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November 1, 2005

Chainman Nils J. Diaz
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockyille, MD 20852-2738

Dear Chairman Diaz:

I write with regard to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) obligation under the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) as it relates to the proposed Private Fuel Storage
(PFS) license. This is a matter of considerable importance to the people of Utah.

As you know, it has been determined that the PFS plan would have potentially adverse
impacts to historic properties under the NH.PA, in which case a Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) among the relevant agencies is required. The MOA rmiust be signed by the cooperating
agencies with jurisdiction in the matter. However, it is my understanding that a number of these
agencies, including the Bureau of Land Management, have determined that they cannot sign the
MOA because their concerns have not been met.

It would be entirely inappropriate for the NRC to issue a license to PFS before relevant
agencies have satisfied their legal and regulatory requirements under the NEPA. The law
requires that these agencies be given the opportunity to faithfully execute their responsibilities
with regard to historic properties and the land use planning process.

Thank you for taking the necessary steps to adhere to both the letter and the spirit of the
law with regard to issuing a license for PFS.

Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senator
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