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To:
James Wiggins;
Date:
Subject:

Diane Screnci iY
A. Randolph Blough; Brian Holian; Cliff Anderson; Eliot Brenner; Elizabeth Hayden;
Neil Sheehan; Scott Burnell; Wayne Lanning
8/6/04 3:50PM
Fwd: delegation letter to NRC supporting state's requests

Diane Screnci
Public Affairs Officer
USNRC, RI
610/337-5330
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Is attached. I will also fax over a copy. You should also receive the state's letter soon. Let me know if
you have any questions. - Susanne
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August 6, 2004

The Honorable Nils Diaz
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Rcgulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Diaz:

We w'rite in full support of the State of Vermont's recent requests regarding the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (hereafter the NRC or the Commission)
upcoming enginecring inspection at \rcrmont Yankee Nuclear Power Station. Wec
believe these requests wvill help ensure the intcgrity of the inspection process and
keep the State and tile public better inform-ned of the inspection team's activities.

\We understand that the NRC inspection will begin next week and extend through
the end of August. We appreciate the additional criteria the NRC has adopted to
ensure the independence of the inspection team members and would like an
opportunity to review their professional experience wvhen the members are
announced. We believc that it is v'ery important that the team leader and other
members be available, per the State's request, to brief both the Vermont State
Nuclear Advisory Panel and the Commissioners of Public Service and Public
Safetv. We also believe it is important that tile NRC schedule a meeting to brief
the public oln thle issues examined and findings of the inspection before tile
inspection report is finalized.

Finally, we support the State's request for an extension of the public hearing filing
deadline. As noticed in the Iederal Register on July 1, 2004, the current deadline
expires August 29, 2004, wvell before tile completion of the engineering inspection
report. We agree vithl the State that the inspection team's findings should be
available to interested parties w\ell before the public hearing filing deadline and
believe the deadline should be extended.
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We believe that the NRC has the discretion to accommodate all of these requests
and urge that NRC act to do so promptly so that the State can be fully apprised of
the process from the beginning. We further believe that granting these requests
will be important to the public's acceptance and confidence in the findings of the
cnginecring inspection

We appreciate your prompt attention to our request.

Sincerely,

J A5E S J1FFO'RDS PATRICK LEAIM' 7' BERNARD SANDERS
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator U.S. Representative


