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ATTN: Mr. R. E. Martin
Dear Sir / Madam:

Subject: VIRGIL C. SUMMER NUCLEAR STATION (VCSNS)
DOCKET NO. 50/395
OPERATING LICENSE NO. NPF-12
RESPONSE TO NRC QUESTIONS REGARDING
RESPONSE TO GENERIC LETTER 96-06
(TAC NO. M96872)

References: 1) Stephen A. Byme letter to Document Control Desk, RC-04-0018, January 20,
2004 (ADAMS Accession Number ML040220466)

2) K.R. Cotton (NRC) Electronic Letter to R. Sweet (SCE&G), "GL 96-06
Questions" dated October 14, 2004

3) Stephen A. Byme letter to Document Control Desk, RC-04-0111, August 4,
2004 (ADAMS Accession Number ML042220080)

4) J. Turkett (SCE&G) Electronic Letter to K. R. Cotton (NRC), 2005 Draft
Response to NRC Questions Regarding SCE&G Response to Generic Letter
96-06 (TAC NO. M96872), April 15, 2005

5) R. E. Martin (NRC) Electronic Letter (FAX) to R. Sweet (SCE&G), "The NRC
Staff reviewed SCE&G's draft response and additional information is
needed...", June 29, 2005

On October 14, 2004, South Carolina Electric & Gas Company (SCE&G) received an electronic
communication (Reference 2) presenting an NRC request for additional information (RAI)
regarding the VCSNS response to Generic Letter (GL) 96-06 submitted August 4, 2004
(Reference 3). SCE&G reviewed these questions in consideration of the activities conducted to
address the GL 96-06 issues. On January 13, 2005, a telephone conference between SCE&G,
the NRC, and the technical reviewers for the NRC was held to discuss the questions of the RAIl
and explain the SCE&G position regarding the responses developed for VCSNS. SCE&G
provided Reference 4 based on an understanding reached with the reviewers during the
referenced telephone conference. On June 28, 2005, the NRC responded with a series of
questions (Reference 5) addressing additional information needed.

SCE&G is providing the attached response to address questions presented in Reference 2 and

Reference 5.
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Summary of Commitments

SCE&G makes the following commitments as further discussed in the attachment to this letter:

VCSNS has initiated a plant modification that will accomplish three changes to the
current plant configuration for Service Water (SW) discharge from the Reactor Building
Cooling Units (RBCUs). First, this modification will delay the opening of gate valves
3107A/B upon start up of SW booster pump (SWBP) A/B. This delay will allow the
SWBPs to build up fluid momentum and full fluid flow prior to the opening of these
valves preventing gravity drain-down of fluid to the SW pond thereby preventing the
creation of a vacuum void. Second, the modification will install vacuum relief valves
downstream of valves 3107A/B to replace with air any vacuum developed in the
downstream piping during normal operations and eliminate the need for manual action -
to “vent” the piping. The air in lieu of vacuum will tend to cushion the water column
impact as the SWBPs are energized after a station blackout. Third, SCE&G will replace
valve 3107A/B with fast closing butterfly valves that close in seven seconds upon de-
energizing of SWBP A/B. The fast valve closure will trap water in the high points above
the valve and prevent void formation from gravity drain-down of the water to the SW
pond. SCE&G is confident that the combined affects of these modifications will reduce
the waterhammer loads in the piping to very low levels.

These changes are not required to address any deficiencies in the ability of the plant to meet its
current design and licensing basis, but they will reduce operator burden and increase design
margins. These changes are currently scheduled for completion in RF-16 (October 2006).

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Mr. Robert Sweet at
(803) 345-4080.

| certify under penalty of perjury that the information contained herein is true and correct.

lZ/’Z/OS,

Executed on Jeffrey B. Archj

JT/IBA/r
Attachment

c:  N.O. Lorick
S. A. Byme
N. S. Carns -
G. S. Champion (w/o Attachment)
R. J. White
W. D. Travers
NRC Resident Inspector
K. M. Sutton
NSRC
RTS (C-02-3455)
File (815.14)
DMS (RC-05-0204)
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South Carolina Electric & Gas Company (SCE&G)
Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station (VCSNS)
Response to NRC Request for Additional Information (RAI)
Regarding SCE&G Response to Generic Letter (GL) 96-06

Review of GL 96-06 waterhammer condition as it applies to V. C. Summer Nuclear Station

Refer to Figure 1 on page 19 of this attachment.

There are two system alignments for the cooling of the Reactor Building Cooling Units (RBCUs),
via the non-safety Industrial Cooling (IC) System or via the safety related Service Water (SW)
system. Cooling via the IC system is the normal plant operation alignment. Cooling is
automatically transferred to the SW system after an Engineered Safeguards Features Actuation
Signal (ESFAS). With the RBCUs aligned for normal plant operations (aligned to the IC system), a

“void as noted in Figure 1 is present in the piping downstream of valve 3107A/B (this void will be
referred to as the first void). This first void is formed by gravity drain-down of fluid in the RBCU
return piping to the SW pond upon realignment of the RBCU from the SW system to the IC
system. During this realignment, valve 3107A/B is closed and the gravity drain-down occurs. This
void contributes to the waterhammer event as will be explained later. Analysis has shown that if
the void contains air in lieu of a vacuum, the affects of the waterhammer are greatly reduced, i.e.,
the air in the void tends to cushion the impact of the two columns of water as the void collapses
versus no cushion with a vacuum in the void. Therefore, plant operating procedures have been
revised to include venting of the piping to replace the vacuum void with air. This venting is
performed per procedure immediately after the realignment of RBCU cooling from the SW system
to the IC system. During normal plant operation the venting process is only required after
quarterly system testing (SW supplied in lieu of IC).

The waterhammer condition péstu!ated in GL 96-06 is caused by the coincident initiating '
occurrences of a Main Steam Line Break (MSLB) or Loss of Coolant Accident (LOCA) and a Loss

of Offsite Power (LOOP).

Note: For piping loads only, the loads from a seismic event are conservatively combined with
those caused by a LOCA event. Refer to the Response for the RAl Question regarding
load determination methodology on page 9 of this attachment for further details.

It is assumed that prior to these events the RBCUs are operating in their normal lineup such that
they are being cooled by the non-safety IC System. The initiation of a MSLB/LOCA would cause
the temperature in the Reactor Building (RB) to begin to rise. After approximately 20 seconds, the
temperature in the containment would reach 260 degrees Fahrenheit (°F). A concurrent LOOP
would cause the IC flow to the RBCUs to stop due to the loss of the system pumps. From the time
of the LOOP, it would take approximately 41.5 seconds for the emergency diesel generators
(EDGs) to start and load sequencing by the ESFAS to be completed. After 41.5 seconds, the SW
booster pumps (SWBPs) are re-energized and the alignment of RBCU cooling to SW begins.
Therefore, the stagnant cooling water in the RBCUs could be exposed to a 260 °F temperature for
aproximately 41.5 seconds. Heat transfer from containment to the RBCU cooling coils could
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produce steam voids in the SW pipe. However, It should be understood that until valve 3107A/B
begins to stroke open simultaneously with SWBP A/B startup (41.5 seconds following
LOCA/LOOP) there is no possibility of steam generation in the RBCUs because fluid pressure in
the RBCUs remains above the corresponding saturation pressure for the FSAR peak containment
temperatures for LOCA or MSLB. The analysis of the waterhammer condition in VCSNS
considered that a steam void did not develop in the RBCUs due to the heat transfer from
containment. (It is noted that this is conservative as compared to the consideration of steam void
formation. This will be explained in detail in the Questions and Responses that follow.). Upon re-
energizing SWBP A/B and initiation of the transfer to SW system for RBCU cooling, valve 3107A/B
(a gate valve under current plant configuration) begins to open. The characteristics of a gate valve
are such that a signficant amount of flow occurs in the early stages of valve opening. Contrary to
this, it takes several seconds for SWBP A/B to build up fluid momentum and commence full fluid
flow. Due to these discrepancies, the fliud flows rapidly through valve 3107A/B to the SW pond
and creates a vacuum void. This is the second void as described in the Figure 1. Collapse of the
first air void and the second void occur when the SWBPs achieve operating speeds at full flow
parameters.

Note: A waterhammer will not occur upstream of the RBCUs because there are two check valves
near the containment penetration that trap the water above the RBCUs upon loss of flow
and thus prevent voiding.

Application of the EPRI Methodology at VCS

The occurrence of multiple independent column-closure waterhammer sites separated in time by
up to ten seconds, the complicating effects of containment isolation valves stroking open slowly at
different rates, and the presence of a large static air volume in the RBCU return piping take the
VCSNS transient outside the realm of the approved EPRI GL 96-06 methodology. Significant
effort was expended to apply the EPRI methodology to VCSNS. However, the calculations -

required so many simplifying assumptions to the transient scenario that the EPRI GL 96-06
methodology was not considered an adequate evaluation tool for the VCSNS configuration. This

conclusion was validated during verification by an outside consultant with considerable experience
in fluid hydraulic analysis.

Questions and Responses

Question:

RELAPS5 is a computer code with a largely empirical basis for its closure relations.
Therefore, RELAP5 must be assessed against experimental data that is applicable to the
present analysis. Please provide the RELAP5 assessment that was performed that qualifies
it for the present application. Describe how the range of conditions in the experiments
correspond to the waterhammer conditions that might occur at Virgil Summer Nuclear
Station during an accident with LOOP. Consider both thermal/hydraulic as well as
geometrical considerations.
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Response:

SCE&G has very high confidence that the support loads and pipe stresses calculated through the
meticulous application of the RELAPS/MOD3 and PIPESTRESS computer codes bound the
conditions that would be experienced in the plant should a GL 96-06 waterhammer event occur.
References 1 and 2 (pp.20 through 23 and pp.24 through 30 respectively of this attachment) are
engineering papers showing that RELAP5/MOD3 can be successfully applied to conservatively
calculate hydrodynamic forces resulting from both two-phase and single-phase waterhammer
events. The RELAPS modeling techniques used in the fluid transient analyses performed for
VCSNS for GL 96-06 are similar to those applied in References 1 and 2. Furthermore, the cold
column-closure waterhammer event on the RBCU discharge piping that has been identified as the
bounding VCSNS waterhammer transient for GL 96-06 is almost identical to the normal transient
which occurs during SWBP quarterly testing and RBCU cooling supply transfer from IC to SW
cooling. Despite the relative frequency of this transient, no related damage to SW piping or
supports has ever been reported.

