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¥r. John T, Conway
Bxecutive Director
Joint Comuittes on Atomic Energy

Congress of the United States
Dear ¥y, Comray:

The following reports recelved Irom United Kuclear Corporation
on the incident st Wood River Junction, Rholde Island, ere for-

warded for your information

VY dated July 23, 1964 - frou J. A. Lindberg
Vice President, URC
UL dated July 29, 1964 - from R, C. Jchason, Manager
Checicsl Operstions, U

Letter dated July 30, 1864 « from J. A. Lindberg
Yice Preaident, URC

Bnclosure:
Copy of above nmoted reports

Sincerely yours,

1 signed ¥ HaroR L Price

Rarold L. Price
Director of Regulsation
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ACTION: Mr. Kirksen

THIS 1S UNITED NUCLEAR CORP. CLG,
1/28/84 TIME 1-36 P
T #280
U, s. A, E, C,
NEW YORK OPERATIONS OFFICE
376 HUDSON STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

ATTENTION R, W, KIRKMAN
DIRECTOR DIVISION OF COMPLIANCE

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU OFFCXXX OFFICIALLY OF THE OCCURENCE OF AN ACCID-
"ENTAL NUCLEAR CRITICALITY INCIDENT AT UNITED NUCLFAR CORPORATION- §
FUELS RECOVERY PLANT IN WOOD RIVER JUNCTION, RHKODE ISLANb, 6-06 P.M,
JULY 24, 196&. THE AEC WAS NOTIFIED VERBALLY A FEW MINUTES AFTER THE
INCIDENT THROUGH NATHAN ﬁOODRUFF OF THE WASHINGTON OFFICE,

J A LINDBERG

VICE PRESIDENT \011938 3dALTIAL
WITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION e B
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT fe B
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THIC IT UNITTD NUCLTAR CORP. CLG.

| JULY 29 1964
/29 /64 TIME -o4 P

ACTION: Mr. Kirkman

Uy S, A, E. C,

NEY YORK OPERATIONS OFFICE T #302
376 HUDSON STREET

NEW YORK, NEW YCRK

ATTENTION - MR, &, W, KIRKMAN, DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF CONMFLIANCE

THIL SUPPLEMENTS PREVIOUS wIRE>REPORTING NUCLEAR INCIDENT 7/24/54 AT
wOODh RIVER JUNCTION, RHODE ISLAND,

ACCIDENT OCCURRED WEEN iR, ROBERT FEABODY POURED AN ENRICHED URANIUM
SOLUTION FROM A& ELEVEN LITER SAFE GEOMETRY CYLINDER INTO A TWENTY GALLON
CHEMICAL MAKEUP TANK ON THE THIRD FLOOR OF THE EXTRACTION COLUMN TOWER,

PEABODY REMOVED HIMSELF FROM THE PLANT TO THE EMERGENCY CONTROL BUILD-
ING 200 YARDS FROM THE PLANT, SYVMPTONS ON ARRIVAL AT THE EMERGENCY
BUILDING WERE NAUSEA WITH VOMITING, PEABODY WAS TRANSFERRED TO RHODE
ISLAND HOSPITAL IN PROVIDENCE BY WESTERLY AMBULANCE ACCCMPANIED BY ONE
OPERATOR,

PLANT WAS OCCUPIED BY FIVE MEN AT TIME OF INCIDENT, ALL ASSEMBLED AT
EMERGENCY BUILDING AND CHANGED CLOTHING, SUPERVISOR CLIFFORD SMITH
SUMMONED AID BY TELEPHONE, ESTABLISHED ROAD BLOCK, AND ATTENDED PEA-
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" PLANT WAS RE-ENTERED (“OUT 7-45 P.Mo BY SMITH AN( JLANT SUPERINTENDERT
¥ vR, A, HOLTHAUS, VMO HAD BEEN CALLED TO THE PLANT, THEY DRAINED THE

| T¥ENTY GALLON TANK INTO A THREE INCH COLUMN AND PARTIALLY INTO ONE GALLQY
CONTAINERS,
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AREA AROUND PLANT WAS MONITORED FOR BETA CAMMA CTIVITY BUT SHOWED ONLY
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LOW VALUES, CONTAMINATED MATERIAL WAS BELIEVED TO BE CONTAINED BECAUSE
OF LOV ACTIVITY LEVELS INDICATED ON PORTABLE BETA GAMMA DETECTORS, AND
DETAILS OF PLANT CONSTRUCTION IN THE AREA OF THE ACCIDENT.

REMAINING PERSONNEL SHOWERED AND CHANGED CLOTHING AGAIN IN PLANT AT
9-30 P, M, THEY WERE THEN SENT TO RHODE ISLAND HOSPITAL, EXANMINED AND
RELEASED,

RADIATION MONITORING AND AIR SAMPLING WERE CONTINUED THROUGH THE NIGHT
" WITH NO APPARENT DANGER TO THE PUBLIC SHOWN, |

INVESTICATION OF INCIDENT HAS BEGUN, A FULL REPORT VILL BE SUBMITTED
BY UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION ‘

ROBERT C. JOHNSON | T~ i;%;
3 338
N e . o ] L ot
MANAGER, cnsmowﬁg@&&%&&@ . o > i3
WITED NUCLEAR GORFORATION I 7
' wRORFORATION o, T oz 78
v NEW HAVEN, CONN, ., \& " = 55 T2
2 P | ST
END PLS AK g g '

\a 1 a
k4 OK TNX WMT ?’3‘\"\“}'\{‘?7\\"533



| | 70~ E80
LUMITED NUCLRAR

C R 2 0 n E i [ ]

P O POX 1283
July 30. 1964 188 A MINEATER AvemUe

KER MevEN CONMm 0UNOS
TTY 8361

Mr. Haroild L. Price

Director of Regulation

U. §. Atomic Energy Comrnissicn
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sir:

As a follow-up cn our officiel communicaetions to you notifying
you of @ nuclear criticality incident at United Nuclear Corporation'sz
Fuels Recovery plant in Wood River Junction, Rhode Island, cpereticns
of a production nature at the plant have ceased.

Decontamination work 18 proceeding and the sccumulstion cf data
for incorporation into United Muciear's report to the Atomic Energy
Comnigsion of the incident is taking pisace.

We will not begin operations of & production nature in this
plant before & conference is held with you &nd your designees for
purposes of presenting to you our findings, current piant status and
our remaining courses ot action.

When this information has been accumulated i{p presentable form,
we will request such a confereance with you.

Very truly vyours,

J. A. Lindberg

Vice Fresident
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