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APPLICANT: Southern Nuclear Operating Company

PROJECT: Pre-Application for an Early Site Permit

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2005, CATEGORY 1 MEETING WITH
SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY TO DISCUSS SOUTHERN’S
PLANS FOR AN EARLY SITE PERMIT AT THE VOGTLE SITE

On September 8, 2005, a public meeting was held between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) and representatives of Southern Nuclear Operating Company (SNC), at the
NRC Headquarters in Rockville, MD.  The purpose of the meeting was for SNC to share with
the NRC its future plans for a early site permit (ESP) at the Vogtle site in Waynesboro, GA.  A
list of meeting attendees is included as Attachment 2.  Attachments 3-6 contains the NRC and
SNC meeting handouts which can be accessed through the Agencywide Documents Access
and Management System (ADAMS).  This system provides text and image files of NRC’s public
documents.  The handouts mentioned above may be accessed through the ADAMS system
under Accession No. ML052570328.  If you do not have access to ADAMS or if there are
problems in accessing the handouts located in ADAMS, contact the NRC Public Document
Room (PDR) reference staff at 1-800-397-4209, 301-415-4737 or by e-mail to pdr@nrc.gov.
A summary of the meeting is included below.

SNC provided the NRC staff with a presentation on how it plans to pursue an ESP at the Vogtle
site (Attachment 3).  During the presentation, SNC said that it is planning to submit an
application for an ESP on August 15, 2006.  To support a more efficient and timely review, SNC
outlined some of the key review areas of concern from the current three ESP reviews, and
provided the NRC with how it plans to address these issues.  With regards to the technical
review, SNC said that it will limit the ESP to two reactor technologies (ESBWR, AP1000) and
will address each individually.  SNC also said, that having reviewed RAIs for the current three
ESPs, it will provide more detail as appropriate, specifically towards seismology, hydrology, and
meteorology.  With regards to the environmental review, SNC said that it will address all
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) issues and specific reactor impacts in the ESP
application and the environmental report.  SNC stated that the environmental report will also
contain additional details where appropriate.

SNC provided the staff with details on key issues and on where it plans to differ in its submittal
from the current applicants.  SNC is planning to submit a complete and integrated emergency
plan which will utilize the existing units’ emergency plan as the basis.  SNC said that this plan
will contain inspections, tests, analyses, and acceptance criteria (ITAAC) for information that is
not available at the ESP stage.  SNC also said that it will be implementing both
Regulatory Guide 1.165 and the ASCE 43-05 performance-based methodology to determine
the safe shutdown earthquake for the ESP site.  SNC provided the staff with information
regarding its quality assurance (QA) plan and said that once it was finished that it would send a
copy to the NRC staff for review.  

During the meeting, SNC presented its plans for submitting a combined operating license
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(COL) application.  SNC said that it plans to submit a COL application sometime during
March 2008 which would occur prior to ESP issuance.  These plans generated a significant
amount of discussion between SNC and the NRC staff due to the complexity of SNC’s
proposal.  SNC said that in its COL application, it will reference the ESP application and once
the ESP is issued, the COL will be supplemented by referencing the ESP.

The NRC staff provided SNC with a presentation on lessons learned during the current ESP
reviews (Attachment 4).  The staff provided SNC with its concerns regarding application
content, application format, pre-application guidance, and external interfaces.  SNC said that it
will address all lessons learned prior to submitting an application for an ESP.

As part of the pre-application kickoff meeting, Paul Prescott of the NRC, Quality and
Maintenance Section, Division of Inspection Program Management conducted the ESP
pre-application quality assurance controls meeting (Attachment 6).  The purpose of this meeting
was to describe the process used to review quality assurance measures related to an ESP
application and provide SNC with an opportunity to discuss the quality assurance review
process and respond to any questions.  

Members of the public were in attendance but did not make public comments.

Please direct any inquires concerning this meeting to Christian Araguas at 301-415-3637, or
cja2@nrc.gov.

/RA/

Christian Araguas, Project Manager
New Reactors Section
New, Research and Test Reactors Programs 
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 737

Attachments: 1. List of Attendees
2. Agenda for Southern Pre-Application Meeting on 9/8/05 (ML052560049)
3. SNC Early Site Permit Meeting Slides Handout for Pre-Application

(ML052560052)
4. NRC Early Site Permit Lessons Learned Slides Handout for Southern

Pre-Application Meeting (ML052560055)
5. NRC Early Site Permit List of Lessons Learned Handout for Southern

Pre-Application Meeting (ML052560058)
6. NRC Early site Permit Quality Assurance Controls Meeting Slides

(IP35002)
(ML052560062)

cc:  See next page
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Mr. Jeffrey T. Gasser
Executive Vice President
Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL  35201-1295