Reference 1 is a recent engineering paper presenting analysis results directly applicable to the use
of RELAP5/MOD3 for calculation of waterhammer loads for GL 96-06. The calculations were
based on piping loads calculated using the EPRI methodology (References 3 and 4) and RELAPS
(Reference 5) to simulate the hydraulic behavior of the system. The RELAPS generated loads
were compared to loads calculated using the EPRI GL 96-06 methodology. This evaluation was
based on a pressurized water reactor's Reactor Containment Fan Cooler (RCFC) coils thermal
hydraulic behavior during a LOOP and a LOCA. The paper concludes that the EPRI methodology
and the RELAPS5 calculations can be used to generate hydraulic loads for the RCFC system. The
RELAPS calculated hydraulic loads for this analysis produced larger loads than the loads
developed using the EPRI methodology. ‘

Reference 2 is a 1994 engineering paper documenting the acceptability of the default two-velocity
momentum equation option in the RELAP5/MOD3 computer program for the estimation of
hydrodynamic loads associated with steam safety relief valve discharge. A RELAPS analysis of
the EPRI/Combustion Engineering Safety Valve Test Loop Facility was performed and time-
dependent hydrodynamic forcing functions for the four pipe segments of the Combustion
Engineering (CE) Test Facility were developed. These forcing functions were subsequently used
in an elastic piping analysis model to estimate the resultant structural responses. The calculated
loads were then compared to the values from the original 1981 Test data (Dresser safety valve
Test 1017 with cold water loop seal). The results verify that RELAP5/MOD3 and the REFORC
post-processor can be used with confidence to calculate hydrodynamic forces for use in pipe
stress and support analysis. While the Safety Relief Valve (SRV) test cases were conducted at
significantly higher pressures than would occur for the GL 96-06 waterhammer scenarios, the CE
1017 test scenario is a cold water slug propelled down an empty 12-inch diameter discharge pipe.
Because of relief valve chatter the water slug is released incrementally and does not remain intact.
The hydrodynamic conditions are similar to the GL 96-06 waterhammer scenario at VCSNS in
which a cold water column is released into a voided (air-filled) 16-inch diameter RBCU return pipe
when containment isolation valve 3107A/B opens slowly over a 30 seconds stroke period. An
important conclusion from this study is that the RELAP5-computed forces become significantly
more conservative (by factors of 1.5 to 2.0) compared to the test data as the water slug is
accelerated down successive pipe segments. The Reference 2 analysis methodology is very
similar to the RELAP5-based waterhammer analyses performed for VCSNS for GL 96-06.
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Dynamic net axial forces were computed by calculating the total wave (momentum) force in each
pipe segment during each RELAP5 time step (maximum 0.0002 second). The net forces were
written to the RELAPS restart-plot file every 0.002 second after being processed through a lag
filter control function with a 0.002 second time constant. Because the VCSNS RBCU piping
lengths are much longer than the CE SRV test facility pipe segments, and because approximately
the same node length/diameter ratio is used for the VCSNS GL 96-06 analyses as was used for
the Reference 2 RELAP5 model, it is anticipated that the RELAP5-calculated forces for GL 96-06
have significant conservatism compared to forces that would be experienced in the actual plant
piping during GL 96-06 transient scenarios. The VCSNS RELAPS model for GL 96-06 contains
approximately 476 volumes for each RBCU train.

The bounding waterhammer scenario for GL 96-06 at VCSNS occurs as follows. The inside
containment RBCU cooling loops between containment isolation valves 3106A/B (RBCU supply)
and 3107A/B (RBCU return) is pressurized and filled with cold water from the IC System, the
normal cooling water supply for the RBCUs. The IC system contains a large accumulator tank that
passively maintains system pressure even when the IC pumps are unpowered following a LOOP".
The piping immediately downstream of valve 3107A/B is manually filled with air at atmospheric
pressure. The air vent.is accomplished by procedure whenever the SW supply to the RBCUs is
secured. Following a LOCA with coincident LOOP the Emergency Diesel Generators (EDGs) start
11.5 seconds after LOCA/LOOP. The SW pumps (SWPs) start and containment isolation valves
3111A/B and 3112A/B begin stroking closed over a 60 seconds stroke time to isolate the non-
safety IC system from the safety-related SW supply to the RBCUs. At 41.5 seconds after LOOP,
SWBP A/B starts and containment isolation valves 3106A/B and 3107A/B begin to stroke open.
Valve 3107A/B opens in approximately 30 seconds and 3106A/B opens in approximately 45
seconds.

Because gate valve 3107A/B in the RBCU return line has flow at a relatively high capacity early in
its opening stroke, the drain flow rate from the RBCU header temporarily exceeds the fill rate from

SWBP A/B (which is conservatnvely modeled to ramp to full flow over a period of 5 seconds.) The
drain flow causes vapor voids?® to develop in the 10-inch piping downstream of the RBCUs. No

attempt to credit steam cushioning is taken because, per References 3 and 4, the cold water
column collapse (LOOP only) scenario has been shown to bound the LOCA scenarios with steam
generation in the RBCUs®. The RELAP5 analysns predicts that moderate waterhammer forces due
to void collapse occur in the two 10-inch piping segments downstream of the RBCUs as the SWBP
refills the header inside containment. Meanwhile containment isolation valves 3106A/B and
3107A/B continue to stroke open and a third column-closure waterhammer occurs in the 16-inch
RBCU return piping outside containment. The severity of this column-closure event is mitigated by
the presence of the large air volume between the incident water column from valve 3107A/B and
the standing water column near orifice 99A/B and the 412-ft elevation floor penetration. The
incident water column is also broken up by flow element 4468/4498 and orifice 29A/B.

' No credit for the IC accumulator tank maintaining pressure is taken in the RELAP5 analysis.

2 Void formation is exacerbated in the RELAPS5 analysis because the fill/pressurization benefits of the IC
system are not included.

% |t should be understood that until valve 3107A/B begins to stroke open simultaneously with SWBP A/B
startup 41.5 seconds following LOCAJ/LOOP there is no possibility of steam generation in the RBCUs.
Fluid pressure in the RBCUs remains above the correspondmg saturation pressure for the UFSAR peak
containment temperatures for LOCA or MSLB.
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Question:

Identify any valves that are credited for preventingdrain-down or backflow in the system in
order to minimize the void size and to the extent this is applicable, discuss the specific seat
leakage assumptions that are credited in the analysis and describe periodic testing that is
performed in accordance with the IST program to assure that the seat leakage assumptions

remain valid.

Response:

On the discharge side of the RBCUs, following shutdown of SWBP A/B and transfer to IC, a
vacuum void downstream of valve 3107A/B is manually filled with air. This was noted in a previous
response and will be discussed further in the following responses. Once the vacuum is replaced
with air, no additional vacuum void formation or air in-leakage is expected as long as valve
3107A/B remains closed. The fluid and air will remain stable in equilibrium at a pressure of 1
atmosphere. When aligned with IC, the fluid pressure and volume upstream of valve 3107A/B is
maintained via a surge tank. Due to pressure differentials across the valve and the very small leak
path for the development of buoyant forces, any fluid leakage past valve 3107A/B will flow into the
void. In order to maintain equmbnum this leakage will essentially flow through the void to the SW
pond and not affect the air void, and is therefore acceptable.

On the supply side of the RBCUs, it has been proposed that during a LOOP or LOCA scenario,
voids could form in the piping as a result of water column drain back into the main SW system
header through two check valves (3137A/B and 3135A/B) and a normally closed butterfly valve
(3106A/B). The RBCUs are normally aligned to the IC system such that valve 3106A/B is closed.
Another proposed drain back path is to the closed-loop IC via the two check valves (3136A/B and
3137A/B).

To create a void in the RBCU inlet piping, it is necessary to remove enough cooling water to drain
the RBCUs and several segments of the 10" piping at the RBCU inlet. The RBCU cooling coil
volume is approximately 132 gallons. Considering the hypothetical case in which two pipe
segments adjacent to the RBCU inlet are voided due to drain back, the volume of the two pipe
segments is approxrmately 13 gallons and their lengths are 1.77 feet and 2.02 feet., respectively.
Conservatively assuming that only 50% of the RBCU volume needs to be drained before the inlet
piping begins to uncover, the total back-leakage through the check valves must approach
(50%)(132 gal) + 13 gal = 79 gallons over the time period for which back leakage would be a
concern.

The time period over which back-leakage may occur is a very important factor. The valve and
pump timing following LOOP (or LOOP/LOCA) is as follows.

