay City, TX  77414

S. Frantz, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

J. J. Sheppard
President & CEO
STP Nuclear Operating Company
P.O. Box 289
Wadsworth, TX  77483

M. A. McBurnett
Manager, Nuclear Safety Assurance
STP Nuclear Operating Company
P. O. Box 289, Mail Code: N5014
Wadsworth, TX  77483

Environmental and Natural Resources     
Policy Director
P. O. Box 12428
Austin, TX  78711-3189

Jon C. Wood
Cox, Smith, & Matthews
112 East Pecan, Suite 1800
San Antonio, TX  78205

Director
Division of Compliance & Inspection
Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of State Health Services
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, TX  78756-3189

Brian Almon
Public Utility Commission 
William B. Travis Building
P.  O.  Box 13326
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, TX  78701-3326

Susan M. Jablonski
Office of Permitting, Remediation 
  and Registration
Texas Commission on
  Environmental Quality
MC-122
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, TX  78711-3087

Mr. Terry Parks, Chief Inspector
Texas Department of Licensing
 and Regulation
Boiler Division
P. O. Box 12157
Austin, TX  78711

Mr. Ted Enos
4200 South Hulen
Suite 630
Ft. Worth, TX  76109

E-Mail
patriciaL.campbell@ge.com
bob.brown@ge.com
mark.beaumont@wsms.com
Tansel.Selekler@nuclear.energy.gov (or
Tansel.Selekler@hq.doe.gov)