Mr. Louis B. Long
Vice President Technical Support
Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL  35201-1295

Mr. Charles R. Pierce
ESP Project Manager
P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Thomas O. McCallum
ESP Project Manager
P.O. Box 1295
Birmingham, AL 35201-1295

Mr. Steven M. Jackson
Senior Engineer - Power Supply
Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia
1470 Riveredge Parkway, NW
Atlanta, GA  30328-4684

Mr. Reece McAlister
Executive Secretary
Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington St., SW
Atlanta, GA  30334

Mr. Harold Reheis, Director
Department of Natural Resources
205 Butler Street, SE, Suite 1252
Atlanta, GA  30334

Mr. Adrian Heymer
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Attorney General
Law Department
132 Judicial Building
Atlanta, GA  30334

Mr. Laurence Bergen
Oglethorpe Power Corporation
2100 East Exchange Place
P.O. Box 1349
Tucker, GA  30085-1349

Arthur H. Domby, Esquire
Troutman Sanders
NationsBank Plaza
600 Peachtree Street, NE
Suite 5200
Atlanta, GA  30308-2216

Resident Inspector
Vogtle Plant
8805 River Road
Waynesboro, GA  30830

Office of the County Commissioner
Burke County Commission
Waynesboro, GA  30830

Mr. Paul Gunter
Director of the Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
1424 16th Street, NW, Suite 404
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Russell Bell
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC  20006-3708

Mr. Thomas P. Miller
U.S. Department of Energy
Headquarters - Germantown
19901 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD 20874-1290
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Mr. James Riccio
Greenpeace
702 H Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001

Ms. Patricia Campbell
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC  20004

Mr. Robert E. Sweeney
IBEX ESI
4641 Montgomery Avenue
Suite 350
Bethesda, MD  20814

Ms. Vanessa E. Quinn, Chief
Radiological Emergency Preparedness
   Section
Department of Homeland Security/FEMA
500 C Street, SW
Washington, DC 20472

Mr. Tom Clements
6703 Guide Avenue
Takoma Park, MD  20912

Mr. Paul Leventhal
Nuclear Control Institute
1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 410
Washington, DC  20036

Dr. Jack W. Roe
Nuclear Energy Institute
1776 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. David Lochbaum
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006-3919

External Email:
TOMCCALL@southernco.com
CRPIERCE@southernco.com

Mr. Marvin Fertel
Senior Vice President
and Chief Nuclear Officer
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 I Street, NW
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                                                                                                                     Attachment 1 

Meeting With the Southern Nuclear Operating Company to Discuss Southern’s
Plans for an Early Site Permit at the Vogtle Site

Thursday, September 8, 2005
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

NRC Headquarters Conference Room O-8B4

Name Organization Phone Number/Email

Christian Araguas NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-3637, cja2@nrc.gov

Jim Davis SNC (205) 992-7692

Tom Moorer SNC (205) 992-5807

Charles Pierce SNC (205) 992-7872

Louis Long SNC (205) 992-7560

Stanford Blanton Balch & Bingham LLP (205) 226-3417

Ben George SNC (205) 992-7870

Jesse Love SNC (Bechtel) (301) 228-6049

Bruce Musico NRC/NSIR (301) 415-2310

Brad Harvey NRC/NRR/DSSA/SPSB (301) 415-4118

William Beckner NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-1126

Kerri Kavanaugh NRC/NRR/DIPM/IPSB (301) 415-3743

Joseph Colaccino NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-2753

Russ Wells Parallax (301) 928-1993

Chris Gratton NRC/NRR/DLPM (301) 415-1055

Scott Burnell NRC/OPA (301) 415-8204

Barry Zalcman NRC/NRR/DRIP (301) 415-2419

Yong Li NRC/NRR/DE (301) 415-4141

Nitin Patel NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-3201

Laura Dudes NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-0146

Mark Lesser NRC/RII (404) 562-4667

Vic McCree NRC/RII (404) 562-4600

Russ Bell NEI (202) 739-8087
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Alan Leven Framatome ANP (301) 841-1655

Dan Barss NRC/NSIR (301) 415-2922

Tom Harrison McGraw-Hill (202) 383-2165

Eddie Grant Exelon (850) 598-9801

Tom McCallum SNC (205) 992-6697

Chris Boone SNC (205) 992-6635

Nanette Gilles NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-1180

Belkys Sosa NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-2375

John Segala NRC/NRR/DRIP/RNRP (301) 415-1858

Suzanne Duvall Washington Group Int’l Inc. (703) 236-2742

Paul Prescott NRC/NRR/DIPM/IPSB (301) 415-3026

Brendan Hoffman Public Citizen (202) 454-5130