0.0 sec Event Initiation, SWPs tripped due to assumed loss of offsite power.
1.5 sec ES actuation
11.5 sec EDG started and running, ready to accept loads from ES Sequencer. SWPs and
essential motor-operated valves (MOVs) are powered back up at this time.
Safety-related MOVs begin moving as necessary to safety positions, which is
“closed” for butterfly valve 3106A/B.
41.5 sec SWBP A/B starts. Simultaneously, valve 3106A/B begins to open.
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From the above time sequence we can easily conclude that the available time window for drain-
back is 41.5 seconds or less. The required leakage rate through the check valves and valve
3106A/B is (79 gal/41.5 seconds) 114.2 gpm, a very large and substantial leak rate. When the
SWARBP is not running, the pressure at the SWBP outlet is approximately 60 psig when the SWPs
are running. The elevation difference between the RBCUs and SWBPs is 107.6 feet, and the
associated water column head is 46.5 psi at 66°F. Thus, SWP pressure is more than sufficient
(with a 10+ psi margin) to keep the RBCUs filled and prevent back-leakage into the SW header.
The SWPs restart in the LOOP scenario at 11.5 seconds. Plant data traces from Emergency
Safeguards surveillance testing show that the SW header pressure is restored almost instantly
upon SWPs startup. Therefore, the time window for back-leakage through the SW system is not
41.5 seconds, but is actually only 11.5 seconds or less (depending on SWP coast down pressure
decay following LOOP). The required leakage rate to void the two pipe segments of interest over
11.5 seconds is 412 apm, a rate which is so large as to be considered clearly incredible through
two check valves in series and a normally closed butterfly valve. And if a leak path that large did
exist, the void would refill at low pressure from the SWPs before the SWBP starts at 41.5 seconds.
Therefore, void formation in the RBCU inlet piping due to back-leakage into the SW system is not
a viable concern for GL 96-06 at VCSNS.

If the leakage path is into the closed-loop IC system, we have to postulate a 114.2 gpm leak rate
into the system over 41.5 seconds to void the RBCU inlet piping. However, the IC system is a
closed-loop system with a pressurized surge tank. For back-leakage to occur from the RBCU
piping it is necessary to postulate rapid net leakage out of the IC system. The cover pressure in
the surge tank will resist transient inflow from RBCU drainage. Review of monthly plant chemistry
data reveals that the average maximum leak rate from the IC system is only 0.06 gpm. Thus, itis
impossible to achieve the required 114 gpm back-leakage into the IC system required to void even
a small portion of the RBCU inlet piping.

Question:

For the valves that are credited for preventing drain-down or backflow in the system as
identified i |n the draft response, discuss the specific seat leakage assumptions that are
credited in the analys:s and describe periodic testing that will be performed in accordance
with IST require ents to assure that the seat leakage assumptions will remain valid over
time (see the Southem Nuclear Operating Company response for the Vogtle plant dated
November 5, 2004 for an example).

Response:

As justified in the previous response, seat leakage is not considered in the analysis for the valves
credited for preventing RBCU drain-down or backfiow.

Valves 3137A/B, RB Cooling Unit Supply Header Valves perform an active safety function in the
OPEN position. These valves are normally open to allow IC flow to the RBCUs. During an
accident, the flow is automatically transferred to safety-related SW for cooling flow. These valves
open to supply flow from either source. Full flow ASME Code check valve testing is performed



Document Control Desk
Attachment

C-02-3455

RC-05-0204

Page 7 of 34

quarterly under STP-223.002A at a post accident minimum design basis flow of 2000 gpm. These
normally open valves are closed tested in accordance with ASME Code check valve testing
requirements each refueling outage under STP-230.006G.

Valves 3135A/B, Service Water Booster Pump Discharge Check Valves, are normally closed
valves that perform an active safety function in the OPEN position. These valves must open to
allow SW flow to the RBCUs. During an accident, the flow is automatically transferred to safety-
related SW for cooling flow, by SWBP auto start, discharge valve opening and isolation of IC fiow.
Full flow ASME Code check valve testing is performed quarterly under STP-223.002A at a post
accident minimum design basis flow of 2000 gpm. The valves are provided with an adjustable
dashpot which controls the opening and closing speed of the disc for prevention of waterhammer.
In the closed position, the valve prevents the diversion of IC into the SW system. This is an
operational function, since IC is not a safety-related system. These normally closed valves are
closed tested quarterly in accordance with ASME Code check valve testing requirements under

STP-223.002A. -

Question:

It is stated that in the future the severity of postulated waterhammer events will be reduced
by the injection of air into the service water piping and that system operating procedures
have been revised to require air injection after system realignment. Please provide the
following information concerning the air injection system:

a. Provide drawings of the service water system showing the location of the injected air
pocket relative to the location of the postulated waterhammer. Demonstrate the
injected air will flow into any steam space caused by LOOP, LOOP/MSLB or
LOOP/LOCA.

Response:

Figure 1 (p.19 of this attachment) shows the Iocations: of the voids and the predicted waterhammer
sites for RBCU Train A. Steam voiding in the VCSNS RBCUs does not occur for GL 96-06
scenarios because the fluid pressure in the RBCU coils remains above the saturation pressure
corresponding to LOCA peak containment temperature until after SWBP startup.

Following shutdown of SWBP A/B and reahgnment to IC a vacuum void forms due to fluid column
gravity dralnage downstream of valve 3107A/B, the containment isolation valve on the RBCU
return piping to the SW pond. Compressed air is: injécted into the vacuum void by the Operations
staff in accordance with plant procedures such that the void is filled with air at a pressure of
approximately 1 atmosphere The air is supplied viaa plant air hose (connected only during the fill
procedure) and remains trapped between valve 3107A/B and the downstream standing water
column until the next time SWBP A/B is started and the associated RBCUs are placed on SW
cooling. This relatively large air volume (extending for apprOXImater 119 feet of the 12-inch
diameter pipe) cushions the column collapse waterhammer event that analysis predicts could
occur following SWBP A/B startup and opening of valve 3107A/B. The waterhammer is projected
to occur when the incident water flow from valve 3107A/B reaches the standing water column near
flow orifice 99A/B. Figure 1 shows the location of the air volume and column collapse
waterhammer locations predicted by analysis.



Document Control Desk
Attachment

C-02-3455

RC-05-0204

Page 8 of 34

Regarding the potential for steam formation in the RBCUs from LOCA/MSLB coincident with a
LOOP, the normal RBCU cooling water supply is via the IC system. The IC system is a closed
loop design with a pressurized expansion tank and relief valves. Valves 3106A/B and 3107A/B are
normally closed, isolating the SW cooling supply to the RBCUs. The VCSNS design basis does
not require the consideration of the seismic event occurring coincident with any other transient,
such as the LOCA/MSLB. Therefore, the passive function (structural integrity) of the IC system
outside containment can be relied upon after the occurrence of the LOCA/MSLB. The LOCA peak
containment temperature of approximately 260 °F (Reference: VCSNS FSAR) corresponds to a
saturation pressure (Psa;) of only 20 psig in the RBCU coils. This pressure is well below the
nominal RBCU internal fluid pressure of approximately 50 psig when aligned to the IC system and
is far below the RBCU thermal relief valve opening set points. Heat transfer to the RBCU coils will
stop when the coils reach 260 °F, and boiling/steam formation cannot occur if the fluid pressure in
the coils remains above 20 psig. Following a LOOP/LOCA and EDG startup, the containment
isolation valves for the IC cooling water supply to the RBCUs (valves 3110A/B, 3111A/B, and
3112A/B) begin to close at a rate of approximately 60 seconds for full stroke. During the 41.5-
seconds period between LOOP/LOCA and SWBP startup the expansion tank for the IC system
passively maintains fivid inventory and pressure in the RBCU coils well above 20 psig. Therefore,
steam formation in the RBCU caoils is not expected to occur. If for whatever reason the coil
pressure does drop below 20 psig, the volume of steam that can be generated is very small
because any steam expansion in a closed loop system will quickly drive the pressure back to
equilibrium Pg,; with the containment temperature. :

Question:

b. We understand that following a LOCA or MSLB with LOOP, the service water pumps will
be automatically loaded onto emergency power. During this time, a steam void might
have formed within the service water system which might cause waterhammer when the
service water pumps are restarted. Please discuss the means by which air injection will
be assured before the service water pumps are restarted. If the air is injected at an
earlier time, please discuss the means which will assure that the air remains present
and in the proper location.

Response:

The air injection is only required upon restoration of the RBCU cooling to the IC system, the
alignment for normal plant operations. Plant operating procedures have been revised to require
this injection during this restoration. After this restoration, additional air injection is not required
during normal operations. The injected air will remain in place due to the make up of differential
pressures between that inside the pipe and the ambient pressures outside the pipe.

As noted in the previous response, following shutdown of SWBP A/B and transfer to IC, a vacuum
void forms due to fluid column gravity drainage downstream of valve 3107A/B. Immediately after
this transfer, compressed air is then injected into the vacuum void by the Operations staff in
accordance with plant procedures such that the void is filled with air. The air is supplied via a plant
air hose (connected only during the fill procedure). The air remains trapped between valve
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3107A/B and the downstream standing water column until the next time SWBP A/B is started and
the associated RBCUs are placed on SW cooling. - The “injection” of air is merely for the
convenience of the Operation staff. Initially, VCSNS Engineering had specified the “venting” of the
piping to fill the vacuum with air. However, based on the size of the tubing to be used for this
“venting”, Operations staff concluded that an unreasonably long time would be required to assure
the system was completely filled with air. Therefore, a means to “inject” air into the piping to
speed up the process was developed and incorporated into plant procedures. Once the vacuum is
replaced with air, no additional vacuum void formation or air in leakage is expected as long as
valve 3107A/B remains closed. The fluid and air will remain stable in equilibrium at a pressure of
approximately 1 atmosphere. Any fluid leakage past valve 3107A/B will drain through the void to
the SW pond and not affect the air void.

'VCSNS is in process of developing a modification that will install vacuum relief valves downstream
of 3107A/B to eliminate the need for manual action to “vent” the p|p|ng

Question:

Describe the methodology by which structural piping and support loads were determined,
including a description of the load combinations that were applied.

Response:

Using the force time histories developed by the RELAP fluid hydraulic analysis as inputs, a
classical time history piping analysis was performed using the computer program PIPESTRESS to
determine pipe stress and pipe support loads.

VCSNS considers this waterhammer to be an upset event that does not require the inclusion of a
seismic event. VCSNS has applied the ASME Code, Section i, NC-3652 (1971 Edition through
Summer 1973 Addenda) stress limits for an upset condition to the piping and pipe support
qualifications. The following load combinations were used:

Pipe stress: 9U - Pressure + Deadweight + Waterhammer < 1.2 Sy
Pipe Support loads: Deadweight + Thermal Expansion + Waterhammer

Regulatory Guide 1.48 (Reference 6), with similar discussion in the VCSNS FSAR, states that for
piping the code limits for the faulted condition shall not be exceeded when piping is subjected to
concurrent loadings associated with the normal plant condition, the vibratory motion of the safe
shutdown earthquake (SSE) and the dynamic system loadings associated with the faulted plant
condition. Regulatory Guide 1.48 defines “the dynamic system loadings associated with the
faulted plant condition” as those dynamic loadings which resutlt from the occurrence of a
postulated rupture (e.g., complete severance or equivalent iongitudinal break area) of any reactor
coolant pressure boundary piping or of any other piping not a part of the reactor coolant pressure
boundary. Therefore, in terms of piping, the “LOCA” event to be combined with seismic is an
event associated only with the dynamic structural consequences of a pipe break. The
waterhammer loads in the SW piping need not be combined with the seismic loads if there is
reasonable assurance that the two events would not occur concurrently.
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An initiating event occurs which includes a LOCA or MSLB inside containment and a LOOP
happening concurrently which initalizes the ESFAS. For loads on piping systems, the earthquake
loads are combined with those from a LOCA. (Note: The VCSNS design basis does not require
the consideration of the seismic event occurring coincident with any other transient, such as a
LOCA. However, for conservatism, the loads on a structural piping system from a seismic event
are combined with the loads from a LOCA event.) After the intiating events, the EDGs are
energized and load sequencing is initialized which includes the transfer of RBCU cooling from the
IC system to the SW system. VCSNS design basis defines the duration of an SSE to be 20
seconds. Therefore, 20 seconds after the intiating event, the earhquake ceases. 41.5 seconds
after the initiating event, the SWBP A/B becomes energized and valve 3107A/B open restoring
cooling flow through the RBCUs. This would cause a collapse of the void in the SW pipe and the
consequential waterhammer as described in the above responses. This is depicted on the
following timeline:

Power
Restored;
SW Booster

MSLB/LOCA 41.5 Pumps 3107AB Water
and LOOP < seconds ~ % energized < opening I Hammer
opening occurs
I | | |
! B ' | |
 SSE  — 20 — Earthquake
earthquake seconds Ends

Therefore, the waterhammer loads do not need to be considered concurrent with the loads from
LOCA/MSLB plus earthquake in the piping analysis. VCSNS considers this waterhammer event to
be a separate event by itself that will always occur 41.5 seconds after an event causing the plant
to enter into the S| mode, or during switch over of RBCU cooling from the IC system to the SW
system which is permitted during normal operations and during surveillance testing. (Note:
VCSNS design basis does not require an earthquake to be considered concurrent with these
transfers in which the system is in limited operation.)

Conclusion

VCSNS believes that the current analysis as described above adequately qualifies the as built
piping and pipe supports of the RBCU discharge piping for the loads associated with the
waterhammer conditions described in GL 96-06. [t is noted that the VCSNS as-built SW piping
has experienced the GL 96-06 waterhammer event discussed herein many times over the twenty
three years of plant operation. During this time, no damage to the SW piping or pipe supports has
ever been reported.

Planned Modifications

VCSNS has initiated a plant modification that will significantly improve, if not eliminate, the
waterhammer condition associated with the GL 96-06 concerns. These changes are not required
to address any deficiencies in the ability of the plant to meet its current design and licensing
bases, but they will reduce operator burden and increase design margins. VCSNS is utilizing
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structural piping analysis that uses bounding fluid hydraulic force time histories developed by
RELAPS5 in the development of this modification. These changes are currently scheduled for
completion in RF-16 (October 2006). This modification will accomplish two changes to the current
plant configuration for SW discharge from the RBCUs. First, this modification will delay the
opening of valve 3107A/B upon start up of the SWBP A/B. This delay will allow SWBP A/B to build
up fluid momentum and full fluid flow prior to the opening of valves 3107A/B. This will prevent the
gravity drain-down of fiuid to the SW pond thereby preventing the creation of a vacuum void, i.e.,
the second void on Figure 1 will not develop. Preventing creation of this void reduces piping and
support loads. Second, the modification will install vacuum relief valves downstream of valves -
3107A/B which will automatically fill with air any void formed at this location due to gravity drain-
down to the SW pond (first void on Figure 1). These vacuum relief valves will preclude the
requirement to manually fill the vacuum void with air whenever the SW supply to the RBCUs is
secured. They will provide assurance that air will always be present in the void. The combined
affects of these two modifications will reduce the waterhammer loads in the piping to very low
levels.

Question:

Confirm that the proposed plant modifications for resolving the GL 96-06 waterhammer
issue will satisfy all applicable criteria that have been established for safety-related
applications (e.g., seismic, single failure, environmental qualification, power supplies) and
that the requirements of 10 CFR 50, Appendix B are fully applicable. Also, describe
Technical Specification Requirements that will be established to assure operability.

Response:

Station Administrative Procedure SAP-133, "Design Control/Implementation and Interface”,
controls plant modifications implemented at VCSNS. This procedure is governed by 10CFR50,
Appendix B. Design input considerations are evaluated for Appendix B requirements, FSAR
Section 17.2 (Quality Assurance) commitments, and Technical Specifications, Section 6.5
(Technical Review and Control). The VCSNS Moadification Program also satisfies ANSI N45.2.11-
1974, “Quality Assurance Requirements for the Design of Nuclear Power Plants”. Engineering
Services procedure ES-455, "Design Control: Plant Modification” and procedure ES-454, “Design
Control: Plant Enhancement” address initiation, design considerations, design reviews,
implementation, and documentation of VCSNS plant modifications. SAP-107, “10CFR50.59
Review Process” additionally controls plant changes, where applicable.

There are existing Technical Specification surveillance requirements on the RBCUs and the plant
systems, structures, and components that interface with the RBCUs. SCE&G considers these
existing requirements sufficient based on our plant design and, therefore, plans no additional
Technical Specification requirements.
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Question:

Establish a regulatory commitment to complete any actions that remain, such as plant
modifications and TS changes, along with the scheduled completion dates.

The planned modifications will be implemented during VCSNS refueling outage RF-16 and are
projected to be complete by December 31, 2006. No other actions are identified for this issue.

Question:

As requested in Section 3.3 of the staff"s safety evaluation dated April 3, 2002, that
approved the use of the proposed methodology in EPRI Technical Reports 1003098 and
1006456 for resolving the GL 96-06 waterhammer issue, please provide certification that
plant-specific considerations are consistent with the risk perspective that was provided by
EPRI in a letter dated February 1, 2002, and included as an enclosure to these technical
reports.

Response:

Assuming that the planned system modifications have been made, the following is an assessment
of the risk to the plant of the application of RELAP5/MOD3 using as a basis the assessment
provided by EPRI in a letter dated February 1, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as Reference 7). A
review of the “progression” of events that could lead to an unacceptable condition is listed. For the
purposes of this evaluation, the “unacceptable condition” following a LOOP/LOCA event will be
defined as a breach of the service water system pressure boundary. The events are as follows.

1. Occurrence of a LOCA or MSLB - Discussion same as that noted in Reference 7.

2.  Occurrence of a LOOP following a LOCA or MSLB - Discussion same as that noted in
Reference 7.

3. Occurrence of a Simultaneous LOCA/LOOP Event - Discussion same as that noted in
Reference 7. :

4. Void Formation - A void will form in the SW return piping outside containment due to fiuid
gravity drain. This void is air-filled (because of the new vacuum breaker), is the normal
configuration, and exists whenever the upstream containment isolation valve (3107A or
3107B) is closed. No significant v0|d|ng will occur in the RBCU piping upstream of
3107A/B.

5. Pump Restart - The pumps will restart with certainty and the velocity of the fiuid in the
pipe, immediately prior to closing the void, is defined by the dynamic pressure in the void,
the piping geometry (losses from wall friction and fittings such as valves, elbows, tees,
and orifices) and the pump characteristics. This un-cushioned* closure velocity has been

* Meaning the assumed amount of entrained air in the flow from the SWBP is so small as to be insignificant.
The sonic velocity is approximately 5000 feet per second for the subcooled upstream water column.
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calculated by RELAP5/MODS3. As noted in responses to other NRC questions, the
RELAP5-based closure velocities and associated segment forces are considered
conservative because they are substantially higher than what was experienced in the
plant for one of the analyzed transient scenarios (see response to previous question).
The liquid flow velocity downstream of valve 3107A/B, when the pipe is running full,
peaks at about 5.25 feet per second. Because of the 30 seconds opening time of valve
3107A/B, and the flow orifice 29A/B immediately downstream, the incident water column
is disorganized (mixed) as it encounters the air mass between valve 3107A/B and the
standing water column. Because the standing water column is receding (draining) while
the vacuum breaker is open, the effective relative velocity between the incident water
column and the receding column is quite small.

6. Column-closure - Discussion same as that noted in Reference 7.

7. Maximum Waterhammer Pressure - Application of the Joukowski correlation to the
incident water columns downstream of valve 3107A/B results in very low calculated
pressures (typically 25 psi or less increase) because the mixture density is low, the sonic
velocity is very low because of the two-phase conditions, and because the slow valve
opening time of approximately 30 seconds causes the velocity differentials to be
comparatively low. It should be noted, however, that the calculated segment forces were
computed not on the analyzed pressure rise, but on the net segment wave force from the
total momentum equation. The transient force in each pipe segment is the sum of the
liquid total mass-acceleration and vapor mass-acceleration over each 0.0002 second
time step. In RELAPS, the mass-acceleration force is computed from the rate of change
of the mass rates for each volume. Where the liqguid mass rate for a volume is:

The time-derivative (differend) of the quantity: liquid density (rhof) x volume liquid
velocity (velf) x liquid fraction (voidf) x volume size (vvol).

The same computation is performed for the vapor phase, for all volumes in each
(straight) pipe segment. The computation is performed for each RELAPS time step, and
then smoothed using a lag function with a 0.002 second time constant to ensure that no
numerical force peaks are clipped or lost between the 0.002 second minor-edit write
intervals required for the piping analysis.

It is this conservative approach that helps ensure the design-basis RELAPS5 force-time
history data bounds what is experienced in the actual plant during safeguards testing.

8.  Cushioned Waterhammer — No credit was taken for cushioning effects® due to air
entrained in solution with the SW source water. In the RELAPS analysis only a trace
amount of non-condensable air was added to the SW supply, to facilitate phase
calculation stability when the incident subcooled water encounters the large air volume
from the vacuum breaker. The non-condensable quality of the SW supply in the RELAPS
model is 1.0E-8 at 95°F. The resulting code-calculated sonic velocity in the liquid-filled
pipe sections was approximately 5000 feet per second.

5 Note that “Cushioned Waterhammer” as used in the EPRI methodology refers to a reduction in the
waterhammer pressure rise when non-condensable gas is dissolved in solution in the SW supply. The
pressure reduction is due principally to the decrease in sonic velocity because of the presence of dissolved
gas. Cushioning in the EPRI methodology is not the force-reduction effect that occurs when a large air
volume is trapped between the incident water columns.
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9. Likelihood of an Unacceptable Event - Discussion same as that noted in Reference 7
except the use of RELAPS/MOD3 replaces the use of the EPRI User's Manual and the
Technical Basis Report. The discussion therefore reads: leen the low probability
(10”%/year) of the initiating events and the low probability (10 ) of piping failure, the use of
the methodology using RELAP5/MOD3 will lead to a likelihood of an unacceptable event
that is on the order of 10”. Again, for the purposes of this evaluation, the “unacceptable
event” following a LOOP/LOCA event is taken as a breach of the SW system pressure
boundary. The probability of 107 for this event is below the threshold for significant risk
to the plant. Use of the methods employing RELAP5/MOD3, therefore, will not
compromise the safety of the plant for the systems within the bound provided by the
RELAP5/MOD3 analysis. The methodology should be accepted as recommended.

The change in risk introduced by the use of RELAP5/MOD3 and the method employed is not
significant and the methods do not lead to an unacceptable plant risk following a LOOP/LOCA
event. Hence, from a risk-informed perspective, the methods proposed are adequate for the
plant-specific application for resolution of the GL 96-06 issues.

Additional Discussion Pertaining to VCSNS System Performance

Other Waterhammer Condition in SW piping not directly related to the GL 96-06 waterhammer
condition: _

As noted previously, it is assumed that the GL 96-06 waterhammer condition occurs when the
plant is operating in its normal alignment with the RBCUs aligned with the IC system for
cooling. During the effort to address the GL 96-06 waterhammer, another waterhammer
scenario was identified. This waterhammer is postulated to occur during the time that the
RBCUs are aligned with the SW system and a LOOP occurs. This alignment of the RBCUs is
not a normal alignment. The RBCUs are aligned to the SW system only during quarterly
testing, IC system maintenance and during refueling outages. In addition, this waterhammer
condition is simulated in the plant every outage during safeguards testing. No anomalies of
the piping or supports have ever been observed due to this waterhammer. However, SCE&G
has incorporated the piping loads of this waterhammer into the plant design basis and has
performed an analysis of the condition. Even though the actual waterhammer results in no
anomalies of the pipe supports, this analysis predicted the presence of very high loads on pipe
supports. SCE&G has developed interim measures and has scheduled the implementation of
a plant modification to reduce these loads to levels that are analytically acceptable. This
waterhammer condition, the interim measures and the plant modification for mitigation are at

issue in the following RAls.

Question:

Explain why the scenario with the safety-related service water system aligned to provide
cooling for the RBCUs at the onset of the postulated accident does not result in a more
severe waterhammer event, or otherwise establish appropriate restrictions in the Technical
Specifications on use of the service water system for RBCU cooling during normal plant

operation.
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Response:

The scenario with the safety-related SW system aligned to provide cooling for the RBCUs at the
onset of the postulated accident does result in a more severe waterhammer event than the
waterhammer resulting from the GL 96-06 scenario described in the preceding review discussion.
The RBCUs are typically aligned with the SW system during quarterly surveillance tests, IC system
maintenance and during plant outages. If a LOOP were to occur during this alignment, as noted in
the review discussion (page 1 of 34), from the time of LOOP, it will take approximately 41.5
seconds for the EDGs to start and the ESFAS sequencing to complete. After which the SWBPs
will energize.During this 41.5 seconds, the column of fiuid in the piping downstream of the RBCUs
will gravity drain-down to the SW pond (Refer to Figure 2, p.33 of this attachment). This will form
a large void in the piping. Upon SWBP re-start and the commencing of fluid flow, the void will
rapidly collapse creating a significant waterhammer. Comparative analysis using RELAP5/MOD3
has shown that the waterhammer event from this scenario to be of greater severity by several
magnitudes than that of the GL 96-06 scenario previously described.

In order to mitigate the affects of this waterhammer on the piping system, VCSNS has adopted a
two-phase approach. The first is an interim phase that provides adminitrative and procedural
controls over the use of the SW system for cooling to the RBCUs. The second is a modification to
change valve closing and opening times and their coresponding initiating logic to permanently
eliminate the waterhammer concerns. This modification is scheduled for implementation during
RF16 in the fall of 2006. These two phases are discussed in detail in the following paragraphs.

In the first phase until the plant modification is implemented, the procedure for SW system
operation, SOP-117, "Service Water System", has been revised to include a special set of initial
conditions prior to aligning the system to the RBCUs. These conditions are intended to minimize
the risk for a LOOP during the SW alignment, minimize the time duration the RBCUs are aligned
to the SW system and to remind operations of the potential for a waterhammer in the event of a
LOOP. These intial conditions are summarized as follows:

e In Modes 1 through 4, SW shall only be supplied to the RBCUs, when one or more of the
following conditions are met:
a. Post Accident or High Containment Pressure Conditions.
b. Loss of Non-ESF power.
c. LossofliC.
d. During testing.

¢ In Modes 1 through 4, when SW is being supplied to the RBCUs, all the following
conditions shall be met: '

a. No planned work is allowed in the switchyard.

b. The dispatcher confirms that no transmission system work is planned that would
decrease the reliability of the off site power supplies. )

c. There is no severe weather predicted in South Carolina for the expected duration of
the testing.

d. If for surveillance testing or post maintenance testing, the testing has been
approved as if it were a (Yellow) MODERATE Risk Activity.

e. [f for any other reason, the testing has been approved as if it were an (Orange)
ELEVATED Risk Activity.
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The second phase requires the implementation of a plant modification in the fall of 2006. This
modification will include (Refer to Figure 3, p.34 of this attachment):

The replacement of gate valve 3107A/B with a fast closing butterfly valve that closes in
seven seconds upon de-energizing of SWBP A/B. The fast valve closure will trap water in
the high points above the valve and prevent void formation from gravity drain-down of the
water to the SW pond. This will prevent any waterhammer event that would have occurred
upon re-energizing the SWBPs and a consequential rapid collapse of the void.

The addition of vacuum relief valves downstream of valve 3107A/B. These valves will
replace with air any vacuum void downstream of closed valve 3107A/B that may be formed
due to gravity drain-down of water to the SW pond. Upon the opening of valve 3107A/B
and the re-start of SWBP A/B, the air in the piping will act as a cushion to minimize any
waterhammer affects that could occur at that time. In addition, these relief valves will
eliminate the need for operations to manually vent the piping downstream of valve 3107A/B
immediately after the transfer of RBCU cooling from the SW system alignment to the IC
system as noted in the preceding review discussion and discussed in following question
responses.

The opening logic of valve 3107A/B will be modified to have a 5 seconds delayed opening
after SWBP A/B start. The delayed start of the valve opening will assure that additional
void formation in the RBCU piping inside containment will not occur upon re-energizing the
SWBP. : '

NOTE: The addition of vacuum relief valves and the delayed opening time at the valve
3107A/B location also help to mitigate the GL 96-06 waterhammer condition and are taken
credit for as such. '

Fiuid hydraulic analysis using RELAP5/MOD3 and pipe stress analysis using the computer
program PIPESTRESS have concluded that these modifications will largely eliminate the
potential for waterhammer in the RBCU piping.  The analysis concludes that the post
modification waterhammer loads on the piping develop stresses in the piping that are well
below the ASME Code allowables.

Question:

Assuming that the planned system modifications have been made, describe the results of a
comparative analysis using analytical methods that have been approved by the NRC for this
purpose (i.e., EPRI methodology or NUREG/CR-5220) that demonstrates that the RELAP

results are conservative for the worst-case waterhammer location that was identified by the

RELAP analysis.
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Response:

VCSNS Technical Specification surveillance requirement 4.8.1.1.2.g.4 states: “Each EDG shall be
demonstrated operable at least once every 18 months by simulating a loss of offsite power by
itself...” VCSNS surveillance test procedure STP-125.017, "Diesel Generator 'A’ Loss of Offsite
Power Test", contains the operating instructions that are conducted to demonstrate compliance
with this requirement. These instructions, performed each refueling outage, have as an initiating
condition the alignment of the SW system to the RBCUs followed by a simulated LOOP.
Therefore, this test simulates exactly the waterhammer condition described in Figure 2. Since
initial plant operations, at least ten of these surveillance tests have been conducted. This means
that the piping and pipe supports have been subjected to these waterhammer loads at least ten
times. Waterhammer within the SW piping during these tests have been reported. However, the
severity of the actual waterhammer has not been of the magnitude to cause any concemn. This
past refueling outage (May 2005) a walk down of the SW piping and pipe supports downstream of
the RBCUs was conducted. The intent was to provide assurance that no damage existed in the
piping or pipe support components. During this walk down, particular attention was drawn to
welded attachments, support rods and support pins for any signs of deformation. In addition,
observations were made at pipe welds and fittings for any indications of cracked or flaking paint
and at pipe supports for paint rubbed off piping indicating recent pipe motion. No visible
anomalies were found. This provided assurance that the actual waterhammer event occurring
during each surveillance test was developing acceptable loads within the piping. However, the
RELAP5/MOD3 fluid hydraulic analysis (for the Figure 2 scenario) has predicted very high
waterhammer loads, loads that would create forces on pipe supports that would easily create
deformation in many pipe support components. Therefore, the surveillance tests have provided
empirical evidence that the waterhammer loads developed by the RELAP5/MOD3 analysis are
very conservative and demonstrate that RELAP5/MOD3 is the appropriate tool to be used in
predicting the waterhammer loads for the design of the structural piping system.
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ABSTRACI‘

-+ The purpose of this papcr isto prescm the results of the Reactor
- Containment Fan Cooler (RCFC) system piping load
calculations. These calculations are based on piping loads
. calculated using the EPRI methodology (Refs. 1 & 2) and
RELAPS (Ref. 3) to simulate the hydraulic behavior of the
" system. The RELAPS generated loads were compared to loads
* calculated using the EPRI GL 96-06 methodology. This
~ evaluation was based on a pressurized water reactor’s RCFC
* coils thermal hydraulic behavior during a Loss of Offsite
Power (LOOP) and a loss of coolant accident (LOCA). The
RCFC consist of two banks of service water and chill water
“coils. There are S SX and 5 chill water coils per bank.
Thercfore, theré are 4 RCFC units inthe containment with 2 -
banks of coils per RCFC. Two Service water pumps provide

! ~ ‘coolant for the 4 RCFC units (8 banks total, 2 banks per RCFC

unitand 2 RCFC umts pcr pump)

Following a LOOP/LOCA condmon, the RCFC fans would
coast down and upon being rcencrgxzcd would shift to low-
speed operation. The fan coast down is anticipated to occur

very rapidly due to the closure of the exhaust damper as a result
of LOCA pressurization effects. The service water flow would -

also coast down and be restarted in approxlmately 43 seconds

after the initiation of the event. The service water would drain o

from the RCFC coils dunng the pump shutdown and once the
pumps restart, water is qmckly forced into the RCFC conls -
o causmg hydraulic loading on the piping. Because of this :
. scenario and the potential fof over stressmg the piping,an =
cvaluation 4 was performed by the utility using RELAPS to' .
* assess the | pnpmg loads. Subsequeént to the hydraulic Ioads
being analyzed using RELAPS, EPRI lhrough GL 96-06 -

1. . pipingsystem. This paper presents the results of using the -

EPRI methodology and RELAPS to pcrl'orm lhermal hydrauhc o .
. . "best ‘estimatc™..system code suitable for the analysis of all

"'+ transients and postulatod accidents in Light Water Reactor

load calculauons and comparcs lhcm

Kevin RamsdehlExelon Nucléar )
Mechanical Engineering, LLC
*'4300 Winfield Road )
. Warrenville, IL 60555 .

Phone: 630 657-3892 , Fax: 630 657-4328

e-mail: Keym ramsden@exeloncorp com ~

NOMENCLATURE ;
EPRI= Elcctnc l’ower Racarch lnsmutc
CIWH - Condensation Induced Waterhammer
LOCA - Loss of Coolant Accident ™ .
MSLB - main Steam Line Break
RCFCs = Reactor Containment Fan Coolers
SX - Emcrgcncy Scrvncc Water Systcm ’

INTRODUC!' 10N

‘Following either a Loss of Coolant Accndcnt (LOCA) ora Mam .
", Steam Line Break’ (MSLB) concurrent with a Loss of Offsite
Power (LOOP), pumps that supply’ cooling ‘water to reactor
- containment fan coolers (RCFCs) and fans that supply air to

RCFCs will lcmporanly lose power. Cbolmg water flow will

stop due to the loss of pump head. Bonlmg may occur in RCFC -
tubes, causing stcam bubbles to form in RCFCs and pass into. | -
the attached piping, creating steam voids. "As service water =~ - -
pumps restart, accumulated steam in the fan cooler tubes and

" . piping will condensc and the pumped water can produce a’.
" watethammer when ‘the void closes. .
= .- introduced’ by ‘such -a waterhammer event could potentially | -
L challenge the ‘integrity and function of RCFCs and associated
“ cooling ‘watér * system components
s chulatory Commlssmn (NRC) Generic Letter 96-06 identified :
K potcntlal issues . for watcrhammcr “effects’ durmg postulated .
_-events 'that 'can cause potential ‘damage ‘to “service water
C systems ‘In résponse to GL 96-06, the Electric Power Research -
“." " Institute (EPRI) and the nuclear powcr plant owncrs developed -
" . " methodologies * to - evaluate - these * events.
) S mcthodologles arc prcsented in Rcfcrcnccs I and 2
S provtdcd another methodology to assess loads on the RCFC SR

‘Hydrodynamic loads

* The' " US. " Nuclear .

The EPRl

:"Anothcr melhodology used by the ut:lnty was 1o calculatc thc:

hydraulxc loads using RELAPS (Ref. 3). RELAPS/MOD3 isa -

(LWR) systcms, ‘as well as'the full range of operauonal
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transients. RELAPS can'also be uscd to model piping systems'
" that contain two-phase and sub cooled liquid.

'homogeneous and non-equthbnum model for the two-phase
_system that is solved by a fast, partially implicit numerical
' schcme to perrmt economrcal calculatnon of system transtents

_ The RCFC system was modeled using RELAPS and hydmuhc

" . forcing functions were. developed from thesc ‘analyses. The .

RELAPS model was initialized using option 4 to include a

- small amount of air in the fluid. The fraction was kept as small .

-as possible, typically Iess than 25% of what could be dissolved’
in the fluid. The main reason for the air was not'to get

cushioning effects, but’ rather’ to prevent negative pressures
_ from terminating the computer run during spiking bchavior. - -

© - Draindown of the RCFC system was determined dynamically
by modelmg the boundary conditions of pump coast down’

“simultaneous with LOCA tempcratures and heat transfer effects

“on the fan coolers using RELAPS.’ “The boundary conditions

and modeling assumpttons were selected to maximize the void =~ - ) R .
. The schemattc of the RCFC/SX system is shown in Frgure 3.0

. The destgnatron on l"lgure 3 refers -to the same desrgnatron
' »-'presented in Ref. 1 for an open loop system (See Figure 7-1 of -
“Ref.’1). The' desrgnatton of ¢ represents the’ front ‘edge of the C
“void and: d represents the back edge of the vord “The void is -~
contamed in"the volume of the fan cooler unit (fcu) and the - .-
- attached piping including the 107 riser. The feu is represented
" in this case as 5 coils (1/2 of 1 RCFC umt) ‘The flow path isas -~
. follows: h
»header prpe into a 20™, which is desrgnated as the- pump o
location. : From the 36 x 20 te¢, the flow travels 244 35°t0a.
20" x 16”, which is desngnated as point a. From point a, the " .
" flow travcls through a 16™ pipe for.138. 85" to’ the first ﬂowi_ i

_crcation and maximize the potential for dynamic effects on SX

_pump restart.” A postprocessor was developed and used to .-

< calculate the " forces ‘ from 'RELAPS generated pressure,
" 'densities, fluid velocity and user provrded areas. The RELAPS
' nodal dnagram for the RCFC is shown in l‘rgure 1.

, anurel RELAPS Nodal Dragram _'

s . .. .
: wmnﬁuum c—‘ hed
’ . ”mmimmwu

A mscussrow

* {The purpose of this paper isto provrde a companson of thennal

The one .
‘dimensional ' RELAP5/MOD3 "code is based on 'a non--'

A dlagram ofthe RCFC system is shown in I‘rgure 2, The .
- RCFC consist of two banks of service water and chill water i .
 coils. Thereare s SX and § chill water coils per bank." S
. Therefore, there are 4 RCFC units in the contamment wrth 2
" banks of coils per RCFC. Two Service water pumps provndc R
.coolant for the 4 RCFC units (8 banks total, 2 banks per RCFC
- unit and 2 RCFC units per pump). In normal operatton, both s
“'sets of coils have a flow, and the RCFC fan is operatingina’
" high speed mode. Following a LOOPILOCA condltlon, thc
- fans would coast down and upon bemg rcenerglzed would

shift to low-specd operation, The fan coast down is antrcnpated '

o occur very rapidly due to the closure of thc exhaust damper L
- as aresultof LOCA pressurization éffects. The exhaust . ’
" dampers would also have the effect of trappmg air, creating a -
“low flow, or an upswept zone around the coils that would not . "

" favor condensation.” The SX flow would also coast downand .
~be restarted in approxlmately 43 seconds after the initiationof - -
__the event.”The chill water would not be’ restarted in'a typrcal
: dcsngn basrs ucctdent scenario, . .

Water leaves SX° pump and’ branches from a36”

split mto a 10” riser going to the 5. fcu coils."At this point,

.- whichis destgnatcd as point b, the flow is split by Veto %, with "~
"V of the flow gomg down the 10" riser and feedmg the 5 coils .

: and the remaining % flow steam procecdmg to the other halfof ~

- the RCFC 2D and to RCFC 2B. The point designiated as c is "

ocated in the 10 “ riser at 17, 75" below the 16” x 10" split -

esignated as point b. The 10" riser evenly distributes the flow . -

.:th'r'ough the 5 coils through 4™ pipcs that tee from the 10” riser. : -

‘ These 47 prpcs run in parallel and are reduced to 3” pipes,* :-

- whichgo into a coil.” The pomt dcsrgnated as c IS the front e

;edgeofhevmd E A , AN

B Vhydmuhc load calculations based on‘using EPRI methodology .~

(Ref. 1 &°2) and “using.RELAPS ‘simulator to determineé the * -
‘hydraulic Ioads of the RCFC system subsequent toa LOOPand -
a LOCA. ' This paper discusses the results of the evaluation of .~
Reactor Contamment Fan Cooler (RCFC) coils thermal "~

hydraulic behavior during a LOOP/LOCA usmg the EPRI GL
96-06 methodology and RELAPS.

2 - Copyright © by ASME
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Figure 2 RCFC SYSTEM . closes. Thls nsmg pressure travels upstream and downstream
: ; : from the ‘closure location. As the pressure pulse encounters

area changes,,a portion of the original pressure wave is

reflected | back toward the closure location. © The reflected

posmvc or. negatwe manner. If the refléction comes from an

expansron then it will have a negative magnitudc and cause the -

oncoming ‘pressure to be reduced. The peak pressure will be -
chpped" if the reflection reaches the closure location before

) evaluated in this paper, the distance from the’ pressure pulse to -’

clipping :iis expected Ref. 1 has provided ‘ guidance for.
Adetenmmng pressure. chppmg Since References 1 and 2 are-
“proprietary . documems only the fi nal results wrll be presentcd .

) sure is checked for cllpplng usmg Table 5-3 of‘* "
Referénce’ l “Point “a” is checked (See Flgure 3) The pnmary ’

(Led ) release ‘of non-cor\densables to calculatc the cushioned
: velocrty, ‘determine the pressure pulse’ shape, . detenmne the

- hammer to be chpped (ie., rcduced) based on the speed of the -

The steps that are specified by the EPRI methodology are: 1) *of expansion. : In’ addition; the pressure pulse is cushloned by o
. Evaluate the System, 2) Mode! Systcm Hydraulics, 3) L, the non-condensables in the water s R
Determine Condensatlon Induced Waterhammer (ClWH’) )
magmtude, 4) Determine Potential Closure Locations, and 5) - The unc |pped p[ggsurc is 126 ps] and the CllPPCd prcssure -
. Determine Column Closure Waterhammer (CCW") Magmtude pulse is'64 psi.. The system prcssure is ‘added to this value. “:
and Pulsc Characteristics. . A Lo - The resultant pressure pulses using the EPRI mythology with -

- jijgcushlomng and non-cushlon effects consndered are presented in -
'Aanure4 : .

FlgUre 3 Schemahc of RCFC Accordmg to EPRl R
Methodology ’ o

.RELAPSl was used to s:mulate lhe LOOPILOCA cvcnt The n
ressure ’ pulse calculated : from ‘the- RELAPS * sirhulation is

~pulse from the RELAPS calculatron is slightly larger than the - -
"pressure’ pulses calcula!cd usmg the EPRJ methodology :

-'.To evaluate the loads on the prpmg systcm, lt was assumed that

< PA represented the force on the piping system. - Figure 6 shows
“that_hydraulic load .of the RELAPS pulse is greatcr ‘than the
' hydmuhc load of thc EPRI pulses : :

:The most sngml’ cant aspect ‘of the calculanon usmg the [ZPRl :
methodology was’ detenmnmg the peak pressure pulse. The .
peak pressure pulse is affected by pressure reflections from
other obstruction downstream from the -initial pressure pulse.
During a column closure event, the pressure rises as the void

Copyright © by ASME

pressure ‘wave will add to the -pressiire it encounters in a’ A

- the: pressure peaks. In the case of the RCFC pressure pulse .

“the expansron at point “b”.is only 17.75°, . therefore ‘pressure o

- factors used to calculate the peak pressure are: length of void . .

pressure pulse ‘maghnitude, rise time and peak pressure duration, s
_and detérmine reflective pressure wave. “From these clements,

" -'the clipped pcak pressure can be’ deterrmned -The pressure'j;
reflection from the first major expansmn in the piping system B
_will ‘cause ‘the "initial. prcssure wave created from the water ::5'3

fectron wave to and from the major expansron and the degree -

‘fshown in Flgure 5. As you can see from Figure 5, the pressure L
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igire ,‘4'5Pr¢§§qré'Pﬁisc‘U§§ng EPRi Me_ih:o:dblégy

“loads for the RCFC system ‘The RELAPS calcnlated hydraulic:
~loads for :this ‘analysis” ‘produced larger loads. than' the loads
:‘developed using ‘the’ EPRI methodology. The ‘reason that
; RELAPS results produced a larger load was due to the '

20 SS De«:emher 2001
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;thesctyptsofpmblam,tomgxtmthquahﬁmbcns(kcﬂﬁ
Thc current release ofthe code is REIAPWOIB A number of
. imiprovements_have been made ‘since the initial MODI release.
- Significant for hydrodynamic load analysis was the implementationof
. separate vapor and liquid junction calculations. RELAPS/MOD! used - = o
- combined velocity for both phases. The single velocity calculation -
- produces larger lxydmdynaxmcloadsmdmnmnsmmputopﬂmm“

RE!APSIMOD3 ~properly applied, can provide conservative - oo CE SRV TGSt Faclllty UYWt
'-hydmdemcloads for-input into “real-world™ piping support design, - | (Courtesy Electric Power Research Inst:tute)
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i RELAPBIMODS Model of cE Test Facility fo

__.;.’-‘DataﬁmeET&lO"ﬁaDn:sa’mode!BlMsafdyvalvcm
selected. for the benchmark. The Dresser valve ‘fest ‘was selected
’bewxsc(l)medataobtnmedﬁmmmﬂm'hwtwasmn“
donnnmtad.mﬂ&)&cﬁuwapautyoﬂhsvalvcwasmﬂarb’

véhmgemddwmspeuﬁéd.mssneuma‘stb:mxphpmvm»

ﬁw]tmcumcmholcpummﬂ\cmlanatedhy&auhcﬁxm
3, and #4 are noticeably lower when

0.0

SE
T

”’l‘l L] ' l I’l ' vl

Valve Stem Posit

Tme (Seconds)

:iﬁs;fms 07 N9 nj 23|

Flgure 2 Modeling Valve Stem Dynamics RS

”3m;?fms’ m7.”m9
A _Time (Seconds)

4 Figure 3- SRV Outlet Pressure (PT-OB)
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.“single’ velocity. mehm nptmn is ‘used for all’ dwmsueam ‘piping
:Jmmhaxs,thcfammybes@iﬂmﬂym-pmdidedﬁrsegmmm
wﬂamyﬁmﬂmmv.wmformﬁmdﬁ;
: (FigmuGand?)MM;udmwsuseofﬁ:etwoweloutqum

Chcam agnxﬁcmﬂym&mcﬁwmhﬁedﬁxmmdowm&mmppmg:
.awayﬁ'cmthCSRV ‘lhefuﬂovgmgmkhnpp&yngEAPSMOD3'

{fmmmmﬂammm&mwi
ydmr.!ynamw data for; each - volume and - nmm,PREPREF’:

byx10:)

QK

Forcing Function

PUSEY FEUNE PERTLERNYY PRV

. . : 8 . v : A r l ‘1 T | RACL IR I 0 I i l: T‘v !1  BLER ‘r T X
A8 mo o2 22 23| | 18 218 200 240 vzzz 223
Tme (Seconds) EEO A R 'ﬂme (Seconds) B 2

.T!!YIITYII'kYT"l’_vF'YII1»'»7!'1.

Figure 5 Segment #2 Calculated Force = 1 Flgure 7 Segment 24 Calculated Force
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Elastic Pnping Analysis COmputer Program

"}.'.:A'Fcruusevnlunbax,nhnwehsbcpxpmgmmlysxsmputtrm?._
’wureqmred.Ducmeaaeo!’acom'hhtymdnnnmalcosttou\c R

jl'SUPERPlPEBaoanplﬁnmvccarip\nammnforthcelasuc

. enalysis - and code -compliance verification of piping .
systum.ltpho&pubadaranphmmnmlurpowu'prpmg;

" designed to meet the requirements of the ASME Boiler and Pressure

. Viessel Code, Section IIL, for Class 1,2 or 3 nuclear piping systems.

f:i":'ﬂlcpmgxmnmcdmthlscvalmbmhasﬂ\cfolbwmgma)«fahm

. pecxﬁca:ion and plol of system geometry, dynamic
R propertxes, ‘and Tune-H‘utory analy:u in’individual
Cor smgle congputer runs. L
Dttermina:wn qf Dynamic Proptrries, Includmg
i automatic gmratxon of supplemental mass pomu
o for reqla'-rtd dynamic charactemtuz
4 °"'Boxh Modal Superpa.nnon and Direct Integnmon
-~ " Force Tnne-}lmory Analysb. '
. Pipe .mpport loads ‘and dzsplactmenl Swnmaries, :
including time dependem reacnoru' as a ﬁmcnon of
- time. : :

o Rcfcn:nccl

Elasnc P:pmg Model or CE Test Facihty 4
"I‘thBTcstFadhty ‘moddl 8y dodinmented in Reference 2 is wused

o forlhestnichnnlmodd.?hemodantdysxmplcsm)dmalmddls'f

) mppo:tshfﬁx:svalua(sbownm'l’ablcl below from Reference 3).

' Noattmxptwmmadctoduphcalcthcecmpla:,mx—lnwsmmm
. ;modclslscdchﬁ:m20f3 : el

with a support “stiffness tative of the structure in the X
duvc&on.and‘hgxd"(lOHBWm)YandZsummmmco&w
t\wglobaldxrcctxons .

Both supports on the vcnwal Segment 2 nn were modeled as shown
on Figure 3-7 of Reference 2 (in the Y-Z planc). The pair of axial

4.'Av'.wue\mdforansuppm& _
“The SafdyReberalvcmas was 900 lbs, with a ocnter ofgravxty

Table1 Nmymdswsummnbﬁn)

Pnpechment_- SUppod SuppodSt:mm

‘Number . - -~ Du'ecbon o

R I 600e007

L2 1.500006(&)

RE< B . 7.50e405 |

-3 '10.00e+04 .- |~
REEET RIS B ;o . 5.00e+05 (ea.) -
lntermetﬁate\’supportonty mdetaﬂedbadswamhnted

D spoolpwec‘dxawmgs'(l’ngm A-l lhtwghA-l? ot‘-'__} :
“Reference 2 'and Figure -2-3 ‘of Reference 3) ‘were nodalized and ™ ;- |
_connected to match the 1017 test setics geometry, with the global X~ |
“axis in the direction of valve discharge, the global Y axis vertically . '
upward, and the global Z axis defined by the right hand rule. For - -
simplicity the model was ‘anchored at the Safety Relief Valve inlet,

(X-dxrectxm)supponsforSegmcnt3wucmodcleda;asmgle
support along the pipe centerline, with twice the stiffness of the
individual supports. The single intermediate vertical support on
Segment 3 was located per Figure 2-3 of Reference 3. The two

s vaucalsuppoﬂsforSegmmecmodcledassbowanxgmeS-s

ochfmZ(mtth—thne).'ﬂxcmﬂhmvallmofTablcl

“\.

assumed 12" abovethevnhemld,andvalmSW—ZmdSW-Ba!

. 3450]bseachalmgﬂnccmtedmcofthcpupc,pechﬁ:n:m3
,Estnnatcdnmamtcdmththcgaylockﬁmngswcremputpa -
‘.unrwdclgeaneuyattbmmrhwdmlnodepomts. o .

, z"?vAnalysis Methods . S
TmDynaxmc evaluations wcmpexfarmed l‘orthxs analysm The' :
. Dnmct)ntegmuml’omeTm\emstory(DrﬂI)meﬁwdmusedas_ -

the benchmark method of analysis - For. comparison’

- Mode-by-Mode  Force Time ‘History . (MMTH) incthod was also
,pcrfcrmed.Adxsamonorthet\wmd}ndauprmtedmmeA
' followmgpamgmphs I _ O
i'-Mode-by-Mode Analysls Technlque ‘
Morcddmlsofﬂnsspeaﬁceanpmrpmgnmmamhblcm":'“'-

Because only a limited pumber ‘of modes are considered (up ‘° B
-250 Hz), "high frequency responses were included by . specifying . -
. intermediate node 1ommsoﬁmtwt°25°}‘zp‘”b°“d‘“8m-<

.AOOOI seoondmlchﬂmmicstcpwuused wh:chmambedﬂxc g
'"tnncsu:poornamedmtheRBLAPSIMODSmmhmoryﬁlc This

0% Dampmg -

. | |
R R A :
*——ﬁ———r——ﬂ———f-—f;

>

: ,j},
0 25 50 75 100 125
R Frequency (Hz)

FIgureB - DITH Damping

e

1.0 ‘seconds.” All modes within a single nin had identical damping
vduaofl% or 10% (.01 & .10) of critical damping. This resulted -
mueonst.ut. ﬂndampmgcurveovauwamﬁequmcynngcof o

 ___+___L__J___+_;;?
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_ Direct Integration Analysis Technique
ForﬂxeDnHm:thod,ﬁ)emtegmnmnswnedmdnwlymmd
coupled ethasofd)umeqmﬁbmmthhmtmq)hng mto'
B ﬁeqtmyeﬁbds.}mvu’ mﬂlthvsopbm,ﬂmenslmﬁeedomm_
. specifying damping ratics, which are based on the sum of the mass
(a]pha)mdshﬁ‘xm(bda)pmporumaldmnpmgvalmmstotal

forallbntCase3 whueaue—halt‘the'l‘ablelvaluwwuemed. __ i

Table 4 provides  tabulaticn of the maximum support loads for ¢
- analysis described above. For

- results (Reference 2) are also given. -

";?v:_lnunb\nthcﬁxstscgummthcmlaﬂatcdbadsmbdmafacto{.  :

" "of 1.5 0 2.0 more conservative than the CE 1017 reported test values.
- ‘Even for scgment 1, depending on the support stiffness assumed, the

. .t!mtheCE i017Testval\m

- - Three DI [ . evi By -performed a5
sxnmnamedm’!‘able:! Tablclvahmofamtsﬁtﬁnsmw

‘ ‘comparison purposes, the CE 1017 Test
: vmﬂts(kcfamnmdﬂ;cdetaﬁed}lon-lmeAGs 1017'1‘3( :

repmedmrngtm9ﬂnwgh16mﬁ1cfollowmgpmﬁrtwoofﬂn

analyzed Joad cases. Figures 9 through 12 are for Analysis Case 1,
and detail the Segment 1,2, 3 and 4 load histories; respectively. The -

scoond sct (Figures 13 through 16) is for Analysis Case 2, also for =
Segments 1,2, 3and4respecnvdy The shapes of the curves are

: remarkably similar, given the simplified detail of the gtructural model - -
“used-in  this evaluation. Both™ cases  utilized ‘the RELAPS single -
“welocity * option forjunctions * upstream - of “the : 'second - elbow
“- downstream of the SRV ‘Ihcdefaulttwo—velocxtyopuonwaswedﬁx*{-',:
o :.'segnmts#3andil4 -
- DITH values are 1o less. than 15% lower, or more ﬁ\an30%hxgher}:-
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‘-gamﬂypted:dedmmhvcmmmmheds(byaﬁad«ofﬁ

Segment Al Support Load (b, x 10%)

‘80.0 - l.l .n .|>] T T " TTTY vl 1! ‘r‘r l‘l 1T .l.v Y 2 ::; EoC A T rr I'T T T »‘v‘li.r T l‘ﬁ"' T l LR | v g 0 N
218 _'.--21.9 Lomel 2y 222_:'}'} 23 s 219 S2200 0 2 2zl
R Tme(Seconds) BT AR B ':;- : Tme(Seoonds) e

e E———

Figure 10- Segment#z Load, 1% Damping S e ' Figure 12- SegmentMLoad w. Damping ol
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1017 bata.

sl

RELAPS/SUPERPIP

B ment “Load 10% Damp ng_

'Safety Valve Model 31739A” Intznm Report, Febmary 1983

,RegulatoryGuxde 1 61 ;“DampmgVa!mforSc:smmD&xgn B
Jof NucleanmPlants” October 1973,

. VAX/IBM Version 22F, dated $/31/90. - ..o o 5. NUREG/CR-5535, Vol..5, mwmonscmmm
“ 2 EPRINP2479(Rwearchwaect V102-28). “APPhcauon of - User’ s Guidelines”, R4, January, 1992.

'RELAPS/MODI for Calculation of Safety and Relief Valve 6. EPRTNP-2770-LD, “Volume 10: Structural Results for -

stchargel’xpmgl—lydmdynamwlmds FmalReport, :.‘;‘_-rDrmschafetyValveModel3l739A IntmmRepon M'arch
Dewmberwsz | S s :
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SPRING HANGER

SPRING HANGER

12* SCH. ‘80‘”{7

*SECOND DISCH ELBOW'
. AUPTURE DISK I

ASSEMBLY

L SEGMENT #4

.72 *THIRD DISCH. ELBOW'— -,

CE SRV Test Facility Layout
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Inital Configuration - System aligned with SW system

Water Hammer Condition - Occurs after LOOP
event when SW booster pumps are re-started.

PHASE 1 - LOOP occurs causing
SW booster pumps to de-energize.
PHASE 2 - Column of fluid gravity
drains down to SW pond causing
vacuum void formation

PHASE 3 - After 41.5 seconds, SW
booster pumps re-energized causing
vacuum void to collapse and resulting
water hammer

SW Booster Pump
De-energized due
to LOOP

L e
O p—ik

IC Supply 9——5————

4

3103A
[ ]

FIGURE 2

Vacuum Void

__— Collapses upon
pump restart

3107A

To SW Pond
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Inital Configuration - System aligned with SW system

WATER HAMMER MITIGATION - Mod to install:
1. vacuum refief valve downstream of

3107A

2. replace 3107A with an air operated

butterfly valve that fast closes

upon de-energize of SWBP

3. delay opening of valve 3107A for

five seconds after start of SWBP

PHASE 1 - LOOP occurs causing

SW booster pumps to de-energize.

PHASE 2 - Valve 3107A fast closes in 7 seconds
and fraps column of fluid above it

PHASE 3 - Void formed below 3107A is filled
with water by vacuum relief valves

PHASE 4 - After 41.5 seconds, SW

booster pumps re-energized, 3107A valve 5 sec
delayed opening allows fluid flow momentum to
build preventing further void formation

PHASE 5 - air void downstream 3107A flushed
to SW pond ;

3106A

L

SW Booster Pump_}
De-energized due

to LOOP
IC Supply b—L

___Fast closing valve
traps water above it

Vacuum
Relief
Valve

zﬁ—*

3103A 3107A

FIGURE 3

IC Retum

Vacuum relief valve V
replaces vacuum void To SW Pond
with air




